Heritage
Conservation /
Culture & Arts
/ Volunteerism

2018/2019

e Downtown property donated by owner to Town to create a Pioneer-themed park —
Downtown Park designed and construction stared in 2014, completed in 2016, with living
wall installed on 4t wall in 2017. Final design elements added in 2018 (Jimmy’s Hardware
“fluorescent light” — now LED).

e Reworking of the Historic Downtown Stettler Walking Tour guide completed, done with
museum and Stettler Board of Trade.

e Beautification Champion Award recipient chosen and will be awarded at CIB Judges Dinner

e Stettler History Book — www.stettlerhistory.ca

e Stettler Town & Country Museum activities — Light the Night

e Stettler Ghost Walks —added and expanded

e Lots of Heritage-related groups conducting activities

e Running Track project — joint partnership to replace by running track at the school complex

e Stettler Geneology Club Facebook page

2019 Heritage Conservation/Culture/Arts/Volunteerism-related activities
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2018 Evaluation Form

HERITAGE CONSERVATION

Heritage conservation includes efforts to preserve natural and cultural heritage within the community. Preservation of
natural heritage pertains to policies, plans and actions concerning all elements of biodiversity including flora and fauna
ecosystems and associated geological structures and formations. Cultural conservation refers to the heritage that helps
define the community including the legacy of tangible (built/hard assets) elements such as heritage buildings, monuments,
memorials, cemeteries, artifacts, museums and intangible elements such as traditions, customs, festivals and celebrations.

The participation of groups such as historical societies and conservation groups is considered.

Max

Actual

Municipal

Natural Heritage Strategic Plans Policies, by-laws and their enforcement and effective
programs

10

Natural Heritage Management Plans Management and preservation initiatives: including
eco systems, eco parks, protection of sensitive habitats, species at risk, support for at risk
pollinators, grasslands, naturalization, wetlands, urban agriculture/farming, and wildlife

15

12.75

Natural Heritage Promotion Management and promotion of natural heritage (through
communications, information and support programs, economic development/tourism)
including activities and programs (year-round) for education and use of natural heritage sites
for and by the public

15

12.75

Cultural Heritage Strategic Plans Policies, by-laws and plans and preservation initiatives for
heritage buildings, cemeteries, artefacts, museums, monuments, heritage trees and gardens,
including their integration with streetscapes and landscape

15

13.75

Cultural Heritage Activities Initiatives throughout the year including festivals and
celebrations along with preservation of traditions and customs

10

8.5

Business & Institutions

Natural Heritage Assets Conservation, restoration and integration of natural heritage,
including eco parks, conservation areas, heritage gardens, trees and landscapes.

15

13

Cultural Heritage Assets Conservation, restoration and reuse of heritage buildings and
artefacts including their integration with the built/hard?, streetscapes and green landscapes

10

8.5

Residential

Cultural Heritage Initiatives Conservation/restoration and reuse of heritage buildings,
artefacts on residential lands

10

8.25

Community Involvement

Natural Heritage Public Participation Participation in community {including children/youth),
neighbourhood or individual natural heritage programs including developing policies and
plans, site improvements and management, conservation and education initiatives

15

13

Natural Heritage — Community Support Financial and/or in-kind or participation by the
municipality, businesses and institutions (including environmental groups) in community-
initiated natural heritage activities and programs

15

13

Cultural Heritage - Public Participation Participation in community (including
children/youth), neighbourhood or individual cultural heritage programs including year-round
heritage community events/activities, festivals and celebrations along with preservation of
traditions and customs

10

8.75

Cultural Heritage - Community Support Financial and/or in-kind or participation by the
municipality, businesses and institutions (including historical societies) in community-initiated
cultural heritage activities and programs.

10

8.75

Heritage Conservation Total

150.00

129.00

14 |[Page Stettler, Alberta, Canada




2018 Evaluation Form

HERITAGE CONSERVATION

Observations:

The cultural heritage of the community is very evident. The museum is excellent containing artifacts
from all facets of life in old Stettler, from early settlers to its rich sporting history. There are other
special organizations made up of volunteers to show pride in their history such as the Parrish &
Heimbecker Elevator Society. This fantastic group have restored one of the last elevators in Western |
Canada making it a piece of living history, very impressive. The Rails to Tales business enterprise is also l
a success story in this area. The themed rail excursions in historic rail cars is also to be commended. i

|

We were also impressed by the old clock on Main Street as well as the old medicine bottles displayed
it T n very nicely with the downtown Carl Stettler Park.

