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WE WILL PROVIDE A HIGH  
 

QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OUR 
 

RESIDENTS AND VISITORS 
 

 THROUGH LEADERSHIP AND 
 

THE DELIVERY OF EFFECTIVE, 
 

EFFICIENT AND AFFORDABLE 
 

SERVICES THAT ARE SOCIALLY  
 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 
 

 RESPONSIBLE 
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TOWN OF STETTLER 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th, 2019 

6:30 P.M. 

AGENDA 

 

1. Agenda Additions 

 

2. Agenda Approval 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

(a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of September 3rd, 2019                                            5-7                     

                               

(b) Business Arising from the September 3rd, 2019 Council Minutes          

 

4. Citizens Forum 

 

5. Delegations 

   

(a)    Dean Lovell – SolutionCorp Inc. – Pipeline Presentation – 6:35pm                                       8-26
 

6. Administration 

       

(a) 2019 AUMA Convention – September 25-27, 2019                                                              27-94
 

(b) 2019 Expense/Revenue Summary – August 31, 2019                                                            95-96
 

(c) 2019 Capital Budget – August 31, 2019                                                                                 97-99
 

(d) August 2019 CAO Reports                                                                                                 100-105
 

(e) Request for Input – Regional Fire Chief M. Dennis – Appraisal by Sept. 20th, 2019         Verbal
 

(f) Request for Input – Director of Operations M. Robbins – Appraisal by Sept. 20th, 2019   Verbal
 

(g) Request for Input – Director of Parks & Leisure Services A. King – Appraisal by Sept.   Verbal 
20th, 2019 

 

(h) Request for Input – Director of Planning & Development L. Graham – Appraisal by 

Sept. 20th, 2019                                                                                                                     Verbal
 

(i) Meeting Dates 

 

-   Tuesday, September 24 -27 – AUMA Annual Conference 

-   Wednesday, September 25 – Alberta Transportation Meeting 

-   Tuesday, October 1 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, October 8 – COW – 4:30pm 

-   Tuesday, October 15 – Organizational Meeting – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, October 15 – Council – Following Organizational Meeting 
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-   Tuesday, November 5 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, November 12 – COW – 4:30pm 

-   Tuesday, November 19 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, December 3 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Monday, December 9 – Regional Water Meeting – 1pm 

-   Tuesday, December 10 – 2020 Interim Budget Meeting – 3pm 

-   Tuesday, December 10 – COW – 4:30pm 

-   Tuesday, December 17 – Council – 6:30pm 

 

(j) Accounts Payable in the amount of $423,886.61                                                             106-115
($17,608.74 + $62,518.91 + $3,809.28 + $7,510.84 + $57,110.56 

 + $275,328.28)  

 

7. Council 

 

(a)  Meeting Reports 

 

8. Minutes 

 

9. Public Hearing  

 

10. Bylaws 

 

(a) Bylaw 2020 – 19                                                                                                                  116-124
 

11. Correspondence 

 

(a) Stettler Community Recreation Track Grand Reopening Ceremony                                  125
 

(b) AltaGas – Total Revenues Derived from Delivery Tariff                                                   126
 

(c) Chandos – Purple Light Nights Campaign                                                                          127
 

12. Items Added 

 

13. In-Camera Session 

 

(a)  Land – Compliance Property Update – Section 16(1) – FOIP Act                                    Verbal
 

14. Adjournment 
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  MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN OF STETTLER COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD, 2019 IN THE MUNICIPAL OFFICE, 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

Present:  Mayor Sean Nolls 

 

Councillors A. Campbell, C. Barros, G. Lawlor, M. Fischer, &  

W. Smith  

 

CAO G. Switenky 

Assistant CAO S. Gerlitz 

 

Absent:  Councillor S. Pfeiffer 

 

Call to Order:  Mayor S. Nolls called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

1/2. Agenda Additions/Approval:  

  

 

 Motion 19:09:01 Moved by Councillor Smith to approve the agenda as  

  presented. 

   

MOTION CARRIED 

Unanimous 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes: 

 

(a)    Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held August 

20th, 2019 

 

Motion 19:09:02          Moved by Councillor Barros that the Minutes of the  

Regular Meeting of Council held on August 20th, 2019 be    

approved as presented. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

Unanimous 

 

(b)   Business Arising from the August 20th, 2019 Minutes 

 

None 

 

4. Citizen’s Forum:          (a) No one was present at the Citizen’s Forum 

 
 

5. Delegations:               (a) Stettler Storm Bantam & Mosquito Teams – 2019 Provincial  

   Champions 

 

   Mayor S. Nolls welcomed the Stettler Storm Bantam &  

   Mosquito Teams to the meeting. He congratulated each  

   team on their excellent performance and victory at the  

   2019 Provincial Championships, and thanked them for their  

   outstanding representation of Stettler. Both teams were  

   presented with a certificate of recognition.  

 

   Council briefly recessed for refreshments and discussion  

   with the teams.  

 

   Mayor S. Nolls thanked the Stettler Storm Bantam &  

   Mosquito Teams for attending the meeting.  

 

   The Stettler Storm Bantam & Mosquito Teams left the  

   meeting at 6:50 p.m. 

 

6. Administration:           (a) 2019 Bank Reconciliation – July 31, 2019 

 

         Motion 19:09:03  Moved by Councillor Lawlor that the Town of Stettler  

Council accept the 2019 Bank Reconciliation as of July 31,  
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2019 as presented. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

Unanimous 

 

(c) Meeting Dates 

 

-   Monday, September 9 – Elected Officials Emergency Training – 

9:00am 

-   Tuesday, September 10 – COW – 4:30pm 

-   Tuesday, September 17 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, September 24 -27 – AUMA Annual Conference 

-   Tuesday, October 1 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, October 8 – COW – 4:30pm 

-   Tuesday, October 15 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, November 5 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, November 12 – COW – 4:30pm 

-   Tuesday, November 19 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, December 3 – Council – 6:30pm 

-   Tuesday, December 10 – COW – 4:30pm 

-   Tuesday, December 17 – Council – 6:30pm 

 

(e) Accounts Payable in the amount of $773,389.47 

 

        Motion 19:09:04  Moved by Councillor Fischer that Accounts Payable in the  

amount of $773,389.47 ($3636.94 + $6439.53 + $67,877.93 +  

$81,655.48 + $134,048.58 + $204,068.05 + $275,662.96) for the  

period ending September 3rd, 2019 for having been paid, be  

accepted as presented. 

  

 

    MOTION CARRIED 

    Unanimous  

 

7. Council:                      Councillors outlined highlights of meetings they attended. 

   
 

(a) Mayor Nolls 

 

 

(b) Councillor Barros 

 

 August 28 – Municipal Planning Commission Meeting 

 

(c) Councillor Campbell 

 

     August 28 – Municipal Planning Commission Meeting 

 

(d) Councillor Fischer 

 

     August 21 – SURF Committee Meeting 

     August 22 – SURF Track Re-Opening Ceremony Meeting 

     August 28 – Municipal Planning Commission Meeting 

     September 2 – Planes, Trains & Automobiles Event 

      

(e) Councillor Lawlor 

 

No Meetings. 
 

(f) Councillor Pfeiffer  

 

Report to be presented at the next meeting. 

 

(g) Councillor Smith 

 

August 28 – Municipal Planning Commission Meeting 

6



COUNCIL MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 3rd, 2019 

PAGE 3 

 

 

          Motion 19:09:05 Moved by Councillor Campbell that the Town of Stettler

 approve the Council Reports as presented. 

       

     

    MOTION CARRIED 

    Unanimous 
 

 

8. Minutes: (a)    None   

 

9. Public Hearing: (a) None 

 

10. Bylaws: (a) None 

 

11.  Correspondence: (a)    Alberta Municipal Affairs – MSI & GTF Funding  

 

  (b)    2019 AUMA Convention & AMSC Trade Show Agenda  

 

  (c)    AUMA – Have Your Say on Police Funding 

 

(d)   ATCO – Distribution Revenue Forecast for 2020 Franchise  

        Fee 

 

(e)   Resident Letter – Cost of Gasoline in Town of Stettler 

 

(f)    Heartland Victim Services & Stettler RCMP Opioid Forum 

 
(g)    Stettler Learning Centre Open House  

 

         Motion 19:09:06 Moved by Councillor Barros that the Town of Stettler  

 Council accept the correspondence items (a-g) for  

 information. 

       

    MOTION CARRIED 

                                              Unanimous 

                                                           

12. Items Added: (a) None 

 

13. In-Camera Session: (a) None 

 

14. Adjournment:   

 

Motion 19:09:07 Moved by Councillor Campbell that this regular meeting of  

the Town of Stettler Council be adjourned. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

Unanimous at 7:15 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Mayor 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Assistant CAO 
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WHAT THE HECK HAPPENED TO OUR MAIN INDUSTRY?
AND WHY DID IT HAPPEN?
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ALBERTA OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY IS HURTING!
▪ A lesson about pipelines! 

▪ They are Not all are the same! 

▪ The public thinks they are all the same! 

▪ What is stopping pipelines from being constructed?

▪ What are the other factors that are “in the mix” that are causing issues.

▪ Why is the price of our oil and gas being impacted?

Lets start by talking about the different types of pipelines in Alberta and 
Canada!
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NEB 
REGULATED 
PIPELINES 

A NEB regulated 
pipeline is ANY 
pipeline that crosses a 
Provincial border or 
US border

This map shows all 
Transmission 
pipelines for Oil and 
Gas,icluding NEB 
regulated 
transmission lines in 
Alberta

Source – NEB Canada
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TRANSMISSION PIPELINES- GAS  

• Dry Gas- No water, not 
corrosive internally 
due to dehydration 
process’s for the gas

• Older infrastructure, 
regulated not by 
Alberta AER but 
National Energy Board

• The Alliance pipeline is 
the ONLY pipeline that 
leaves the province 
“rich” and does not 
pass through the 
straddle plants at 
Empress to extract 
liquid Hydrocarbon

• These pipelines operate at high pressure, and “rupture” when they fail
• Very strict inspection process for the pipelines to reduce risk of failure

Source – NEB Canada
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TRANSMISSION PIPELINES- OIL

▪ Have potential for internal 
corrosion, but rare due to the 
requirements for “spec” oil that 
contains less than 0.05% water of 
basic sediment

▪ Regulated by the NEB not Alberta 
AER

▪ Very strict inspection process for 
the pipelines to reduce leaks and 
failure

▪ Operate at lower pressure than 
gas pipelines- fail by leaking not 
rupture

Source – NEB Canada
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PRODUCTION PIPELINES- “UPSTREAM”
▪ There are 475,000 km of 

upstream pipelines in 
Alberta 

▪ There are 30,000 km of 
Transmission pipelines in 
Alberta

▪ The average size of a 
production pipeline is 4 
inch’s.

▪ The average size of a 
Transmission pipeline is 
17 inch’s 

▪ Production pipelines carry 
“un-refined product from 
the wells to the facility.

▪ Transmission pipelines 
carry refined products 
from facilities to end 
users.
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WHAT DOES THE PUBLIC SEE IN THE NEWS! 

Targeted to 
specialty 
groups 

Not even in 
Canada, but 

gets front 
page news! 
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IN ALBERTA THE 
MAJORITY OF THE 
UPSTREAM PIPELINES 
CARRY 95% SALT 
WATER AND <5% OIL

▪ 95% of the pipeline failure news that we see related to pipelines is 
generated by the “upstream” pipeline system in Alberta.

▪ The general public has no idea that there are actually 2 types of 
pipelines in this province, and they assume ALL pipelines are the 
same! 

▪ Transmission pipelines are VERY safe! With a very low failure rate.

▪ Upstream pipelines (due to the products that they transport) are at 
higher risk of failure.

▪ The average life of an upstream pipeline in 10 years ( typically due to 
well decline) 

▪ The average life of a transmission pipeline is 60-75 years

▪ We as an industry have done a terrible job educating the public on 
pipelines. 

▪ As a result, people believe they are not safe! And don’t want them! 
We call that NIMBY attitude in the oil and gas industry! 

▪ They want to drive and heat homes, but have a rule NOT IN MY BACK 
YARD! And that is one of the reasons we struggle to build pipelines!  
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PRODUCTION PIPELINES- FAILURE GRAPH (AER)

Source – AER 
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In 2018, the number of pipeline incidents in Alberta dropped by 6 per cent, from 445 in 2016 to 316 

in 2019.

•About 80 per cent of incidents had low consequences in terms of impacts to the public, wildlife, and the 

environment, while 14 per cent had medium consequences, and 6 per cent had high consequences.

•The number of high-consequence pipeline incidents decreased by 12 per cent in 2018 (24) compared with 

2016 (29).

•Corrosion remained the leading cause of pipeline failure, representing 62 per cent of all pipeline incidents. 