15fPage Stettler, Alberta, Canada




2018 Evaluation Form

The Natural Heritage around Stettler Lake and Cold Lake appears to be well cared for. We especially
liked the lack of grass cutting inside of the trail giving the area a very natural feel. The man-made
island in the lake serves as an excellent for nest birds. This is evident by the number of wild fowl in the
area.

The creation of nesting areas filled with flax
straw in Cold Lake is a good idea and well
executed. This area is recognized as a
regional bird sanctuary.

Recommendations:

The symbolic rail tracks on your centre street side walk are great we hope you find a way to continue
tying the community together by building on your rail history. It might be possible to create a heritage
trail in the Town tying together your historical and social history together. This could include the
homes of your more notable past residents. Also consider putting this on the Town web site. The
locations could also have QR codes which would allow many to learn more about the community.

The planting of heritage crops would give residents and visitors a good visual idea of what the original
crops looked like, and along with some of the old machinery be an excellent tribute to your agricultural
roots. Perhaps some of the heritage seed from the area could be acquired. We suggest having these
sample crops in areas that can be observed and that the crops would be labeled from the time of
planting to harvest. It might be worth having a sample crop or two near the Estonia settlement home
at the museum.

When it comes to natural heritage the Stettler Lake area is a jewel. We would suggest not planting any
trees between the trail and the lake but if some trees or shrubs were to volunteer we would leave it.

The bat and bee homes in the new orchard is very good this could be duplicated in other areas such as
near the community gardens.

16 |Page Stettler, Alberta, Canada




Heritage Conservation / Culture and Arts / Volunteerism

HBS & TOS Video — HERITAGE CONSERVATION

Much of Stettler’s heritage conservation is done many, many volunteers on various groups
around the community, whether through societies (e.g. P&H Elevator Conservation Society),
the museum (as associated boards) or through community groups. As such, it proceeds slowly,
as funds can be accessed.

Heritage Conservation sub-committee

In 2011/2012, the Heartland Beautification Committee created a sub-committee focused on
Heritage Conservation-related activities. The committee has been working with Stettler Board

of Trade and the museum to update the Historic Downtown Walking Tour (completed
NEW in
2015/2016/2017

and monument site of Stettler’s founder, Carl Stettler, through relocation to a new
Downtown Park, which was successfully completed in 2016.

2017/2018). Initially, it started by looking at options to improve the recognition
Downtown Pioneer-themed Park You said it — We KINDA DID it!
In Spring 2013, a downtown property was donated to the
town by the owner, with instructions that it be used for a

pioneer-themed space. Members of the Heritage
Conservation committee, along with a few other volunteers,

“You might want to add signage and a
QR code with the links to information
about what’s planned. It’s a great way to
engage people and perhaps even elicit

formed a Downtown Park Committee to work on the project. sponsors”
The desire of the committee was to create a space that could
be used year round, but that would celebrate and highlight The architect’s drawings were featured
the history of Stettler. After drafting early concepts, the on the front page of the TOS website,
committee received approval from Town council to remove allowing everyone to see the concepts
two parking spaces to deepen the space and sought funding and learn about what was planned. This
from the town and other sources to build the park. An information was also be pushed out

through social media.

architect was hired to create drawings for the park. The park

concept consisted of a false front wall/mural, featuring historically significant businesses. The
businesses include a hardware store, the train station and the Stettler Cigar Factory. The small
stage increases the use of the site. The site is lit with overhead lights (designed to minimize
light pollution) and features trees and planters, as well as picnic tables. Railway themed
sidewalks were installed. The Carl Stettler Monument was added to the site to increase
recognition. A picture of Carl Stettler, along with his name, were added to the backside of the
monument, as the original face is oriented
towards the pedestrian-focused park.
Electrical was donated, and the Town put
up the cost for the main mural work to be
completed. When possible, original signs
and historic materials were integrated into
the design (sourced from the museum).
Several of the windows for Jimmy’s

Downtown Pioneer Park location —
donated land 97



http://youtu.be/0ohqP9vjOh8

e are originals from the original building. A train schedule covers the power box that

ed for concerts. Extra features are being added over time (e.g. LED neon to replicate

tive Jimmy’s Hardware sign — completed 2018/2019). The 4t wall component of the
project features a living wall on a lattice, and was installed in 2017.

Downtown Park Video

Downtown Park
Installation
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https://www.facebook.com/StettlerHBC/videos/1230969410247965/

You said it — We DID it!

“...Encourage Downtown Park to recognize
Founder and hold concerts ...”

The Downtown Park has come a long way,
with most features completed, including street
and surface development, sidewalks, trees and

electrical installed. Temporary planters are in
place and the Carl Stettler monument has

been relocated and upgraded. Historic murals

(false fronts of historic structures) are largely

complete.
NEW in
2017/2018

Historic (Downtown) Walking Tour

The Heritage Conservation sub-committee has worked for
several years with the Board of Trade and the Museum to
update the existing Historic Downtown Walking tour -

You said it — We are DID it! (and are stilllworking on it)

“Continue to explore the possibilities for murals throughout the
community —a wonderful way to depict and promote the history and
culture of the municipality and to also add diversity to the streetscape
and landscape”

The Downtown Park includes 3 false building fronts, based on notable
landmarks or structures in the community (train station, cigar factory
and hardware store). They feature a number of historic pictures and
pieces from the museum. A living wall will complete the park’s 4"
wall (2017)

The P&H Elevator is planning a large mural for the wall of one of its
equipment outbuildings.

You said it — We DIDN’T do it!

“Consider the implementation of a Heritage
Bylaw to protect heritage and preserve
significant heritage structures and also

PREVIOUS VERSION. This was being done in conjunction
with the Stettler Town & County Museum curator prior to
her passing. It is hoped that in the near future, the markers
will be replaced, likely in cooperation with businesses
occupying an historic site. The guide was released in late
2018 (see cover below).

Mural Contest

In the late winter of 2012, the HBC and Heritage
Conservation sub-committee organized a Mural Art Contest to generate a number of local art

consider the introduction of incentives (such
as interest free loans, grants, matching
funds, tax incentives, etc.) to enable good
upkeep and rehabilitation of identified
buildings”

The responsibility for Heritage Building
protection and recognition resides with
the province and goes beyond that which
the municipality is prepared to do.

selections to choose from to put on the back of three new information signs. Art was to be
Stettler-themed and/or historic and could be on any medium. 11 pieces were submitted, from

[ Mural Contest —Top 3 ]

both youth and adult artists
from the Stettler area. The top
three murals were chosen and
the top artists received cash
prizes. The art was installed in
the summer of 2013 that were
installed in We st Stettler Park,
the Cemetery and the Off-leash
Dog Park. To date, no
vandalism has been observed
on any of the murals.
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You said it — We are/\WWORKING ON it!

Stettler Town & Country Museum A number of comments and suggestions
were provided in the 2013/2014 CIB
evaluations, relating to the museum,
including succession planning for the

curator, videos from the existing curator,

etc.

All of the comments were shared with the
museum and the concept of video
interviews with the curator was
introduced. We continue to work with
them to develop this further. It is hoped
[ Stettler Town & Country Museum ] that many of the suggestions will be

implemented in time.

A new curator is in place, and did work
with the former curator. The former
curator (deceased 2015) vigorously
resisted videos being recorded with her
speaking and/or sharing her experiences.

[ View of museum from “Mount Stettler” ]

Stettler Town and Country Museum, the fifth largest in Alberta, details Stettler’s rich history.
Artifacts have been donated by residents of Stettler and area. The museum has many buildings
that are organized to represent historical displays and themes (e.g. authentic classrooms,
businesses and shops, homes, etc.), as well as the original courthouse and CN rail station.
Antique equipment (farming, road work, trains, etc.) are also featured. The museum has a
working speeder (mini-train ride). The museum is run by a combination of staff and volunteers.
In 2013, it celebrated its 40" anniversary. The curator had been present for many years, and an
assistant curator (much younger) was hired in 2013 to transition into the position.
Unfortunately, Wilda Gibbons passed away in May 2015, but work and activities continue on at
the museum. In June 2017, a memorial gazebo was built and dedicated to the memory of

Wilda. It is situated on the museum site and has a rose garden around it.

Many volunteers work at the museum regularly or on specific renovation projects (e.g. scraping
the Lakeland Church prior to repainting; scraping the CN building front, repainting the trim,
etc.)

CN Rail Station — 100" Anniversary in 2012

2012 represented the 100t anniversary of the construction of the CN rail station. The building
was a 2" class station (relating to size), built in 1911 to facilitate traffic between Edmonton and
Drumheller. The 2" floor was where agents lived. The downstairs is original and hasn’t been
renovated (changed). The building was originally situated where the Alberta Prairie Rail
Excursions sits and was moved to the Museum site in 1978. It is one of 4 stations that remain
intact in Alberta.
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http://stettlermuseum.com/

In 2012, the south exterior was repainted to original CN colours. The roof and all windows
were replaced in 2012. There is a painted rock display on the slope, which replicates the original
station site.