More than three-quarters (76 per cent) of internal corrosion failures occurred on steel uncoated pipelines, 

with the remaining on the metallic risers or connections on nonmetallic pipelines.

•Nearly two-thirds (62 per cent) of pipeline incidents resulted in little (less than 1 cubic metre or about 6 

barrels) to no substance released.

PRODUCTION PIPELINES- “UPSTREAM” FAILURE INFORMATION (AER)
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TRANSMISSION PIPELINES- FAILURE GRAPH( NEB)

Source – NEB Canada
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TRANSMISSION PIPELINES- “WHY” GRAPH( NEB)

Source – NEB Canada
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SUMMARY ON PIPELINES▪ The public does not understand enough about the pipeline 
systems to make an informed decision about safety.

▪ This is a major mistake that has been made by the oil and gas 
industry to not educate and counter the press and news coverage 
to educate the general public.

▪ Pipeline expansion talks and projects have come at the worst 
time! As Carbon Tax and reducing C02 emissions is at the peak, as 
the world debates the effects of CO2 and global warming.

▪ It has become a very political issue, that is mixing First Nations 
issues, environmental issues, political agendas, and greenhouse 
gas reduction issues into one big pot, convoluting the process.

▪ The US is taking advantage of our paralysis! They are capitalizing 
on foreign markets. This could be a targeted strategy, as it is 
appears that some of the big suppliers in the US are funding 
some of the specialist groups opposing pipelines in Canada.

Like it or not! 
• The world runs on fossil fuel today!

• That is not going to change for the next 
50 years or more.

• We need to move the products to the 
consumer, pipelines are the safest way.

• Alberta is not the bad guy! We are 
simply the supplier of the products the 
world wants, it is up to the consumer 
to not use it if they choose not to.
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AMERICA CAPITALIZING ON CANADA’S INABILITY TO BUILD GAS PIPELINES

HUGE growth 
in US exports 

over the past 4 
years

Canada is going 
the opposite 

way! Why? No 
pipelines to 
tidal water

Source – ARC Energy research Institute 
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NATURAL GAS PRICING – SEPTEMBER 3,2019

• When we have no market, we 
can’t sell our gas!

• Supply and demand is what 
drives gas price- we have way 
too much gas in Alberta, and no 
market, as a result it effects our 
price.

• We have the cheapest gas in 
North America and the 
Americans want to buy it, but 
not enough pipelines to deliver 
it! 

• Our gas is 70% less that any 
other market in America

Source – ARC Energy research Institute 
22



AMERICA CAPITALIZING ON CANADA’S INABILITY TO BUILD OIL PIPELINES

Pricing on September 9, 2019

This is the 
production in 

Central Alberta-
on the decline!

The world in in 
a Oversupply 

state right now-
keeping prices 
down for Oil

HUGE growth 
in Production in 

the US in the 
last 2 years

A huge 
discounted price  
for Alberta gas 

Source – ARC Energy research Institute 
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SUMMARY▪ We have too much oil and gas in Alberta, and no way to get it to 
market, and unfortunately there is a concerted effort to suppress 
the oil and gas industry in Canada? 

▪ Building pipelines has become a monumental task, one of the 
reasons is because “WE” as an industry failed to show the general 
public that they can be very safe, and as a result trust was lost by 
the public, resulting in objection to pipelines.

▪ As a result of our inability to market our products to a larger 
world, our price for our Oil and Gas is far less than the rate we 
should be selling at ( differential).

▪ Oil and gas producers typically need $1.80 MMBtu for gas price to 
break even, and $42.00 /bbl Oil to break even. Most producers 
have been loosing money everyday for the past year! That is what 
is killing us! 

▪ The solution is not easy! Education, positive political agenda’s, 
acceptable environmental agenda’s, perception, unity, alignment 
these are the things that we need to get pipelines build. 

Rail is not the answer!
• This takes up too much infrastructure, that is 

needed for grain and supplies

• Each train car “vents” into the environment all the 
way to the end point (way more greenhouse gas 
emissions).

• Burning Diesel in trains is not helping reduce our 
carbon footprint. 
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▪ SolutionCorp manages pipelines for 35 oil and gas producers in 
Western Canada.

▪ Due to high activity levels in NE British Columbia, 38% of our 
business in currently in BC.

▪ We provide programs and consulting to keep pipelines and pressure 
containing vessels safe and in compliance.

▪ We have a staff of 19 professional people that specialize in pipeline 
and vessel integrity.

▪ We also provide Methane detection to reduce the effects of 
greenhouse gas into the environment with very specialized 
equipment and camera’s. Greenhouse gas reduction!

▪ SolutionCorp operates in a regulated environment, so we are not as 
impacted with price fluctuations in oil and gas pricing.

▪ SolutionCorp is the 3rd largest supplier of this type of services in 
Western Canada.

▪ Recognized for 3 years, as one of the fastest 500 growing companies 
in Canada by Profit Magazine. 
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Dean Lovell | President / CEO 

D: (403) 742-0123 C: (403) 742-7656|: dean.lovell@solutioncorp.ca |: www.solutioncorp.ca  

5006 46th Street, Stettler, AB T0C 2L0 

   

“The Compliance Company” 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 TO: TOWN OF STETTLER COUNCIL DATE:  2019 09 17 
   

 FROM: GREG SWITENKY, CAO 

   

RE: 2019 AUMA CONVENTION – SEPTEMBER 25-27, 2019 
 

 
Hotel reservations have been made for the 2019 AUMA Convention at the Westin Hotel 

located at 10135-100th Street, Edmonton, AB (780-426-3636).  Check-In is September 24 

and Check-Out is September 27.  Confirmation #’s are: 
 

Mayor Sean Nolls – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76312631 

Councillor Al Campbell – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76279066 

Councillor Cheryl Barros – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76288520 

Councillor Gord Lawlor – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76292151 

Councillor Malcolm Fischer – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76295471 

Councillor Scott Pfeiffer – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76301304 

Councillor Wayne Smith – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76298277  

CAO Greg Switenky – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76305798 

CAO Greg Switenky – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76270599 

Assistant CAO Steven Gerlitz – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76304079 

Director of Operations M. Robbins – Sept 24, 25 & 26 #76309044 

Director of Planning & Development L. Graham – Sept 24,25,26 #77486609 

 

Hotel reservations for the evening of Thursday, September 26th have been made for The 

Sutton Place Hotel at 10235 101 Street (780-428-7111). Check-In is September 26th, and 

Check-Out is September 27th. 

 

Director of Parks & Leisure Allan King – Sept. 26                                      #19768753 

Regional Fire Chief Mark Dennis – Sept. 26                                              #19768755 
 

 

Reservations for supper have been made for Thursday, September 26 at 7 p.m. at  

Sorrentino’s, located at 10162 – 100 Street (780-424-7500). Please meet in the Westin  

Lobby at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Meetings Scheduled Date Time Location 
 

 

1.  RCMP Pending Pending    Pending  

 

 

Items of Discussion      

 

1. Community Policing Priorities 

2. Staffing Priorities 

3. Municipal Police Funding 

   

Attending:   Mayor Nolls 

 Councillors Barros, Campbell, Fischer,  
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 Lawlor, Pfeiffer, & Smith 

CAO Switenky 

Assistant CAO Gerlitz 

Director of Operations Robbins 

Director of Planning & Development Graham 

 

 

2.  Alberta Transportation Sept 25  8:45 am-9:15 am    Salon 14 

    

Items for Discussion 

 

 1. Problematic Crosswalk on Highway 12  

 2. Communication with Residents  

 

Attending:   Mayor Nolls 

    Councillors Lawlor & Pfeiffer 

    Assistant CAO Gerlitz 

    Director of Operations Robbins 

    Director of Planning & Development Graham 
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2019 AUMA CONVENTION & AMSC TRADE SHOW AGENDA* 
September 25-27, 2019 

Edmonton Convention Centre 
Edmonton, Alberta 

*AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Tuesday, September 24 

Time Location  
7:30 am – 6:00 pm Assembly Level Foyer Registration  
7:30 am - 8:30 am Meeting Room Foyer Continental Breakfast – Pre-Convention  

8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

Pre-Convention Sessions (separate registration required) 

SALON 5/6 Council’s Role in Strategic Planning (EOEP)  
SALON 8 Regional Partnerships and Collaboration (EOEP)  
SALON 10 RMRF Legal Seminar 

12:30 pm – 4:30 pm ECC Jasper Avenue 
entrance MCCAC Clean Energy Tour (separate registration required) 

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm Assembly Level Foyer Welcome to Convention reception 
 
Wednesday, September 25 

7:00 am – 5:30 pm Assembly Level Foyer Registration 
7:00 am – 8:00 am Assembly Level Foyer Hot Buffet Breakfast 
8:00 am Hall A Morning Announcements 

8:30 am – 9:45 am 

Board and Committee Reports (4 concurrent) 

SALON 8 
How to Make Friends and Influence the New Government 
(Municipal Governance Committee)  

SALON 9 
Exploring the intersection of mental health, addictions, and crime 
(Previously titled: Policing Panel) Safe and Healthy Communities 
Committee 

SALON 10 Employee Financial Wellbeing: Emerging Trends and Continuing 
Barriers (APEX Board of Directors)  

SALON 11 
A Conversation with Paula Simons (Infrastructure and Energy 
Committee)  

10:00 am – 11:30 
am 

SALON 12 CAO/CFO Session - Succeeding in a Multi-Generational Workplace 

10:15 am – 11:30 
am  

Board and Committee Reports (5 concurrent, including CAO/CFO Session) 

SALON 8 Advocacy 101 (AUMA Executive Committee) 
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SALON 9 Strong Partnerships Build Strong Communities (Small Communities 
Committee) 

SALON 10 
Recycling, Jobs and Circular Communities (Sustainability and 
Environment Committee) 

SALON 11 
Let’s Go Phishing – Protecting yourself both professionally and 
personally (Audit and Finance Committee) 

11:30 am – 12:15 
pm 

Assembly Level Foyer Buffet Lunch 

12:30 pm – 2:20pm Hall A 

Processional, O’Canada 
Welcome – Convention Chair 
Host City Welcome 
Keynote Speaker: Rick Mercer 

2:20 pm – 3:00 pm Hall A 
President’s Welcome 
AUMA Awards 

3:00 pm – 5:30 pm Hall BC Trade Show Opens: AMSC Trade Show Dessert Reception 
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm Assembly Level Foyer Municipal Affairs Reception 
After 6:00 pm See App for details Sponsors’ Networking Events  

 

Thursday, September 26 

7:00 am – 4:00 pm Assembly Level Foyer Registration 
7:00 am – 8:00 am Assembly Level Foyer Hot Buffet Breakfast 
7:30 am  Hall A Morning Announcements 

8:00 am - 9:00 am 

Education Sessions (6 concurrent)  
Salon 4 Rebuilding your Downtown 
Salon 8 Strong Communities are Built on Firm Ethics 
Salon 9 Logical strategic planning – built to get results   
Salon 10 Innovation in Research and Public Engagement 
Salon 11 Stress Success and the Mind Body 
Salon 12 Regionalization, Coming to a Municipality Near You? 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm Hall BC Trade Show opens (first hour geared towards CAOs) 

9:15 am – 10:15 am 

Education Sessions (6 concurrent)  
Salon 4 Is your community ready to support your disability? 
Salon 8 Building Better Lives through Election 2019 
Salon 9 Moving Towards an EPR Paper and Packaging Program in Alberta  
Salon 10 How to Engage with your Local Media 
Salon 11 Municipal Innovation and Drivers of Change 
Salon 12 When, not if. Is Your Community Prepared for a Disaster? 