Digitization of the Exhibits [ CN Railroad Building — South exposure ]

Over the course of the past several years and continuing forward, staff and volunteers have
been cataloguing and conducting a complete inventory of all items in the museum collection.
This includes creating an electronic record of every item, as well as digitizing all photographs.

Summer staff have been going through each building, taking a digital picture of each article,

ensuring there is a catalogue number and all information is entered into a database. The
information is being backed up.

Summer Student Activities

Summer students are involved in maintenance of the grounds and buildings, as well as
participating in the collection digitization project. The museum typically has 2 or more summer
students per year, depending on the funding program.

Stettler Town & Country Museum Board & Activities

The board membership is made up of a town representative, a county representative and a
town member-at-large, as well as any number of interested resident volunteers (from town or
county). The board’s role is to oversee museum operations and budget, which is carried out by

the museum manager.

New Initiatives

The Stettler Town & Country Museum hosted a “Light The Night” evént in December 2014,
which featured a series of light displays installed by a range of groups, businesses, etc. People
drive through the museum to observe them. It now repeats annually, with even greater
participation and uptake by the community. Similarly, Night of Terror at the Boo-seum, a
haunted house event, was held over the Halloween period for several years.

(See Stettler Town & Country Museum Map and Exhibit / Building Overview (See following
pages)
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versary Dutch Canadian Friendship Tulip Garden

, HBC applied to to receive tulip bulbs to commemorate the 70*" anniversary of the
assistance with the liberation of Holland and the special circumstances surrounding
ch Royal Family. We received 700 bulbs (50:50 White:Red). These were planted by
tary student in special beds at the Stettler Town and Country Museum, next to the
windmill on the site. Members of the Legion were present for the planting ceremony. On May
5th, 2016, Liberation Day (celebrated in Holland), in Stettler, a bloom ceremony was held, with
the same participants present. Additionally, local Dutch residents were present to discuss the
events.

The beds are maintained by museum staff and volunteers.

[ Original bloom ceremony for Tulip Garden ]
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You said it — We're (already) doing it (but we’ll
do more)!

“The planting of heritage crops would give residents
and visitors a visual idea of what the original crops
looked like, and along with some of the old machinery
be an excellent tribute to your agricultural roots.”

“It might be worth having a sample crop or two near
the Estonia settlement home at the museum.”

We agree. The area under the historic thrashing
machine / harvester is seeded annually with a cereal
grain, which would represent historic crops.

The museum often has several gardens planted, with
crops common to the residences of the historic
homes. This includes the Estonian settlement. But
we’ll pass this on to the Museum.

As a part of some of the historic demonstrations
associated with the P&H Elevator, there is a historic
harvest event using old equipment.
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You said it — We DIDN’T do it
(YET)

“The bat and bee homes in the
new orchard is very could; this
could be duplicated in other
areas, such as near the
community gardens.”

We totally agree and we’ll get to
work adding those in the near
future, as well as educational
signage (since people are a bit

leery of bats and bees - they
just need to know better).

We’ve used Junior High kids to
build the first models, and will
bring them on-board for the
next ones.




Parrish & Heimbecker (P&H) Elevator

P&H Elevator ]

A popular landmark in town, the Parrish and
Heimbecker (P&H) elevator was built in the 1920’s.
The P&H Elevator Preservation Society is preserving
the elevator. The elevator recently opened a popular
little coffee shop, and the elevator is still in working
order. The society and volunteers have been working
to restore the tack room on the back and complete
other renovations on the elevator. It is estimated that
volunteers have put in close to 40,000+ hours on the
elevator. It is likely more, since they are shy. ©

In 2013/2014, fundraising was done to re-
side/repaint the elevator, which has now been
completed. Repairs to the foundations are also

complete. With restoration of the tack room, it is
hoped that more visitors will tour and use the facility.
Additional enhancements are underway at the P&H.

[ Stettler Independent — Nov 3, 2010 ]

[ P&H Elevator — pre- and post-painting ]
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NEW in
2016 - 2019

The History Book of Stettler is a volunteer venture that is being undertaken by a group of lo
interested in preserving the history of Stettler. Members of the group are gathering stories
histories of the people of the community. It is hoped that they will be able to compile a fairl

record of Stettler, its history, and the people who made it the community that all know a

Stettler History Book
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Stettler Geneology Club

The Stettler Geneology Club meets monthly (1% Thursday of every month, except for summer) in
Stettler to work on helping each other delve into their family history. Meetings are now held at the
library, which provides free access to Ancestry.ca. Meetings are either exchanges and help sessions, or
speakers are brought in from the community and beyond.
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NEW in
2018/2019

The interest in ghosts and history is combined with a series of Historic Ghost Walks. Initially

organized by the Stettler Board of Trade, the walks have recently been taken over by the

Friends of the Library group, and have exploded in interest. Walks are consistently sold out and
tour guides are adding new elements to the walks each
time. It combines the paranormal with historic buildings.

Stettler Ghost Walk

Interest in the Ghost Walks increased following an evening
discussion session with the lawyer (Judge MacNaughton) of Robert Raymond Cook, the last
man tried and hanged for murder in Alberta. There was a massive turnout for the evening. The
evening was filmed and a DVD of the session sold afterwards.

Alberta Prairie Railway Excursions (a.k.a. Alberta Prairie Steam Train)

Alberta Prairie Steam Tours operates a functional 1920’s steam train, taking visitors on a tour
to Big Valley. During some excursions a “mock robbery” takes place. Various themed rides are
planned such as: “Adults only” steak dinners, a “Teddy Bear Picnic,” and a “Family Special.”
Every year over 15 000 people ride the train. APST is a very community-minded business,
offering free rides
at Christmas time
to raise funds and
food for the Food
Bank.

Alberta Railway
Excursions
Station and P&H
Elevator
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http://www.absteamtrain.com/

NEW in
2017

he historical connection to the community and region, as well as to beautify parking
Environmental Action sub-committee Walk/Bike Promotion activities have added
biking distance to Main Street signage near this site, to encourage walking to Main
honour of Canada’s 150th anniversary in 2017, Rails and Tales 2017 partnered with
tral Alberta Heritage Society and Alberta Prairie Railway to celebrate the history of
rail transport in Canada. Bringing together two operating Canadian heritage steam
locomotives, Rails and Tales 2017 invited heritage and rail aficionados in Alberta, Canada, and
around the world to this family-friendly event. Alberta Prairie Railway often hosts major events

(National Girl Guides) and does a major Polar Express specialty train excursion in December,
which includes performances by local music and dance groups.
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East Central Alberta Heritage Society

The society works to raise funds to restore rail lines and other related
historic artifacts/buildings in and around the Stettler area.

East Central Alberta Heritage Society website

. . Tree stake labels for Memorial Park trees ]
Historical Elements / Monuments [

In response to CIB evaluations, heritage and other trees in parks around town have been
labelled with plaque stakes with common and species names to improve knowledge of the
trees in the town.

Stettler has a historical downtown walking tour with a pamphlet guide that briefs the buildings
and their history. This walking tour has been updated and expanded, in partnership with the
museum and Board of Trade. Currently, they are working on redoing and replacing markers.

In 2012, a collection of photographs of historical figures and
landmarks was installed in the Town of Stettler offices.

Memorial Tree Park and Gazebo — In 2008/2009 a memorial tree park
was established adjacent to the Cemetery. Residents can purchase a
memorial tree in memory of a relative for $300. Trees are planted in a
large communal landscaped bed and a name plaque is placed on the
communal granite monument. A gazebo is on the site to offer visitors a

sheltered spot for reflection. Trees are being
maintained and expansion is being

considered as the site fills up. Town of Stettler - Historical
collection of photographs

[ Memorial Tree Park — trees, plaque & gazebo ]
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Carl Stettler Park — The monument of the founder of Stettler was located (hidden) in a small
grassed park. The Heritage Conservation sub-committee re-evaluated the placement of this
monument and its prominence in the community. In the summer of 2015, the monument was
relocated to become part of the Downtown Park. The main face of the monument faces into
the park. A picture of Carl was added to the reverse
side (street side) of the monument, along with his
name. (See Downtown Park)

[ Carl Stettler Park Monument — former location ]

NEW in
2015/2016 Cemetery

Memorial Park (including cenotaph) — this park contains a number of our example heritage

trees, as well as hosting the cenotaph (historically originally situated in the downtown core).

This park was renovated, with all the shale and landscape fabric removed and replaced with
bark mulch. Some of the large mugo pines were pruned to repair and prevent further breakage.