10:30 – 10:40 am Hall A Address from the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

10:40 am – 11:55 
am 

Hall A 

Dialogue Session with Provincial 
Ministers 

• Municipal Affairs 
• Transportation  

• Economic 
Development, Trade, 
and Tourism 

• Energy 
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• Environment and Parks • Finance 
 

12:00 pm – 2:00 pm Hall BC Trade Show Buffet Lunch & Prize Draws 

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Hall A 

Dialogue Session with Provincial 
Ministers 

• Health 
• Service Alberta 
• Infrastructure 

• Justice and Solicitor 
General 

• Community and 
Social Services 

• Seniors and Housing 
3:05 pm – 4:00 pm Hall A Resolutions – Part 1 
4:15 pm – 5:00 pm Hall A Federal Candidates Panel (Candidates to be confirmed) 
After 6:00 pm City Hall Sponsors’ Networking Events  
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm See App for details  City of Edmonton – host city night at City Hall (ticketed event) 

 

Friday, September 27 

Due to the nature of the program, programming times for Friday are approximate and subject to change 

7:00 am – 1:00 pm Assembly Level Foyer Hot Buffet Breakfast 

7:00 am  Assembly Level Foyer Hot Buffet Breakfast 

7:30 am 

Hall A 

• AUMA Annual General Meeting 
• Member Priorities Survey 

 Update from FCM  
8:30 am Opposition Party Leader  

 
• Election of AUMA Directors  
• Election of AUMA Vice Presidents   
• Resolutions – Part 2 

10:00 am Address from the Premier 

 • Resolutions – Part 3 
• Introduction of 2019-20 Board of Directors 

 Closing Entertainment & PRIZE DRAWS! 
12:30 pm Assembly Level Foyer Box Lunch to Go – See you in Calgary in 2020! 
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Marketing, Communications & Events Plan | Insurance & Risk Services 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
  

2019 RESOLUTIONS BOOK 
AUMA Annual Convention, Edmonton 

September 25-27, 2019 
 

Version 2 – September 11, 2019  
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2019 Resolutions Book- Version 2 – September 11, 2019 
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2019 Resolutions Book 
Version 2 – September 11, 2019 

 
Alberta Urban Municipalities Association 

 
2019 Convention 

Edmonton, Alberta 
September 25-27 

 
Resolutions Sessions: 

First Session – September 26, 2019 
Second Session – September 27, 2019 

 
Resolutions for Discussion at the 2019 Annual AUMA Convention 
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2019 Resolutions Book- Version 2 – September 11, 2019 
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WITHDRAWN  

Page 29 

RESOLUTION 2019.A8 Extended Producer Responsibility 
Town of Rocky Mountain House 

Page 31 

RESOLUTION 2019.A9 Recycled Content Threshold Levels in New Plastic Products 
Manufactured and Sold in Alberta 
City of Lethbridge 

Page 33 

RESOLUTION 2019.A10 Waste Management Storage Site Operational Practices 
City of Calgary 

Page 35 

RESOLUTION 2019.A11 Regulatory Clarification on Electronic Attendance 
Town of Thorsby 
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RESOLUTION 2019.A12 School Site Procurement 
Town of Morinville  

Page 39 
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Town of Okotoks  
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Page 41 
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RESOLUTION 2019.A15 Presumed Consent for Human Organ and Tissue Donation 
City of Lethbridge  
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RESOLUTION 2019.A16 Provincial Drug Strategy 
City of Lethbridge 
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RESOLUTION 2019.A17 Needle Debris 
City of Red Deer 

Page 50 

RESOLUTION 2019.A18 Diagnostic Medical Imaging Guidelines 
Town of Strathmore 

Page 52 

RESOLUTION 2019.A19 Making Children’s Health Care a Priority in Alberta 
City of Grande Prairie 
Town of Vegreville 

Page 53 

RESOLUTION 2019.A20 Royal Canadian Mounted Police Day 
Town of Okotoks 

Page 55 

CATEGORY EXTRAORDINARY Page 56 

RESOLUTION 2019.E1 Taxation of Intermunicipal Cost Sharing Agreements      
Town of Peace River 
 

Page 57 
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AUMA Resolutions Policy 
POLICY NO. AP002  

General 

1. Resolutions should address a topic of concern affecting municipalities on a regional or 
provincial level, and must be approved by the council of the sponsoring municipality. 

 
2. Resolutions must not direct a municipality to adopt a particular course of action, but must 

be worded as a request for consideration of the issue seeking action by the Alberta Urban 
Municipalities Association (“AUMA”). 

 
3. Each resolution must be submitted: 

(a) electronically; 
(b) in the appropriate format; 
(c) along with council minutes that show proof of the sponsoring municipality’s council 
approval; and 
(d) in adherence to the guidelines presented in this Policy. 

 
4. Resolutions may be submitted for consideration at the AUMA annual Convention by: 

(a) a regular member or group of regular members; or 
(b) the AUMA Board of Directors. 

 
5. Resolutions shall be in the form: 

WHEREAS ... 
AND ... 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (take 
some action) … 

 
6. Each resolution shall be written in the following format: 

(a) A title that is concise yet specific to the issue in the resolution; 
(b) The Preamble of the resolution (beginning with “WHEREAS”…); 

i) must describe the issue or opportunity that the resolution is bringing forward; 
ii) should outline the applicable legislation and, where possible, the specific section 

of the Act or Regulation; and 
iii) should ideally not exceed five clauses. 

(c) The operative clause of the resolution (i.e. beginning with “IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED 
THAT”…) must: 

i) clearly set out what the resolution is meant to achieve; 
ii) state a specific proposal for action; 

36



2019 Resolutions Book- Version 2 – September 11, 2019 
 

 
6 

iii) specify who should be taking the action (e.g. the federal or provincial government, 
AUMA, or another party) and the role for AUMA that is being requested or 
proposed; and 

iv) be straightforward and brief so that the intent of the resolution is clear. 
Generalization should be avoided. Resolutions that are too general or fail to meet 
this format may be returned to the sponsoring municipality. 

 
7. Each resolution should be accompanied by background information outlining the issue as 

it relates to the sponsoring municipality, when and how often the resolution has been 
submitted in the past, and how the resolution is related to AUMA policy. This material will 
assist the AUMA Municipal Governance Committee, and later the Resolutions Session, in 
understanding the issues. 

 
8. Resolutions must be submitted to the AUMA Chief Executive Officer no later than May 31 

each year, provided that, the Chief Executive Officer may grant an extension of the 
deadline: 
(a) if the Convention is scheduled later than Thanksgiving Day in any year; or, 
(b) if requested by a member, when the Chief Executive Officer is satisfied that valid 

conditions have made it impossible for the member to submit the resolution by the 
deadline date. 

 
9. The annual call for resolutions may include information on key issues identified in the 

AUMA strategic or business plan on which the AUMA Board of Directors wishes to focus 
and/or information regarding any other matters on which AUMA seeks assistance in the 
coming year. As well, the annual call for resolutions will remind members that alternatives 
to Convention resolutions available during the year include bringing Requests for 
Decisions to the appropriate Municipal Leaders’ Caucus and bringing a matter directly to 
the attention of the AUMA Board of Directors. 

 
Extraordinary Resolutions 

 
10. A resolution arising from the proceedings of the Convention or related to a matter of an 

urgent nature arising after the resolution deadline may be considered an extraordinary 
resolution on a case-by-case basis. 

 
11. A regular member wishing to propose an extraordinary resolution shall provide notice to 

the AUMA Chief Executive Officer as soon as possible with a deadline of the first day of 
Convention. The extraordinary resolution must also include: 
(a) a rationale of why the resolution is extraordinary; 
(b) an electronic copy of the resolution via email that adheres to resolution formatting 

guidelines presented in Sections 5 and 6; 
(c) proof of the council’s approval for the sponsoring municipality; and 
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(d) 1,000 printed copies of the resolution, which requirement may be waived if AUMA 
determines in advance that there is sufficient time to publish the extraordinary 
resolution in the Convention handbook, website, or ability to distribute the resolution 
appropriately in another manner. 

 
12. The determination whether the proposed resolution meets the criteria of an extraordinary 

resolution will be made by: 
(a) in the case of a proposed extraordinary resolution submitted after the resolution 

deadline but before the final AUMA Board of Directors meeting prior to the 
Convention, by the Board on the recommendation of the Municipal Governance 
Committee; or 

(b) in the case of a proposed extraordinary resolution submitted after the final AUMA 
Board of Directors meeting prior to the Convention, by the Executive Committee of 
the AUMA Board of Directors, in consultation with either the Resolutions Session Chair 
or Municipal Governance Committee Chair. 

 
13. The criteria of an extraordinary resolution is that it must: 

(a) deal with an emergent issue of concern to the general membership that has arisen 
after the resolution deadline or just prior to the resolution deadline such that they 
could not come forward as a resolution in time; and 

(b) have a critical aspect that needs to be or will be addressed before the next 
Convention; and 

(c) comply with the guidelines for resolutions set out elsewhere in this policy. 
 
14. Prior to the merits of any proposed extraordinary resolution being debated, a 2/3rds 

majority vote is required to determine whether it meets the criteria in Section 13 and 
therefore will be considered at the Resolutions Session. 

 
15. Extraordinary resolutions accepted for consideration by the Resolutions Session shall be 

presented following debate of the Targeted Scope resolutions. 
 

Administrative Review 
 
16. The AUMA Chief Executive Officer may return any submitted resolution to the sponsoring 

municipality to have deficiencies corrected or to clarify details of the resolution. 
 
17. Deficiencies may include but are not limited to: 

(a) absence of any indication of the resolution being endorsed by the Council of the 
sponsoring municipality; 

(b) the Preamble includes statements contradictory to the operative clause or lacks 
necessary details; 

(c) lack of a clear supporting narrative where the rationale of the resolution is unclear; 
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(d) unclear background and Preamble; and 
(e) incorrect or misleading statements within the resolution or within the supporting 

background information and/or documentation. 
 
18. Each resolution and accompanying background information may undergo fact-checking 

to ensure details relating to the resolution are accurate. 
 
19. The AUMA Chief Executive Officer may request and accept from AUMA staff an 

opportunity to provide further background material on a resolution. 
 
20. The return by the AUMA Chief Executive Officer of any proposed resolution for the 

correction of any deficiencies will not affect its categorization nor will it disqualify a 
resolution submitted on time. 

 
Committee Review 

 
21. The Municipal Governance Committee shall serve as the AUMA Resolutions Committee 

and review each proposed resolution for format and content and may recommend that 
the AUMA Board of Directors refuse to submit to the Resolutions Session any resolution 
deemed inappropriate for consideration by the AUMA. 

 
22. The Municipal Governance Committee will notify the appropriate Standing Committee of 

any proposed resolution(s) related to its policy or policies. 
 
23. The Municipal Governance Committee may: 

(a) amend the grammar or format of the resolution; 
(b) consolidate resolutions of similar intent or subject matter; 
(c) provide comments on each resolution regarding its background; 
(d) inform the sponsoring municipality where the resolution will materially change or 

contradict current AUMA policy; 
(e) recommend to the AUMA Board of Directors that resolutions already adopted and/or 

forming AUMA policy not be considered at the Convention, and be returned to the 
sponsor(s) of the resolution(s) with an explanation of the reason for return; 

(f) refer resolutions back to the sponsor municipalities for deficiencies including but not 
limited to those outlined in Section 17; and 

(g) provide comments on each resolution with respect to updates on the policy topic as 
appropriate and alignment with other AUMA policies. 

 
24. When the Municipal Governance Committee determines that a proposed resolution is 

appropriate for submission to the Resolutions Session, it shall categorize the resolution as 
one fitting into the category of either: 
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(a) AUMA Strategic/Business Plan Priorities, including matters related to the 
implementation of the AUMA strategic and/or business plans; 

(b) Provincial Scope, including resolutions that address matters of significance to all or 
most municipalities in the province; 

(c) Targeted Scope, including resolutions that address matters of significance to all or 
most municipalities located in one area of the Province, region, or municipal members 
of a similar size; 

(d) Endorsement Requests, including requests of regular Members to endorse positions 
they are taking without any advocacy action by AUMA; or 

(e) Non-Municipal Matters, including matters outside of municipal jurisdiction and 
therefore not appropriate for presentation to the Resolutions Session shall also be 
categorized by the Municipal Governance Committee. 

 
25. The Municipal Governance Committee will prepare a Resolutions Book, which will include 

all proposed resolutions determined appropriate for submission to the Resolutions 
Session, including the following information on each resolution: 
(a) Number and Title of Resolution; 
(b) Name of Sponsoring Member(s); 
(c) Proposed Resolution; 
(d) Resolutions Category; and 
(e) Municipal Governance Committee comment (if any). 

 
26. Resolutions will appear in the Resolutions Book along with the Resolutions Session 

Agenda and Resolutions Policy in the following order: 
(a) AUMA Strategic/Business Plan Priorities; 
(b) Provincial Scope; 
(c) Targeted Scope; and 
(d) Endorsement Requests. 

 
27. The Resolutions Book will be forwarded to the AUMA Board of Directors, and upon the 

AUMA Board of Directors having approved the Resolutions Book, proposed resolutions 
assigned to the Non-Municipal Matters category will be returned to the sponsoring 
member(s) with an explanation of why the resolution(s) will not appear in the Policy and 
Resolutions Book at the Resolutions Session. 

 
28. The AUMA will electronically publish and distribute the Resolutions Book to members at 

least eight (8) weeks prior to Convention. 
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Resolutions Session Agenda 
 
29. The AUMA Board of Directors, after consulting with the Municipal Governance Committee 

Chair, will appoint a Resolutions Session Chair. 
 
30. As provided in the Bylaws, quorum for all proceedings at a Resolutions Session will be 

comprised of representatives of twenty-five percent [25%] of the Regular Members. 
 
31. Prior to the beginning of the Resolutions Session, the Resolutions Session Chair will ask for 

a motion from the floor to adopt the Resolutions Session Agenda as presented in the 
Policy and Resolutions Book. 

 
32. Amendments from the floor to the Resolutions Session Agenda will be accepted when 

duly moved and seconded. 
 