Lake View Cemetery — The cemetery is maintained by town staff, with some work provided by
community volunteers. In 2011, Parks staff redesigned and rebuilt the central hedge area of
the cemetery, to improve the look and to reduce the difficulty of maintenance. In 2012, staff

undertook the re-leveling of numerous graves in the cemetery.

Link to Cemetery Bylaws

[ Lake View Cemetery — centre rotund update ]
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http://www.stettler.net/public/data/documents/cemeterybylawallpdf.pdf

[ Cemetery — headstone re-leveling ]

In 2012, the Town of Stettler website was updated to include individual listings and links to
each headstone in the Lake View Cemetery, including names, dates, plot numbers and
locations within the cemetery. The organization of the data on the headstones and associated
information continues to be refined.

Link to Lake View Cemetery Information page

Pioneer Park — remembers the settlers of Stettler with commemorative monuments. The
Thrashing machine in Pioneer Park received a new coat of paint by the Stettler Museum within
the last few years. Grain is planted around it and waves in the wind with full heads of grain at
harvest. The park also has a central bed with plaques and a bed full of Stettler’s official flower,
the peony.

NEW in
2018/2019

Recognizing Stettler’s Official Flower: The Peony

The new Community Orchard includes

[ Pioneer Park & Thrashing Machine ] approximately 480 peonies, including 6 named
varieties, to showcase and demonstrate this
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http://www.stettler.net/admin/contentx/default.cfm?PageId=15538

Town of Stettler / Public Works

As a part of Town of Stettler streetscape upgrades, a number of railroad design sidewalks have
been installed in some areas. Parking lots and crosswalk planters have stone work and new light
posts and standards have a black “wrought iron” look. Some elements of this will continue.

Main street business upgrades are encouraged and a number of businesses have upgraded
their store fronts within the last few years. Businesses pay a portion of the frontage costs
(sidewalks/streets).

Cultural Activities & the Arts

Local Events

Canada Day Celebrations — The Stettler Town &
Country Museum offers free admission, games, face
painting, and other activities on Canada Day. The
Town of Stettler offers entertainment in the West
Stettler Park, followed by a fireworks display.

Canada Day Celebrations in
West Stettler Park

Entertainment in the Park — throughout the summer months (June — August), the Town of
Stettler offers free entertainment in West Stettler Park each Wednesday evening. Featured are
bands and performers of a range of musical styles. Anyone can come and bring a lawn chair to

enjoy the show. From 2015-2017, Walk ‘n Roll Initiative members were present to encourage
attendees to walk/bike to the concert. All those that walk or bike were entered into special
draws.

Link to Entertainment in the Park Schedule

Steel Wheel Stampede — Stettler Board of Trade hosts the
Stampede. There is a Parade and various events over the course
of the event. The date of this Stampede has moved around in
the last few years, ranging from June to September.

NEW in .
2014/2015 Link to Steel Wheel Stampede

As a part of the Steel Wheel Stampede Parade, in 2015, a new
Stettler Parade Float was designed and built, featuring a range
of things symbolizing Stettler.

The Night before the Night Before (Christmas) — This
annual event features a wide range of activities taking place on the
afternoon and evening of December 23™. These include the
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http://www.stettler.net/admin/contentx/default.cfm?PageId=14740
https://www.steelwheelstampede.ca/

lighting of the Main Street Christmas tree by the Mayor and Citizen(s) of the Year, Main Street
sleigh rides, business sales, hot chocolate/cider, as well as free rides (for food bank donation)
on the Alberta Prairie Steam Train.

Moonlight Madness — is an evening of main street business sales and activities, typically held in
the fall of each year.

Festival of Lights — The Festival of Lights is a popular week long tradition as a fundraiser for the
Stettler Hospital. Businesses and people donate trees they have decorated to be auctioned off.
Every night different themes are used for dinners. A senior’s tea, cookies with Santa, and a wine
and cheese night are just a few of the ideas used in the past. During its history, FOL has raised
over $1 million towards equipment for the hospital.

Snowfest/Family Day Carnival — Previously, Stettler Parks and Leisure had organized activities
on Family Day in West Stettler Park. Starting in 2012, this event is organized indoors at the
arena and is held in conjunction with numerous organizations.

Art walk — the annual art walk is held on Main Street featuring artists (range of media types,
including music) from the local area. Depending on the weather, the artists are able to display

their work proudly.
[ Artist displays work ]

Crowd of people at Art Walk ]

Stettler Public Library — runs many programs throughout the year, for infants through to
seniors. Programs include topic-specific sessions, as well as regular, general sessions. Most
programs are run by volunteers or youth volunteers/staff and programs are usually free to the
public (sometimes a $1 fee for food or drink is asked). The cumulative hours that the volunteers
provide are enough to constitute at least one full time staff member. Volunteers are thanked at
an informal tea and are given a coffee mug as a small thank you.