33. A 2/3rds majority of the delegates present will be required to change the Resolutions 

Session Agenda. 
 
34. If there are no amendments to the Resolutions Session Agenda, resolutions will be 

debated in the order they are presented in the Resolutions Book. No further amendments 
to the resolution agenda will be accepted. 

 
Considering Resolutions 

 
35. The Resolutions Session Chair will introduce each proposed resolution by indicating its 

number, title, the name of the sponsoring municipality, and the action being voted on. 
 
36. The Resolutions Session Chair will then call on the sponsoring municipality to move the 

resolution. 
 
37. The Resolutions Session Chair will then call for a supporting municipality to second the 

resolution. If no municipality seconds the resolution, the resolution dies. Immediately after 
the resolution is seconded, the spokesperson from the sponsor municipality that moved 
the resolution will have up to two minutes to speak to the resolution. The spokesperson 
that seconded the resolution will also have up to two minutes to speak to the resolution. 

 
38. Resolutions must be moved by an elected official from the sponsoring municipality. 

However, in the event that the elected official moving the resolution is unable to speak on 
behalf of the resolution, the sponsoring municipality’s Chief Administrative Officer may 
speak on behalf of the resolution at the discretion of the mover. 

 
39. Following a resolution being seconded, Resolution Report comments developed by the 

Municipal Governance Committee may be presented to the Resolutions Session. These 
comments must be approved in advance by the AUMA Board of Directors. The 
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spokesperson shall be the Chair of the Municipal Governance Committee, or the Vice-
Chair if the Chair of the Municipal Governance Committee is acting as the Resolutions 
Session Chair, or a designate as determined by the Chair of the Municipal Governance 
Committee. Following these comments, the resolution is open for debate. 

 
40. As provided in the AUMA Bylaws, the persons entitled to speak in favour and opposed to a 

resolution during the Resolutions Session are: 
(a) those elected representatives in attendance whose municipalities are Regular 

Members of the Association in good standing; 
(b) in the event a Regular Member is unable to be represented at the Resolutions Session 

by an elected representative, an official appointed by motion of the Council to 
represent it, provided that notice of such appointment is submitted in writing to the 
AUMA Chief Executive Officer at least three (3) days prior to the date of the Resolutions 
Session; and 

(c) upon a motion from the floor or at the discretion of the Resolution Session Chair, a 
representative of an Associate Member. 

 
41. No debate on accompanying background material and information for resolutions will 

occur. 
 
42. In the case of a proposed new Policy Position Paper, the Resolutions Session Chair will 

allow a spokesperson or designate a maximum of five (5) minutes to introduce the new 
Policy Position Paper and place the resolution on the proposed new policy before the 
Convention and to name the seconder. 

 
43. Following the initial speaker, the Resolutions Session Chair will then call alternately for 

persons opposing and supporting the resolution. These speakers will have a two (2) 
minute time limit and shall not speak more than once on any one question. When no 
opposing position speaker is available, the Resolutions Session Chair will declare the end 
of the debate and the spokesperson will be allowed one (1) minute for the closing of 
debate. 

 
44. If no one rises to speak in opposition to a proposed resolution, the question will be 

immediately called. 
 
45. A sponsoring municipality may withdraw a proposed resolution when the resolution is 

introduced but before the motion is seconded and accepted by the Resolutions Session 
Chair. In this event, the Resolutions Session Chair shall declare the resolution withdrawn 
and no further debate or comments will be allowed. 

 
46. Amendments, including “minor amendments” from the floor will be accepted when duly 

moved and seconded. Amendments, including “minor amendments” are encouraged to 
be submitted in writing to the Resolutions Session Chair prior to the amendment being 
introduced but verbal amendments will also be accepted from the floor. 
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47. The Resolutions Session Chair will rule whether or not an amendment complies with the 
intent of the original resolution. 

 
48. Debate procedures for an amendment shall be the same as for a resolution as set out in 

Sections 38 to 45. 
 
49. The conflict of interest guidelines for council votes, as outlined in the Municipal 

Government Act, shall also apply to Convention resolution votes for all delegates. It is 
incumbent upon each delegate to ensure adherence to this rule. 

 
50. Voting may, at the discretion of the Resolutions Session Chair, be by: 

(a) a show of hands of eligible voters; 
(b) electronic means; or 
(c) paper ballot. 

 
51. The number of votes necessary for any resolution to pass is a simple majority of votes cast 

for that resolution (50 per cent plus one vote). 
 
52. As long as there is a quorum present (Section 30), the Resolutions Session shall not be 

closed until all resolutions listed in the agenda are debated and voted upon, or the 
allotted time for the Resolutions Session has expired, unless the majority of delegates 
present vote to extend the allotted time. 

 
53. Resolutions which are not debated at a Convention Resolutions Session because of 

insufficient time or lack of quorum will be considered by the AUMA Board of Directors 
following the Convention. 

 
Carried Resolutions 

 
54. Resolutions carried by the membership: 

(a) shall not be amended or modified by AUMA Administration or the AUMA Board of 
Directors except as provided for below; 
(i) in the event that AUMA Administration determines that the background 
information or Preamble are materially incorrect or misleading, Administration may 
recommend to the Board amendments to the background information or Preamble 
before further action is taken. 

(b) which involve advocacy to the provincial or federal governments, or other 
organizations, will be grouped by topic and submitted to the relevant ministry or 
organizations. Responses to the resolutions will be referred to the relevant AUMA 
Standing Committee, which will make a recommendation on any further action to the 
AUMA Board of Directors; or 
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(c) which involve other actions by the AUMA, will be referred directly to the relevant 
AUMA Standing Committee which will make a recommendation on action to the 
AUMA Board of Directors. 

 
55. The AUMA Chief Executive Officer will collect all advocacy responses and prepare a status 

of resolutions inventory on the AUMA website. The status of resolutions inventory will 
include the responses and an indication of what (if any) follow up action AUMA will take 
with regards to any resolution for which the advocacy was not successful. 

 
56. Resolutions brought forward by regular members have an active life of up to three (3) 

years if not successfully completed before then, following which they are deemed 
inactive. AUMA Board-sponsored Policy Position Papers are considered “active” until the 
AUMA Board of Directors deems them to be completed or inactive. 
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2019 Resolutions 
PROVINCIAL SCOPE CATEGORY  

 
 

AUMA Resolutions Policy: 
 

The Provincial Scope category contains resolutions that address 
matters of significance to all or most municipalities in the province. 

 
 

20 resolutions are recommended under this Category. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A1 
TOWN OF DRUMHELLER 

Disparity in Transmission and Distribution Charges Across Alberta 
 
WHEREAS the cost of transmission and distribution of electricity to customers is causing a 
disparity in prices across Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS electricity prices, which are becoming extraordinarily high in some service areas, 
are regulated by the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for residential, farm and commercial 
customers in rural and urban areas; 
 
WHEREAS in 2018, monthly transmission charges paid by the average residential customer 
with 600 kWh of consumption ranged from $19.75 (in more urban service area) to $24.82 (in a 
more rural service area); 1 
 
WHEREAS in 2018, monthly distribution charges paid by the average residential customer 
with 600 kWh of consumption ranged from $21.58 (in a more urban service area) to $81.24 (in 
a more rural service area);2 and    
 
WHEREAS distribution and transmission rates may be different in each area of the Province 
because they incur different costs to build, operate and maintain their system depending on 
how big the system is, how new it is and how many customers are sharing the cost. A 
distribution company that serves rural areas will cost more than a system that serves urban 
areas because the utility must build, operate and maintain more poles, wires and facilities to 
serve each customer. 3 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Province to implement a 
modernized electrical system that has reasonable and predictable prices in order to support 
economic development throughout Alberta.  
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the AUC to reduce the disparity in 
electricity pricing for transmission and distribution charges across the Province.   
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Utilities Consumer Advocate:  Electricity Transmission and Distribution Charges 
https://ucahelps.alberta.ca/electricity-transmission-and-distribution-charges.aspx 
 
2 Utilities Consumer Advocate:  Electricity Transmission and Distribution Charges 
https://ucahelps.alberta.ca/electricity-transmission-and-distribution-charges.aspx 
 
3 Alberta Utilities Commission  
https://auc.ab.ca 
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BACKGROUND: 
Because electricity delivery is a fully regulated service, the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) 
reviews the costs in detail and approves the rates to ensure all the charges are fair and 
reasonable. However there seems to be a disparity in these charges depending on where you 
live in Alberta. Energy delivery charges include two components: transmission and 
distribution (in addition to rate riders).   
 
Transmission charges cover the cost of moving electric energy from generating facilities 
through transmission lines to distribution utility substation transformers. The transmission 
charge on an electricity bill is based on how much electricity the customer has used and on 
average is between 14% and 20% of a customer’s total bill. 
 
Distribution costs vary with location and consumption. Distribution charges cover the cost of 
moving electric energy from substation transformers through local lines that carry electricity 
to the customers’ meters. If the service area is large and sparsely populated, one kilometer of 
distribution line may only serve a few customers where in an urban centre, one kilometer of 
line serves a larger number of customers. Distribution charges are between 22% and 47% of a 
customer’s total bill. 
 
Energy delivery charges encroach upon 70% of a customer’s total bill for the sum of the two 
components: transmission and distribution charges. 
 
In conclusion, large portions of the Province both businesses and residential endure severe 
economic penalties based on geographical and population density disadvantages, at a ratio 
of 4:1 as seen in chart comparisons below. In comparison, local business owners who also 
have property in British Columbia and Saskatchewan report that both provinces have 
succeeded in building and operating transmission and distribution systems where landed 
costs of electricity to end users is 200% - 300% lower than a large portion of Alberta. As the 
electrical grid for Alberta ultimately operates as a single entity, it is reasonable to distribute 
those costs equally across the Province. The current system unfairly financially penalizes 
communities that literally are on the border between providers. Competitiveness to attract 
businesses to Alberta or outside of major urban centers within Alberta is stunted by 
disparities in the Alberta model. 
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AUMA Comments 
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. We are currently working 
with distribution companies on developing a new rate schedule for low wattage devices.  In 
addition, AUMA is represented on the Power and Natural Gas Consumers' Panel, which is 
accountable to the Minister of Service Alberta and responsible for providing advice and 
guidance regarding current and emerging energy consumer issues. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A2 
Strathcona County  

Support for the Energy Industry 
 
WHEREAS in 2017, Canada lost more than $50 billion in investments through the cancellation 
of two nation-building energy projects, TransCanada Energy East Pipeline and the Pacific 
Northwest LNG Project, that represented significant opportunities in capital investment, jobs, 
tax revenue, and economic growth; 
 
WHEREAS the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers estimates the impact of the 
Western Canadian Select-Brent Crude (WCS-Brent) price differential to be at least $13 billion 
since 2016 and as high as $50 million per day in October 2018, resulting in $7.2 billion in lost 
revenue to the Government of Alberta and $800 million in income taxes to the Government 
of Canada; 
 
WHEREAS the price differential is at least in part due to the lack of pipeline capacity to 
transport energy products derived from Alberta to international markets; 
 
WHEREAS any reduction in the price of Alberta oil in comparison to Brent or world prices has 
significant impacts on provincial and federal revenue, as well as energy industry investment; 
 
WHEREAS many Albertan families and businesses are suffering in lost jobs, income, and 
property values due in part to the lack of market access for Alberta oil; and 
 
WHEREAS Canada’s and Alberta’s energy industries lead the world in environmental 
responsibility, and human rights and labour standards. 

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to further 
develop and implement a targeted, national education and marketing campaign on behalf of 
Albertans in order to offset foreign protectionism and de-marketing campaigns, regulatory 
delays, and the combined infrastructure and economic factors that are creating a significant, 
negative effect on Canada’s local, provincial, and national economies. The elements of the 
education and marketing campaign include as outlined in “Schedule A.” 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Government of Alberta provide resources to offset the 
combined negative impacts affecting the energy industry through: 

1. the continuation of the Petrochemicals Diversification Program; 
2. key energy industry-supporting infrastructure development; and 
3. a continued strong presence and advocacy with federal, municipal and foreign 

governments. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The importance of the energy industry to Canada and Alberta are obvious, as is the impact to 
the local, provincial, and federal economies when changes occur in the energy industry: 
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• every annual average $1 increase in the WCS-WTI differential above US $22.40 per 

barrel costs the Alberta government $210 million in royalties; 
• for every US $1 per barrel of oil discounted relative to world prices, there is an 

opportunity cost to the Canadian energy industry of $1.4 billion per year; 
• for every CAD $1 million invested and generated in the Canadian energy sector, the 

Canadian GDP impact is CAD $1.2 million; and 
• for every direct job created in the Canadian energy sector, 2 indirect and 3 induced 

jobs in other sectors are created in Canada on average. 
 
Given these numbers, the need for the Canadian and Alberta governments to support a 
strong and vibrant energy sector is clear. 
 
However, a campaign has been evolving over the last decade with the strategy to land-lock 
the oil sands and prevent it from reaching the international market where it could fetch a 
higher price per barrel. The US-funded campaign has allegedly given tens of millions to anti-
pipeline Canadian green and social justice groups, including Greenpeace Canada and the 
Pembina Institute, essentially campaigning to rebrand the Alberta oil sands as “dirty oil”. Most 
recently, references to “dirty oil” were articulated on December 7, 2017 by Quebec’s Premier 
Legault who talked about “dirty energy” in reference to the oil sands and on December 23, a 
CBS affiliate in San Francisco reported that tankers may soon be transporting “the heaviest, 
dirtiest oil on the planet, tar sands crude from Alberta, Canada.” 
 
On October 12, 2018, the Northern Alberta Mayors and Reeves Caucus hosted a presentation 
by a Canadian researcher. The presentation provided concerns about foreign interests 
funding environmental work in Canada with the intent to block development in the Canadian 
energy sector in order to protect foreign investments and market share. Further concerns 
included foreign charities providing inaccurate and misleading information on the Canadian 
energy sector via public relations campaigns. 
 
While cross-border market competition and public relations marketing campaigns are an 
unavoidable reality in the energy sector, it is Strathcona County’s perspective that the best 
remedy for strong market competition and inaccurate public relations messaging affecting 
the Canadian energy sector is strong support and investment by the federal, provincial, and 
local governments. Comprehensive and relevant messaging by these important entities 
contributes to a more balanced public conversation in the marketplace and in political 
decision-making circles about the current and future impacts, disadvantages, and 
opportunities in Canada’s energy industry. 
 
On December 2, 2018, the Government of Alberta mandated a short-term reduction in oil 
production to defend Alberta jobs and the value of energy resources. Starting in January 
2019, production of raw crude oil and bitumen will be reduced by 325,000 barrels per day to 
address the storage glut, representing an 8.7 per cent reduction. The Alberta Energy 
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Regulator will review the reduction amount every month to make sure production is in 
balance with transportation and storage capacity. 
 
A resolution similar to this one was approved by the Rural Municipalities Association on 
March 20, 2019 with a majority of 98.8%. 
 
Schedule A: 
 
The elements of the properly resourced evidence-based education and marketing initiative 
include: 

a. promote the world leading environmental, humans’ rights, and labour standards of 
the Alberta energy industry and its importance as an economic backbone of the 
country for jobs and supporting social programs; 

b. highlight our energy industry as one of one of innovation, economic opportunity, and 
environmental sustainability; 

c. educate the Canadian public on foreign de-marketing campaigns targeted at the 
Alberta and Canadian energy industry; 

d. educate the public on the reality that wind, solar and alternative sources of energy are 
not currently able to supply the world’s energy needs; 

e. educate the Canadian public on the unethical and hypocritical aspects of the energy 
de-marketing campaigns; and 

f. educate the Canadian public on the benefits of the Alberta energy industry beyond 
traditional uses such as transportation, but as underlying element in over 6000 
products from life-saving drugs, to computer components, to supporting alternative 
sources of energy. 

 
AUMA Comments: 
In recent years, AUMA members have adopted several resolutions in support of Alberta’s oil 
and gas sector on everything from market access to support for individual pipeline projects. 
AUMA, in partnership with other provincial and territorial associations and municipalities, 
launched the Resource Communities of Canada Coalition (RCC) earlier this year. RCC 
conducted its first major advocacy effort at the 2019 FCM Conference in Quebec City focused 
on the Support Canadian Energy Campaign. The RCC and campaign continue to build 
momentum.   
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A3 
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 

  Procurement Options 
 
WHEREAS the Canadian Free Trade Agreement and the New West Partnership Trade 
Agreement have been established as domestic trade agreements; 
 
WHEREAS these trade agreements are restrictive as they relate to procurement process and 
do not consider opportunities or options for local sourcing by municipalities;  
 
WHEREAS local sourcing could be beneficial for several Alberta municipalities as they would 
be supporting their own economy; and 
 
WHEREAS local sourcing would allow that local contractors that pay taxes and employ local 
people be given priority based on pricing, capacity and capabilities. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
consider options that would permit greater opportunities for local sourcing when negotiating 
trade agreements. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo is looking for an opportunity to support its local 
economy by reviewing local sourcing options within its procurement processes. One option 
to meet this initiative would be that a municipality, when contracting out and awarding 
projects, could increase the amount of dollars spent within the community if local contractors 
could be given priority based on pricing, capacity and capabilities. 
 
Local sourcing could increase the amount of dollars spent within the individual 
municipalities, thereby supporting the local business community. 
 
Trade agreements which govern procurement processes, are negotiated at the provincial and 
federal governments therefore, the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association, representing 
Alberta municipalities, is a natural conduit to lobby the respective governments for support in 
this initiative. 
 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A4 
City of Lethbridge  

Town of Okotoks 
Mortgage Stress Test 

 
WHEREAS the Government of Canada through the Office of the Superintendent of Financial 
Institutions introduced new mortgage stress test rules in 2016 and again in 2018 which 
applied to mortgage loans made by all federally-regulated lenders; 
 
WHEREAS these rules apply a mortgage benchmark rate that is 2 per cent higher than the 
rate currently offered by lenders in the market;  
 
WHEREAS these rules artificially impose a standard that may be required for specific 
metropolitan areas such as Toronto and Vancouver, but are not applicable to the rest of the 
country; and 
 
WHEREAS these standards have increasingly placed constraints on homebuyers and had a 
perverse effect on the housing market. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Canada to 
eliminate or regionally apply the mortgage stress test and return to a 30-year amortization by 
the Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions. 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Government of Alberta review the lending practices of 
the Alberta Treasury Branch (ATB) and Alberta Credit Unions to exempt them from the 
mortgage stress test. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
A robust housing market provides significant economic and social benefits to all 
communities. In 2017 in Lethbridge residential construction contributed to 3,291 on-site and 
off-site jobs, $225 million in wages and $504 million in investment value. 
 
Using price to income ratio Lethbridge is one of the most affordable stable housing markets 
in Canada but changes in government policies, including the OSFI-mandated mortgage 
“stress test” in 2018 (B21 & B20), have increasingly placed constraints on homebuyers, 
especially first-time home buyers, and had a significant negative impact on the housing 
market in most communities in Alberta.  
 
The Federal mortgage stress test was designed to address two overheated housing markets in 
Vancouver and Toronto but has created significant issues across Canada and especially in 
Alberta.  
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BILD Lethbridge Region and Lethbridge & District Association of Realtors commissioned a 
report to quantify the impact of the ‘stress test’ on the Lethbridge housing market. The 
findings indicated: 

• New home sales are at the lowest since 2001;  
• Residential resale decreased 3.6 per cent in 2018 from 2017; 
• Unabsorbed new homes inventory continues to be above the 10-year average and 

over 11 per cent increase from 2017; 
• Following the stress test homebuyers in Lethbridge saw their purchasing power 

decrease by 17.3 per cent, and an additional 5.5 per cent due to rising interest rates; 
and 

• Housing starts dropped by 27 per cent in 2018 over 2017.  

In Okotoks, as of April 2019, there is a total of 230 residential units for sale.  Most Okotoks 
residents are owner households with children.  As noted in the 2019 Okotoks Housing Needs 
Assessment, the overall housing stock in Okotoks is relatively new with 80% of all dwellings 
constructed in the last 25 years between 1991 and 2016, which supports a large number of 
residents employed in the construction industry. 
 
The Calgary Real Estate Board recently released a report with alarming statistics for the 
Calgary real estate market showing residential sales shrunk by 15 per cent in 2018 relative to 
2017 and were down 20 per cent compared to the ten-year average. 
 
Low starts equate to less builds which affects trades, suppliers and service professionals. A 
reduction in building construction and development directly affects jobs in all our 
communities. Layoffs have already started. 
 
This affects the entire housing continuum and works at odds with the objectives of the 
Municipal housing strategy. Without movement across the housing continuum, land 
developers and builders do not build; residents do not buy and sell properties, and renters 
stay in place. 80 per cent of rental units become available because of people moving to 
ownership. If people remain in rental situations, not only are they not building wealth, it puts 
pressure on the rental market and increases the cost of rent in the city making it more difficult 
for those with lower incomes to find rental units and increases the need for rental 
supplements and affordable housing.  
 
Alberta credit unions, such as ATB, are following the federal guidelines of the stress test – 
even though they are provincially regulated and therefore not mandated to follow them. 
There is an opportunity for the provincial government to develop Alberta made policies. 
   
The Federal rules have locked more Albertan families out of home ownership and contributed 
to historic levels of housing inventory which resulted in fewer homes being built and job 
losses. Housing markets across Canada are not uniform and policy should reflect that. 
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At the March Municipal Leaders’ Caucus AUMA members passed a motion brought forward 
by the City of Calgary on the same topic.  The purpose of bringing this forward again as a 
resolution is to highlight the significant impact on communities. 
 
AUMA Comments: 
As indicated in the background, this resolution aligns with actions AUMA is taking in follow-
up to a motion adopted at AUMA’s 2019 Spring Municipal Leaders Caucus on Regional-Based 
Mortgage Financing Stress Tests. Actions include letters to relevant federal and provincial 
Ministers and meetings with the REALTORS Association of Alberta. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A5 
Town of Nanton 

Outcomes-based Focus for Provincial Regulation of Municipal Infrastructure 
 
WHEREAS AUMA’s vision is that Alberta’s municipalities have an enduring partnership with 
the Government of Alberta that recognizes the shared responsibility to fund the 
infrastructure that Albertans rely on to maintain economically, environmentally and socially 
resilient communities; 
 
WHEREAS small municipalities with limited property tax bases and borrowing capacity rely 
upon adequate and predictable infrastructure funding from the federal and provincial 
governments, particularly in the areas of water and sewer infrastructure; 
 
WHEREAS provincial policies and processes implemented by Alberta Transportation, 
Infrastructure, and Environment and Parks can have the unintended consequence of 
municipalities building infrastructure that place an unviable financial burden on local rate 
payers; 
 
WHEREAS community economic growth relies upon reasonable levels of municipal taxation 
and user fees combined with a high standard of public municipal infrastructure and services 
that meet the expectations of residents, investors and developers; and  
 
WHEREAS municipalities rely on tools and resources developed by AUMA, the Government of 
Alberta and other partners, such as AUMA and RMA’s current Asset Management Initiative, to 
support building and maintaining local infrastructure, but these programs are often 
oversubscribed. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
engage AUMA and its members in reviewing and amending regulations and policies related 
to municipal infrastructure to shift the focus from prescriptive requirements to an outcomes-
based system that considers economic, environmental and social factors.  
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT AUMA, the Government of Alberta, and other partners 
develop further capacity building tools to help municipalities effectively build and maintain 
infrastructure. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In late 2014, the Town of Nanton’s aging Rotating Biological Contactor (RBC) wastewater 
treatment plant was facing an unexpected critical failure.  An $11 million federal/provincial 
infrastructure capital grant package was ultimately made available for a new membrane 
bioreactor (MBR) mechanical wastewater treatment plant, beginning operation in 2017.  With 
few alternatives provided to the Town in stakeholder meetings with the province and 
engineers, this recommended option was green lit.  A more typical lagoon wastewater 

56



2019 Resolutions Book- Version 2 – September 11, 2019 
 

 
26 

treatment solution had previously been favoured by the Town for its more dependable 
operational costs, Level 1 EOCP operational requirements and longevity. 
 
There is no doubt that an MBR facility is an environmental leader in wastewater treatment. 
Fiscal considerations at the municipal level should, however, be something that the provincial 
policies and regulations consider when providing regulatory and funding approval for new 
infrastructure.   
 
To avoid an operating deficit under the new system, the average annual wastewater fees for 
each resident are estimated to increase by 70% by 2020, compared to the costs to operate the 
former system in 2015. 

 Former system New system % Change 
Annual wastewater user fee revenue 

for operations (2015) 
Estimated annual wastewater user fee 

revenue for operations (2020)  
 

$434,000  $750,000  73% 
Average annual wastewater fee for a 

resident in 2015 
Estimated average annual wastewater 

fee for a resident in 2020 
 

$421 $714 70% 
 
The scale of user fees increases to cover the operation, maintenance and staffing of this 
facility, in tough economic times, is unexpectedly high and, with hindsight, required far 
greater analysis from the financial impact angle by all parties involved before the MBR option 
was greenlit. For example, a community with a population of 2,200 faces an insurmountable 
objective of building adequate capital reserves to replace an $11 million facility with a 20-year 
useful life.   
 