In late 2013 and early 2014, the library underwent a major renovation with the upgrade of the
Stettler Recreation Centre. They received a $250,000 federal grant to assist with this and saw
their space increase significantly and were able to modernize many things. The library always
has something going on. In 2015 and going forward, they added a Maker Space program, which
is being expanded with all sorts of technical equipment and programs. The library has a Virtual
Reality system, offers 3D printing, technology training/helps for seniors, free access to
www.Ancestry.ca, etc.
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NEW in
2014/2015

Renovated library with stacks, front desk, teen area, children’s area,
entrance, and computer area etc.

Stettler Public Library Website

The Hub — along with renovations to the entrance of the Stettler Recreation Centre, as well as
NEW in . . . . .
2014/2015 the Public Library, a large conference room area was redesigned into a Seniors Centre. It
features dance/shuffleboard floor, concert stage, kitchen, etc. A wide range of activities are
planned for the facility every week.

[ Seniors enjoying time in The Hub ]

Community Events Listing [ Shuffleboard tournament ]

Snowfest/Family Day Carnival — Mid February (Family Day Sunday)
Board of Trade Trade Show — Mid April

Music Festival — Mid April

Art Walk — Beginning of June

Steel Wheel Stampede — June weekend (varies)

Stampede Parade — Saturday of the Steel Wheel Stampede

Relay for Life — Mid June

Stettler Show n’ Shine — early June
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http://spl.prl.ab.ca/

Recreational Fishing Day — Beginning of July

“Side by Side” Shootout — End of July

Entertainment in the Park — Every Wednesday from Mid-June until the End of August
Triathlon — Beginning of August

Variety Showcase — Sundays throughout the Fall

Business and Citizenship Awards — End of October

Festival of Lights — Mid November

Moonlight Madness — Mid November

The Night before the Night before — December 23
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y Stettler Secondary Campus — School Culture Enhancement Project

016, a staff member and student decided that the walls of the school were bare and
to the students. Pulling together a group of students, parent volunteers and others
munity, they undertook to add colour and inspiring words and images to the school
er the course of several months, a number of murals were added to different areas
of the school, as well as several “Word Walls”, plus bulletin board borders and pillars were
coloured. Students from across Junior and Senior High School classes assisted with tracing,
painting words, borders and pillars, as well as designing and painting unique murals.

Murals, Word Walls, colourful
pillars and borders
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Volunteer Programs

Stettler Volunteer Centre has been running for over 15 years. They have 4 key areas of service:
1) Match volunteers with volunteer opportunities
2) Provide resources to non-profit organizations or businesses that use volunteers

3) Advertise volunteer opportunities via website, Facebook, email, newsletters, fax and
mail throughout the region

4) Provide educational opportunities - workshops and mentoring to non-profit
organizations

The Volunteer Centre organizes a Stettler Volunteer Fair (similar to a job fair) in fall of each
year to support the “organic” volunteer matching that already takes place.

Volunteer Week is held annually in April. Its purpose is to celebrate and encourage
volunteerism in Canada. A local recognition event is held during the week. The Volunteer
Centre partnered with Alberta Health Services Volunteer Resources Program to offer a joint
appreciation event (called Shining Stars).

The schools have been teaching youth about the importance of volunteering and was a
requirement in Phys. Ed for Stettler Middle School (Gr. 6-8) to each complete 10 hours of
community or volunteer service, as a part of their Phys Ed marks. With the amalgamation of the
Jr/Sr High into one campus, this requirement was lost. After requests by parents and staff, it

was reinstated for Grades 7-12. NEW in
Since 2010, students from 2014/2015
almost every grade in the
three public schools have
assisted in some way with
projects related to the
Community Gardens.
They’ve helped to build
strawberry planters, spread
mulch on pathways and
borders, planted fruit
bushes, built & repaired
fences, edged the borders,
watered, weeded,
etc. Students at the schools
also clean their playgrounds
regularly. High school
students helped to remove
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shale and landscape
fabric over 6 weeks as a
part of the Memorial
Park revitalization.

Students are always
willing to give time in
classes to the
Community Gardens.