For small communities with major cumulative needs in infrastructure and operational 
activities, the capital, operation and maintenance cost impact consideration of a specific 
investment to the tax base must be considered and discussed thoroughly by all parties, even 
in a critical situation. The Government of Alberta should engage AUMA and its members in 
reviewing and amending provincial policies and regulations to: 

• Remove prescriptive requirements for a particular type of infrastructure (e.g. type of 
wastewater treatment plant) and replace them with outcomes based requirements 
(e.g. water quality) 

• Incent asset management and full cost accounting practices and, where possible, 
greater cost recovery from infrastructure users. 

 
In some cases, work with the federal government may be required to address national 
standards.  
 
AUMA, the Government of Alberta and other partners such as the Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities should develop further capacity 
building tools to support effective management of local infrastructure. This could include: 
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• Templates and guidance regarding the effective management structure options for a 
major infrastructure project; 

• Compiling and sharing success stories from communities of all sizes with a variety of 
infrastructure issues; and 

• Supporting development and review of asset management and fiscal implication 
reports. 
 

AUMA Comments:  
AUMA is actively advocating for municipalities to receive adequate, predictable and 
sustainable infrastructure funding that enables municipalities to fulfill local priorities. In 
addition, we are engaged in capacity building initiatives such as our Asset Management 
Program, which aims to build the capacity of municipalities to manage and maintain 
community infrastructure.  
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A6 
Town of Edson 

Alberta Community Airport Program 
 
WHEREAS the Province of Alberta has established the Community Airport Program to assist 
with the funding of existing network of public use community airports;  
 
WHEREAS the Community Airport Program provided $2 million in funding in 2018 to be 
divided between 72 paved airports within Alberta, but this funding is not secure and is 
determined within each Provincial Budget year;  
 
WHEREAS the cost of funding a community airport far surpasses amounts provided by the 
Community Airport Program, leaving municipalities with a considerable funding shortfall; and     
 
WHEREAS the burden of that funding shortfall is borne by the municipal ratepayer.   
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
consider review and institution of an aviation fuel fee in order to attribute a portion of the 
cost of community airports directly to the user.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
Community Airports are a necessary part of the transportation, economic and emergency 
services infrastructure which support the success of Albertan industry and residents.  
Community Airports support regional fire suppression, timely and safe medical evacuation 
operations, and are hubs supporting local economic development and linkage to our 
resource-based economy. A lack of adequate and secure funding jeopardizes the ability for 
these assets to be properly maintained in the most cost effective, long-term manner 
undermining the success of these facilities and the regional stakeholders which rely on an 
ever-increasing need for air-based mobility and linkages. This issue affects facilities 
throughout Alberta with over 72 paved airports competing for funds which are neither 
sufficient to address the costs of these programs nor secured in a manner which allows for 
efficient long-term planning and budgeting at the local and regional partnership level. 
 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. Previously, AUMA 
advocated for the resumption of the Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program (STIP) 
following its termination in 2013. Since its reinstatement in 2015, STIP has been the core 
program which funds the Community Airport Program. In 2012 AUMA also called for the full 
implementation of the Alberta Small Airport Strategy and specifically noted the importance 
of providing funding to airports to address the serious need for capital improvement.   
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A7  WITHDRAWN 
Town of High River  

Release Revised Flood Mapping and Approved Flood Developed Regulation  

WHEREAS the Bill 27, Flood Recovery and Reconstruction Act was enacted by the Province of 
Alberta in December of 2013;  
 
WHEREAS Section 693.1 of the Municipal Government Act provides for the ability to create 
Regulations regarding controlling, regulating and prohibiting any use or development of land 
in the floodway, as well as establishing authorized uses and ministerial exemptions for a 
municipal authority or class of municipal authorities from some or all the general provisions 
of the Regulation; 
 
WHEREAS the Alberta provincial flood hazard mapping has not been updated since 1992 and 
the release of the new flood hazard mapping along with the enactment of the Floodway 
Development Regulation is essential to effective municipal planning; 
 
WHEREAS the absence of revised flood hazard mapping and the Floodway Development 
Regulation will continue to result in costly and destructive natural disasters to municipalities, 
businesses and people in Alberta. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to release 
the revised flood mapping and enact the Floodway Development Regulation. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Flooding is one of the most costly and destructive natural disasters. While flooding has been a 
historical risk associated with Alberta’s multitude of rivers and streams, an increase in extreme 
weather events and population growth has increased the impact of flooding in terms of 
public safety and the magnitude of property loss and damage.   
 
Flood damages represent a significant expense in recent years for the public, municipalities as 
well as provincial and federal disaster assistance programs. While the weather cannot be 
controlled, action can be taken to reduce flood impacts by restricting development in 
high-risk areas. It is most effective to keep people and property away from the flood water, 
rather than attempting to divert the flood water. 
 
For municipalities to plan effectively, the Province of Alberta must release the revised flood 
hazard mapping. The Government of Alberta has made significant financial investments in 
flood mapping for Alberta, which is anticipated to be in the amount of $8.7 million. Flood 
hazard mapping marks out flood hazard areas along streams and lakes using design flood 
levels.   
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The flood hazard mapping is not enough on its own to protect the lives and property of 
Alberta residents. Since 2013, the Government of Alberta has had the authority to develop 
Regulations controlling, regulating and prohibiting any use or development of land in the 
floodway, as well as establishing authorized uses and ministerial exemptions for a municipal 
authority or class of municipal authorities from some or all the general provisions of the 
Regulation. The Regulation would ensure a consistent, minimum level of land use control in 
the floodway throughout Alberta. 
 
Steps have been taken by the Government of Alberta to develop the Floodway Development 
Regulation; however, to date, this Regulation has not been released.   
 
In 2014, Alberta Municipal Affairs established a Task Force of municipal government, 
including AUMA, and development industry stakeholders to provide input on the creation of 
the Floodway Development Regulation. This Task Force developed a discussion paper that 
includes views on new development in floodways (prohibitions and authorized uses), existing 
development in floodways (prohibitions and authorized uses/development), exemption 
provisions and other related policy considerations. Municipalities and other key stakeholders 
were invited to comment on the Task Force’s discussion paper through the completion of a 
workbook or by attending a one-day symposium to share their views.   
 
In 2015, the Report of the Auditor General of Alberta was released. The report stated that the 
Alberta Ministry of Environment and Parks (former Department of Environment and 
Sustainable Resources) needed to improve its processes to update its flood hazard maps and 
mapping guidelines and map previously unmapped areas at risk. This report affirmed that 
Municipal Affairs needed to establish processes for controlling, regulating or prohibiting 
future land use and development in the flood hazard areas. 
 
Despite multiple calls by AUMA, the Town of High River and other municipalities for the 
Government of Alberta to update the flood hazard mapping and develop a Floodway 
Development Regulation, the same have not been released to date. Without these critical 
documents, municipalities cannot effectively plan for future development which increases 
the likelihood of future public safety concerns and property damage losses to Alberta 
residents as the result of flooding. 
 
AUMA Comments: 
As noted in the background, this resolution aligns with AUMA’s advocacy on flood mapping 
and regulation.  
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A8 
Town of Rocky Mountain House 
Extended Producer Responsibility  

 
WHEREAS the purpose of municipalities is to foster the well-being of the environment and to 
provide services that are necessary or desirable, such as waste management, as per Part 1 
Section 3 of the Municipal Government Act; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta has authority to enact Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) paper and packaging regulations under Part 9 of the Environmental 
Protection and Enhancement Act;  
 
WHEREAS EPR paper and packaging regulations incentivize producer to reduce paper and 
packaging waste, consistent with environmental and sustainability goals;  
 
WHEREAS robust EPR paper and packaging regulations shift the responsibility and costs of 
recycling from local government to producers; and  
 
WHEREAS recycling provides more than just environmental benefits. It creates jobs at every 
step in the recycling process. Collecting, transporting, and processing all need people and 
equipment to make sure scrap tires, electronics, paint, oil, paper and packaging materials are 
safely handled and recycled. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to: 

• expand the current recycling programs, 
• establish robust EPR regulations for paper and packaging, and 
• work with AUMA to establish a modern recycling framework that sets Alberta on the 

path towards comprehensive EPR policies. 
    
BACKGROUND: 
AUMA is already calling on municipalities throughout Alberta to advocate for the expansion 
of the provincial recycling program. Its campaign to modernize Alberta’s recycling regulatory 
framework asking AUMA members to send a letter of support to their Members of Legislative 
Assembly. Currently, there are 35 municipalities that have contacted their MLA. In May 2019, 
the Minister of Environment and Parks shared that he is interested in exploring program 
expansion. 
 
In late 2018, AUMA and the City of Calgary worked together on a Notice of Motion advocating 
for an EPR paper and packaging program in Alberta. There are 31 municipal councils that 
have passed the Notice of Motion, about 70 per cent of Alberta residents call these 31 
municipalities home.  
 
Alberta is the only province in Western Canada that does not have EPR paper and packaging 
regulations. EPR shifts the cost of managing recyclable materials from municipalities to 

62



2019 Resolutions Book- Version 2 – September 11, 2019 
 

 
32 

producers (think Canadian Tire, London Drugs, Shoppers Drug Mart, Proctor and Gamble, 
Wal-Mart, etc.). Because so many producers already operate recycling programs in other 
provinces, producers are already incorporating the costs of EPR in their national product 
pricing. This means Albertans are paying for recycling twice and paying for recycling 
programs elsewhere. In 2016, producers provided more than $367 million to fund other 
provincial EPR paper and packaging programs. Alberta received $0. According to the 
Recycling Council of Alberta, an EPR paper and packaging program would save Alberta 
municipalities between $65 to $70 million annually.  
 
In 2013, the Government of Alberta conducted public consultations on proposed designated 
material recycling regulations. The summary report of those consultations documented 
strong support for designated material recycling and EPR paper and packaging regulations. 
Respondents called for further work on implementing enhanced designated material 
recycling/EPR policy. 
 
Despite the decisive responses from municipal governments, business and industry 
associations and the general public, the then-ministry of Environment and Sustainable 
Development did not implement any recommendations from the report. 
 
Alberta municipalities should not be burdened by the provincial government’s continued lack 
of action. It is time for the Government of Alberta to make producers responsible for their 
paper and packaging and work with Alberta Recycling to make provincial recycling programs 
more sustainable.  
 
AUMA is asking the Alberta government to step into its leadership role in environmental 
protection and sustainability, for the betterment of future generations. Alberta can draw on 
the success of other jurisdictions to ensure a smooth implementation. 
 
The Government of Alberta can use this resolution as evidence of municipal support for a 
robust EPR program. 
 
AUMA Comments:  
As indicated in the background, this resolution aligns with AUMA’s existing advocacy efforts.  
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A9 
City of Lethbridge 

Recycled Content Threshold Levels in New Plastic Products Manufactured and Sold in Alberta 
 

WHEREAS 187 countries including Canada are members of the Basel Convention on the 
Control of Transboundary Movements of hazardous Wastes and their Disposal;  
 
WHEREAS the Basel Convention focuses on the reduction of hazardous waste generation and 
the promotion of environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes wherever the 
place of disposal;  
 
WHEREAS the Basel Convention is amending the rules to reduce the amount of plastic in the 
world’s oceans, forcing developed countries to deal with their own wastes; and 
 
WHEREAS there is increasing difficulty in finding markets for plastic wastes. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to adopt 
a standard by which new plastic products made in Alberta would contain a minimum of 15 
per cent recycled content by 2023. 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to work 
with the Government of Canada and other provinces to establish a national standard and 
timeline for increased threshold levels for recycled content in plastic products manufactured 
and sold in Canada. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
A recent study by Deloitte for Environment and Climate Change Canada shows that only 9 per 
cent of the 3.2 million tonnes of plastic waste generated each year in Canada is recycled.  As 
much as 2.8-million tonnes ends up in Canadian landfills. 
 
The Chinese National Sword policy came into effect February 2018. Basically, the policy 
banned import of foreign recyclables. It banned four categories and 24 types on imports 
starting in 2018. The policy could potentially ban all incoming recyclable materials by 2020. 
The shift in policy resulted in the ban of the import of 24 types of recyclable 
commodities. This has resulted in China cutting its imports of scrap plastic by 96 per cent.   
 
This has created huge challenges for marketing the plastics that were collected for recycling 
in some Canadian municipalities.  The limited market demand for the recyclables has reduced 
program revenue which affects the financial viability of some municipal recycling programs. 
In November of 2018, federal, provincial and territorial environment ministers agreed to work 
collectively toward a common goal of zero plastic waste.  To this end, the Canadian Council of 
the Ministers of the Environment (CCME) approved in principle a ‘Canada Wide Strategy on 
Zero Plastic Waste’.  This strategy outlines a vision to keep all plastics in the economy and out 
of the environment. 
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In alignment with the ‘Canada Wide Strategy on Zero Waste’, it would be prudent for the 
Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA) to urge the Government of Alberta to enter 
into discussions with industry representatives to determine a reasonable threshold level for 
recycled plastic content in new plastic products manufactured or sold in Alberta. Based on 
information from North American recycling and compounders, a 15 percent post-consumer 
recycled (PCR) content in new plastics products is recommended. 
 