Stettler Adult
Learning Council runs
a Stettler Read and
Write program,
offering English as a
Second Language
(ESL) training, an
adult literacy
program, pre-GED
and GED training. Stettler Adult Learning is now a partner with Campus Alberta Central
(followed from Big Country Educational Consortium), which offers post-secondary
education from Olds and Red Deer Colleges.

Heartland Beautification Committee has reached out to all public schools to create a dialogue
and feedback mechanism between youth and the committee and various sub-committees.
Student councils, student groups and clubs have responded by contributing ideas. In 2015 &

2016, Tidiness sub-committee members connected with students in a range of ways to engage

them in tidiness/beautification activities. In early winter 2015, HBC gave a presentation to
Grade 7-9 students about Youth Involvement, in part for education, in part as thanks and

recognition for their efforts in the Middle School Revitalization Project. 2(;“12‘72;“16

The Volunteer Centre has created a pamphlet on volunteering, to help new volunteers know
what to expect, so they can get the most out of their volunteer experiences.

The Heartland Youth Center had a Big Brothers and Big Sisters recruitment, and they have
painted businesses’ windows around town to promote the program. A lot of advertising on
local businesses’ signs was done in 2014 (e.g. No Frills, Sobeys, etc.) to promote the programs.

Alberta Health Services (Stettler Hospital) Volunteer Resources Program has 130 registered
volunteers. The Stettler Hospital and Care Centre utilizes volunteers in approximately 20
different areas/programs, such as maintenance of hospital atrium and flower beds, patient
support programs, etc.

In Stettler, the “Silver Talent” website (www.silvertalent.ca) program connects people over 50
years old with various employers and volunteer organizations. Through this program, the
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volunteers can choose the level and amount of work or volunteering they wish to do.|Dozens of
businesses and events have received help from 100’s of volunteers over the past 5 years.

Volunteer Appreciation / Recognition

Stettler volunteers are recognized in various annual Volunteer Appreciation events, such as
volunteer appreciation dinners, awards ceremonies, etc.

Stettler “Shining Stars” (volunteer appreciation) was started in 2011, recognizing 5 outstanding
community volunteers, and is repeated annually.

Stettler Board of Trade organizes an annual Business and Citizenship Awards ceremony,
recognizing nominated recipients (businesses) in a range of categories, including Male and
Female Citizen of the Year, etc. Starting in fall 2013, the Heartland Beautification Committee’s
Environmental Action subcommittee recognize their Recycling Excellence Award (now Eco
Excellence) recipients at this event, as well as at the annual Communities in Bloom Judges
Dinner. Starting in 2015, only the Business recipient is recognized at the dinner. In 2017, it
became a sponsored award, rather than duplicating the presentation.

HBC Beautification Champion

Heartland Beautification Committee recognizes a Beautification Champion (a person or
persons who go above and beyond in their beautification efforts, such as cleaning, tidying,
public space maintenance, etc.) or promoting beautification as a whole within the community,

during the Communities in Bloom Judges dinner. Award recipients are given a certificate.
1

Recognizing Garbage Pickers — there are many people that voluntarily pick up garbage ahead of

TOS mowers, as well as around town as they walk. To allow mowers to spontaneously recognize

these individuals, as they are reluctant to be recognized formally, thank you cards are given out
by staff, along with donated free treat coupons from local restaurants.

Recreation Centre Upgrade

In 2013, the Stettler Recreation Centre underwent
significant redesign and upgrades to provide
expanded library areas, a Seniors Centre (called The
Hub), altered entryway and stairways,
increased/expanded parking, etc. Funding of $250,000
from the Federal Community Infrastructure
Improvement Fund (CIIF) was received for the library
upgrade. The facility improvements have been very
well received by groups of all types.

L!nk to New Design Drawings ) Town and County Representatives
Link to Open House Presentation Boards . .
sign recreation agreement

Link to Video Walkthrough
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http://stettlerboardoftrade.com/
http://www.stettler.net/public/data/documents/May082013DesignDrawingspdf.pdf
http://www.stettler.net/public/data/documents/OpenHousePresentationboardsFebruary262013pdf.pdf
http://youtu.be/rMMm-Djt7VU

the Town of Stettler and the County of Stettler came to an agreement about shared
r the running of the Recreation Centre facilities. Currently, there is a plan to expand
the recreation centre, with the potential for a field house type addition.

Track Renovation Project m

levels of government and various partnerships have come together to resurface the
running track at the school complex, which was build decades ago for the Alberta Summer
Games. It is expected that it will be completed by the end of Summer 2019.
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