To transition from a linear economy to a circular economy, the demand for recycled content 
must match the production of recyclable materials recovered from the residential and 
commercial sectors. A circular economy prioritizes the reuse of what is already available over 
the extraction and disposal of natural resources. 
 
CCME will develop an action plan that sets out the measures and actions needed to 
implement the strategy for ministers to consider in 2019. The plan will be developed in 
collaboration with stakeholders from across the plastics value chain and with a range of other 
interested parties. 
 
The strategy identifies as a key result area the need for strong domestic markets and varied 
end uses to drive demand for recycled plastics. Creating strong market demand will be 
achieved by mandating minimum post-consumer recycled content in plastics for products 
that are sold in Alberta, and in other Canadian jurisdictions. 
More information can be found on the “Canada Wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste” from 
CCME: 

https://www.ccme.ca/files/Resources/waste/plastics/STRATEGY%20ON%20ZERO%20P
LASTIC%20WASTE.pdf  

 
AUMA Comments: 
In general, this resolution aligns with AUMA’s advocacy for extended producer responsibility 
programs, which place greater responsibility on producers of goods to reduce waste, increase 
recyclability of products and increase the recycled content of products. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A10 
City of Calgary 

Waste Management Storage Site Operational Practices 
 
WHEREAS public expectations for safe and environmentally responsible waste management 
continue to expand, including services and facilities to support garbage disposal, hazardous 
waste management, recyclables diversion, and composting; 
 
WHEREAS Waste Management Storage Sites are facilities where materials are collected or 
received from multiple sources, sorted, and then either sold for recycling or sent to landfill; 
 
WHEREAS operational practices at these sites, including stockpiling materials, may present a 
risk to public safety and the environment through garbage landslides, fires, and site 
contamination; 
 
WHEREAS there is a potential for Waste Management Storage Sites to adversely impact 
adjacent properties, present safety and environmental risks to landowners, and increase 
financial liability to municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS these sites are currently regulated by an uncoordinated set of oversight authorities 
by Alberta Environment and Parks through notification requirements under the Activities 
Designation Regulation, and by municipal authorities through land use amendments, 
subdivisions, development permits, business licensing, and enforcement of the Alberta Fire 
Code; with neither Alberta Environment and Parks or municipalities having specific operating 
guidelines or codes of practice for Waste Management Storage Sites; and 
 
WHEREAS in contrast, landfills and hazardous waste storage sites operate under an approval, 
a registration, a standard and/or code of practice, and oversight of the Province. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to work 
with municipalities to:  

a) Develop the operational guidelines and management practices for the approval and 
operation of Waste Management Storage Sites;  

b) Clarify the classification of sites; and  
c) Clarify the roles and authorities of municipalities and the provincial government, to 

improve public safety and environmental performance. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
Appropriate solid waste management is important to all Albertans. Public expectations for 
safe and environmentally responsible waste management continue to expand, including 
services and facilities to support garbage disposal, hazardous waste management, recyclables 
diversion, and composting. This creates new business opportunities in waste management. 
However, municipalities need to be able to ensure that companies operating within their 
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boundaries do so safely, while adhering to regulatory requirements and reasonable 
standards.  
 
Waste Management Storage Sites are regulated under the Activities Designation Regulation 
and require a notification to Alberta Environment and Parks. No provincial environmental 
legislation applies specifically to the operation of these sites, other than general 
environmental provisions. While Alberta Environment and Parks does have the ability to 
inspect sites, this is not done routinely. Municipal authorities for these sites are limited to land 
use amendments, subdivisions, development permits, business licensing, and enforcement of 
the Alberta Fire Code. The Alberta Fire Code does contain requirements for stockpile content, 
height, and separation distance. This uncoordinated set of oversight authorities leads to 
confusion in jurisdiction, and may contribute to risks to public safety, environmental 
performance, and financial liability.  
 
There are challenges in defining and identifying Waste Management Storage Sites in a 
municipality, due to the various land uses under which they were granted approval, different 
terminology in regulations, and limited coordination with Alberta Environment and Parks 
with municipal approvals. This may result in gaps in applying the setback requirements for 
new and existing sites under the Subdivision and Development Regulation.  
 
Challenges with operational management of Waste Management Storage Sites can be a 
concern for all municipalities. The City of Calgary is undertaking work in 2019 to identify 
potential policy and regulatory controls for Waste Management Storage Sites. However, 
without a coordinated provincial approach, improvements in one jurisdiction could serve to 
shift the problem to other municipalities, or create an inconsistent system for businesses. 
Poor operational practices at sites may impact adjacent landowners, create financial liabilities 
for landowners and the municipality, resulting in public safety risks to citizens and emergency 
responders or environmental contamination.  
 
Waste Management Storage Sites provide many positive benefits to municipalities, and their 
continued safe and environmentally responsible operation should be supported. Businesses 
in the growing waste management sector support citizen and industry recycling efforts and 
support the economic well-being of municipalities. 
 
AUMA Comments: 
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A11 
Town of Thorsby 

Regulatory Clarification on Electronic Attendance  
 
WHEREAS the Minister of Municipal Affairs is responsible to promote and ensure good 
governance within the municipalities of Alberta;  
 
WHEREAS clear expectations of the roles and responsibilities of municipal councilors are 
beneficial to both Municipalities and Residents;  
 
WHEREAS section 153(c) of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) states that the role of a 
municipal councilor is “to participate in council meetings and council committee meetings 
and meetings of other bodies to which they are appointed by council”;   
 
WHEREAS section 174(d) of the MGA states that a councilor is disqualified if absent from all 
regular council meetings for 8 consecutive weeks; and 
 
WHEREAS section 199 of the MGA allows for ongoing electronic attendance of council 
meetings without clear limits or requirements. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Minister of Municipal Affairs to 
provide regulatory clarification concerning the intent, purpose and limits to the allowed use 
of the electronic meeting attendance as outlined in section 199 of the Municipal Government 
Act as it relates to the principles of good governance in Alberta’s Municipal Councils. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Allowing unrestricted use of electronic attendance of council meetings effectively creates a 
set of circumstances whereby an individual councilor may meet required ’attendance’ of 
meetings while effectively spending the majority, if not the entirety of their time living or 
vacationing in other jurisdictions. This situation limits their timely understanding of the issues 
and concerns being faced by residents and undermines public opinion and the credibility of 
the rest of council.  
 
While the adoption of electronic communications by councils is not only inevitable, but also 
desirable in many cases, there needs to be clarification as to the role and purpose of 
implementing these technologies, as well as practical limits to prevent abuse. Facilitating 
participation of council members who may be at out of town meetings or conferences, or 
reducing travel costs in geographically dispersed areas, are beneficial uses of these 
technologies. However, an open-ended allowance of continuous electronic attendance 
creates an opportunity for situations where councilors are effectively residents for tax 
purposes only, spending an unlimited amount of time residing elsewhere if they so choose. 
 
While it could be said that these situations are best left to be resolved at the ballot box, this is 
not a preferable situation for councilors, candidates or voters. By seeking regulatory 
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clarification of section 199 of the MGA as it relates to sections 153 and 174 from the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs, we would hope to achieve clear rules for the extent that electronic 
meeting attendance is allowable. This would provide councilors with a clear indication of 
what is or is not expected of themselves and fellow councilors. It would provide clarity to 
potential candidates for municipal office who may not be sure if the expectations of a council 
role are compatible with their personal plans, and most importantly, provide voters of Alberta 
with a clear understanding of what to expect from their municipal elected officials.  
 
Municipalities also have the option to address electronic attendance through their procedural 
bylaws. However, any restrictions included in the bylaw would be open to challenge through 
the courts. To resolve this challenge, the MGA could be amended to specifically indicate that 
municipalities are enabled to set restrictions on electronic attendance through their 
procedural bylaws. 
 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A12 
Town of Morinville  

School Site Procurement  
 
WHEREAS the responsibility to provide school sites falls disproportionately to municipalities 
in accordance to the Alberta Municipal Government Act (Sections 661-677 specifically); 
 
WHEREAS schools within an urban municipality not only serve the urban population, but also 
frequently serve rural populations. This places an inequitable burden on urban municipalities 
for the costs associated with not only providing the required school sites, but its associated 
infrastructure and related surrounding development uses; 
 
WHEREAS urban municipalities face legislative constraints and market conditions that limit 
their authority/ability in terms of what can be required of developers in terms of future school 
sites and their development impacts and surrounding uses. It is often the case, that 
developers must provide the same;  
 
WHEREAS the Province has both the ultimate responsibility and the resources to fund public 
education facilities, and not municipal tax payers; and  
 
WHEREAS early engagement in the school site planning process would assist municipalities 
in preparing for what is required; for example, development planning, future development 
considerations, financial planning, and assisting with future school siting and surrounding use 
considerations in a manner that is timely and does not burden local taxpayers. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the AUMA advocate for the relevant Government of 
Alberta departments (e.g. Municipal Affairs, Education and Infrastructure) to develop 
necessary legislation, policy, and procedures to ensure productive engagement with Alberta 
municipalities in the early stages of planning and announcing new school sites. 
 
Background: 
The announcement of a new school for a community is great news. However, the excitement 
that surrounds the prospect of a new school usually puts a municipality in the position of 
scrambling to ensure a site that meets the expectations and needs of all parties involved – i.e.: 
the Province and the school divisions. Municipalities too often are not involved in the 
Province’s and school divisions’ site planning until late in the process or not until after an 
announcement.  These circumstances can place a municipality under a great deal of pressure 
of delivery of a school site, development considerations, and the financial resources required, 
which they often have not prepared for. Working with the Province and the school divisions 
collaboratively and, earlier in the planning process, would give municipalities a better 
opportunity to plan and prepare for the provision of future school sites. On-going dialogue 
would also help inform all parties involved, particularly the Province, of the development 
realities and financial considerations that urban municipalities face in undertaking their roles 
in school site provision. 
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AUMA Comments:  
This resolution renews an expired resolution AUMA members adopted in 2015, which called 
for a coordinated approach to School Site Procurement. An overview of AUMA’s advocacy on 
this issue can be found on the Resolution’s Library. In addition, as part of our ongoing work 
on Municipal Government Act review and change management, AUMA has advocated for 
provisions requiring Joint Use and Planning Agreements (JUPA) between municipalities and 
school boards to be enacted. Once these provisions are enacted AUMA plans to work with 
Municipal Affairs, Alberta Education, RMA, and the School Boards Association to develop tools 
to support creating and implementation of JUPAs 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A13 
Town of Okotoks  

Town of Hinton  
Mobile Home Sites Tenancy Act 

 
WHEREAS the Mobile Home Sites Tenancy Act sets out the rights and responsibilities that 
apply to people who own a mobile home and rent the mobile home site (pad) from a 
landlord; 
 
WHEREAS Service Alberta is responsible for the enforcement of the Mobile Homes Sites 
Tenancy Act and Regulations; 
 
WHEREAS mobile home tenants have limited options for obtaining solutions to ongoing 
issues regarding targeted rent increases, safety and accessibility within the mobile home 
parks; 
  
WHEREAS mobile home tenants’ quality of life, including economic and social impacts, may 
be at risk through a municipality enforcing mandatory improvements to the property owned 
by mobile home landlords; and 
 
WHEREAS a municipality has limited authority or tools to effectively manage quality of life 
and safety issues arising between mobile home park landlords and tenants; and  
 
WHEREAS Service Alberta offers binding mediated resolution services only to regular 
landlord and tenant disputes under the Residential Tenancies Dispute Resolution Service; 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the AUMA urge the Government of Alberta to conduct a 
review and amend the Mobile Home Sites Tenancy Act to offer Residential Tenancies Disputes 
Resolution Services to mobile home site residents, to prohibit the potential practice of 
“economic eviction” of residents by defining such targeted rental increases as an offence and 
address the quality of life and safety of mobile home park tenants.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
In 2016, the Town of Okotoks submitted an AUMA resolution regarding an amendment to the 
Mobile Home Sites Tenancy Act to offer Residential Tenancies Disputes Resolution Services 
(RTDRS) to mobile home park residents. This resolution was passed, but saw a limited 
response from the Government of Alberta over the last three years. 
 
Residents of mobile home park sites across Alberta should be afforded the same binding 
mediation services as offered to other landlord/tenant situations to bring effective and 
efficient resolution to tenancy issues.  The Residential Tenancies Dispute Resolution Services 
is a free service offered under regular tenancy/landlord disputes where a tribunal can make 
decisions and issue a binding order that is filed at court.  This service should be offered under 
the MHSTA also.   
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The Mobile Home Sites Tenancy Act is in dire need of a substantial review or revision to provide 
for more protections and address safety concerns for tenants.  Through the Act, municipalities 
have the authority to create Advisory Boards to educate and advise landlords and tenants on 
rental practices, rights and remedies; and to mediate disputes. The Act does not provide 
municipalities authority to enforce reasonable solutions to disputes that support the safety 
and quality of life of the mobile home site tenants, who may have limited income or alternate 
housing options.  
 
Municipalities therefore have no levers to create remedies to issues that are sometimes 
decades old, and are unable to effectively support tax paying citizens living within municipal 
jurisdiction. This is a problem that affects numerous municipalities across Alberta—and is a 
problem in need of immediate provincial attention through dialogue with the AUMA.  
 
AUMA Comments: 
AUMA members adopted a resolution on the same issue in 2016, which expires this year. In 
response to AUMA’s advocacy, the previous government indicated that it was considering 
expanding the reach of the Residential Tenancy Dispute Resolution Service to mobile home 
site tenants, and to prohibit the practice referred to as "economic eviction”. However, it is not 
known if the current government is willing to do the same. The current resolution provides 
the opportunity for AUMA to re-profile this issue and learn about the current government’s 
position on this issue. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A14 
City of St. Albert 

Advertisement and Promotion of Vaping Products to Youth 
 
WHEREAS federal and provincial regulations are in place that restrict the advertisement and 
promotion of tobacco products and specifically ban any such advertising and promotion that 
is directed at young people; 
 
WHEREAS similar regulations are not in place for vaping products in Alberta, but do exist in 
other provinces; 
 
WHEREAS the federal government is contemplating national regulations related to the 
advertisement of vaping products, yet no timeline for implementation has been established;  
 
WHEREAS vaping rates among Alberta high school students almost tripled from 2015 to 
2017; and 
 
WHEREAS vaping increasingly poses a threat to the progress made on preventing teen 
nicotine addiction and tobacco-use, and its related health effects place unnecessary costs on 
the provincial healthcare system and Alberta taxpayers. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
expeditiously amend the Tobacco and Smoking Reduction Act and/or regulations under that 
statute, as required to ban the advertisement and promotion of vaping products to Alberta’s 
youth.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
Vaping is the act of inhaling or exhaling an aerosol produced by a vaping product, such as an 
electronic cigarette. Vaping does not require burning like cigarette smoking. The device heats 
a liquid into a vapor, which then turns to aerosol. This vapor is often flavored and can contain 
nicotine. 
 
Health advocates have raised concerns regarding rising rates of youth vaping. Health Canada 
states that: 

• There is substantial evidence that e-cigarette (a type of vaping product) use results in 
symptoms of dependence; 

• There is substantial evidence that e-cigarette use increases the risk of ever using 
combustible tobacco cigarettes among youth and young adults; and, 

• Children and youth are especially susceptible to the harmful effects of nicotine, 
including addiction. They may become dependent on nicotine with lower levels of 
exposure than adults. 
 

The University of Waterloo notes that the percentage of Albertans who are smokers has been 
steadily declining since 1999, from 26% in 1999 to 16% in 2015. Given that Health Canada 
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notes that there is substantial evidence that e-cigarette use increases risk of ever using 
combustible tobacco cigarettes, and that vaping rates are quickly increasing, vaping poses a 
threat to the progress made on preventing teen nicotine addiction.  
 
The 2016-17 Canadian Student Tobacco, Alcohol and Drugs Survey, administered to 
Canadians between grades 7 and 12 indicates that: 

• The number of Alberta high school students who admit to vaping almost tripled 
between 2015 and 2017, from 8% to 22%;  

• 15% of Canadian students in grades 10-12 used a vaping product in the past 30 days, 
up from 9% in 2014-15; and 

• 53% of Canadian students in grades 7-12 responded it would be “fairly easy” or “very 
easy” to get a vaping product such as e-cigarettes if they wanted to. 
 

The Conference Board of Canada notes that in 2012, tobacco use resulted in $6.5 billion in 
direct healthcare costs, and 45,464 deaths were attributable to smoking in Canada. 
At the time of development of this resolution (April 2019), the Government of Canada is 
considering new regulations through the Tobacco and Vaping Products Act for vaping 
products that would restrict the advertisement of products by limiting the locations where 
advertisements can be placed and the display of vaping products in certain retail locations; 
limiting the content in advertisements; and informing the public through a health warning on 
advertisements. These changes would ensure vaping advertising is treated similarly to 
tobacco advertising. Whether these will be adopted or not, and a timeline for implementation 
is not known at this time. There are no known FCM resolutions on this topic.  
 
Since there is no timeline on implementation of federal legislation, because of the dramatic 
increase in youth vaping in Alberta, and that all provinces other than Alberta and 
Saskatchewan regulate e-cigarette use and restrict the promotion and advertisement of 
vaping products, the City of St. Albert believes this topic is provincial in scope. In Alberta, 
vaping advertisements are not restricted, and are on display in locations that youth frequent, 
unlike tobacco products. This includes at the checkout at convenience stores, and outside the 
store near schools. The Government of Alberta has an opportunity to be nimble and address 
this rising issue quickly and effectively.  
 
In the event the Government of Canada has established a timeline for implementation, or 
implemented nation-wide vaping regulations come Fall 2019, this resolution may no longer 
be required. Alternatively, there may be gaps in the federal regulations that the Alberta 
Government can address through amendments to the Tobacco and Smoking Reduction Act.  
There is also little precedent for municipal regulation of product advertisement in Alberta, 
with most examples of product regulation existing at the provincial and federal orders of 
government. Changes to the Alberta Tobacco and Smoking Reduction Act to regulate the 
advertisement of vaping products in a similar manner to that of tobacco would effectively 
eliminate the kind of advertising and promotion that targets young people, and should help 
to reverse the trend of rising rates of youth vaping in Alberta.  
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There are no active or historical AUMA resolutions related to vaping.  
 
References 
Conference Board of Canada. (2017, October). The Costs of Tobacco Use in Canada, 2012. 
Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-
sc/documents/services/publications/healthy-living/costs-tobacco-use-canada- 2012/Costs-
of-Tobacco-Use-in-Canada-2012-eng.pdf.  
 
Government of Canada. (2018, June 12). Detailed tables for the Canadian Student Tobacco, 
Alcohol and Drugs Survey 2016-17. Retrieved from https://www.canada.ca/en/health 
canada/services/canadian-student-tobacco-alcohol-drugs-survey/2016-2017 supplementary-
tables.html  
 
Health Canada. (2019, March 13). Risks of vaping. Retrieved from 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/smoking-tobacco/vaping/risks.html   
 
University of Waterloo. (n.d.) Tobacco use in Canada: Alberta. Retrieved from  
https://uwaterloo.ca/tobacco-use-canada/adult-tobacco-use/smoking-provinces/alberta  
 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A15 
City of Lethbridge 

Town of Olds 
Presumed Consent for Human Organ and Tissue Donation 

 
WHEREAS there are over 4,500 Canadians waiting for organ transplants, and the time on the 
wait list impacts their family lives and their ability to live and work as productively as they 
could if new organs and tissues were available to them; 
 
WHEREAS consent to donate is addressed under the provincial statutes pertaining to organ 
and tissue donation; 
 
WHEREAS in 2019 the Province of Nova Scotia unanimously passed Bill 133, The Human 
Organ and Tissue Donation Act, to make organ and tissue donation an opting-out decision 
and not an opting-in decision; 
 
WHEREAS the introduction of a presumed consent regime, where consent to donate is 
presumed unless a person has expressly indicated otherwise during their lifetime, would 
increase donor rates; and 
 
WHEREAS the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA) believes that healthy 
communities are important to all Albertans, in terms of enjoying a better quality of life, 
managing health risks for individuals, families and communities, and seeing efficiencies in the 
cost of health care, 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to follow 
the Government of Nova Scotia and create legislation that makes organ and tissue donation a 
program that needs to be opted out of and not opted into for adults in Alberta. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
On April 6, 2018, Canadians were heartbroken to hear the news of the Humboldt Broncos bus 
crash. Sixteen people lost their lives and thirteen will suffer with physical and emotional scars 
for life. The day after the Humboldt Broncos bus crash, Logan Boulet of Lethbridge, Alberta, 
succumbed to his injuries. His parents, Bernadine and Toby Boulet, offered to donate his 
organs, resulting in six other lives being saved. The previous year, Logan's coach and mentor, 
Ric Suggitt passed away and was a registered organ donor. This act prompted Logan to tell 
his parents that he was registering as an organ donor as well. As news spread of the organ 
donation by this young hockey player, over 100,000 people registered to become organ 
donors in the days and weeks that followed. To date, this is the largest number of Canadians 
registering to become organ donors in Canadian history due to one event or one person. 
What happened following Logan's selfless act, is nothing less than miraculous and became 
known across Canada as the "Logan Boulet Effect'. 
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The Boulet family is working diligently to spread Logan's message that organ donation is 
important and now we all continue to be inspired by this young man and his legacy. Logan 
Boulet had made the commitment to opt into organ and tissue donation and this act of 
kindness has inspired many in the Olds community to join in raising awareness of this cause. 
Logan's dad grew up in Olds and Logan's grandparents still reside in Olds, and many residents 
in the Olds community are part of continuing the Logan Boulet Effect. The Town of Olds 
encourages its community members to talk to their families and register as organ donors, but 
this cause impacts every community. 
 
A gap between the need for organ and tissue donation and the documented consent of 
available donors is a problem in Canada. Every year, too many people die while waiting for an 
organ donation, and over 1,600 Canadians are added to organ wait lists. There is a difference 
between intent to be a donor and legal consent. Often people will consider donating their 
organs and tissues; however, they wait until the time is right. That is often too late for many to 
do their generous act. According to the Canadian Institute for Health Information, the 
deceased donor rate in Canada increased by 42% between 2007 and 2016. The Canadian 
Transplant Association indicates that almost 90% of Canadians say they support organ 
donation, but only 23% have registered their intent to donate. Though donation rates have 
improved over the last ten years, there is more to be done, as approximately 250 Canadians 
die annually waiting for an organ transplant. One donor can benefit more than 75 people and 
save up to eight lives. 
 
In Canada, notwithstanding Nova Scotia's passing Bill 133 in April 2019, all provinces and 
territories operate on opt-in, or explicit consent, or required consent systems whereby an 
individual expresses the intention to become a donor. Presumed consent is sometimes 
described as an 'opt-out' system for organ donation. It works by assuming that, unless people 
express a wish otherwise, they are willing to donate their organs. Proponents of a presumed 
consent approach note that the clear majority of Canadians are in favour of organ donation 
when asked, but only a fraction of those who are in favour actually register their intent to do 
so. 
 
There is currently particular interest in organ donation and the impact a change in legislation 
or policy can have on donation rates. The lack of organ donation is an issue that impacts 
individuals and families in every Alberta community. 
 
The Town of Olds and the City of Lethbridge would like to co-sponsor a resolution that 
reverses the current situation and while the choice of donating is still up to adults over 18, the 
decision would be to opt-out of the program and not be required to take steps to opt-in. 
 
AUMA Comments: 
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue.  
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AUMA Resolution 2019.16 
City of Lethbridge 

Provincial Drug Strategy 
 
WHEREAS all municipalities are contending with the social consequences of addictions; and 
 
WHEREAS there is no provincial drug strategy to support local communities with the issues 
resulting from the opioid crisis in particular, and the addictions crisis in general. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to adopt 
a provincial drug strategy which develops a strategic response to addictions, including 
prevention, treatment, harm reduction and community safety. 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the provincial drug strategy recognizes the uniqueness of 
each municipality and is flexible to reflect the individual needs of each community. 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the provincial drug strategy focus on balanced solutions 
that reflect the four pillars of: 

1. Prevention and Education; 
2. Treatment;  
3. Harm Reduction; and 
4. Enforcement. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
The drug crisis has hit our community, province, and country hard. Overdose deaths have 
been climbing rapidly over the past two years; so much so, they’ve impacted a recent 
Statistics Canada report which shows life expectancy has stopped increasing in Canada for 
the first time in four decades.  
 
According to an Alberta Health Services report, Alberta Opioid Response Surveillance Report 
2018 Q4, “746 people died from an apparent accidental opioid poisoning in 2018. On average, 
2 individuals die every day in Alberta as a result of an apparent accidental opioid poisoning. In 
the most recent quarter, 159 people died from an apparent accidental fentanyl-related 
poisoning, compared to 180 people in the previous quarter.” 
 
When looking at how this crisis affects emergency department across the province, AHS 
found “in the third quarter of 2018, there were 2,930 emergency and urgent care visits related 
to harm associated with opioids and other drug use. In the previous quarter, there were 2,974 
emergency and urgent care visits related to opioids and other substances of misuse. In the 
third quarter of 2018, emergency and urgent care visits related to harm associated with 
opioids and other drug use occurred among 2,460 unique individuals, of whom 13 per cent 
had more than one visit.” 
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We know that cities across the province are experiencing an increase in homelessness and 
this goes hand in hand with the drug crisis. According to the 7 Cities on housing and 
homelessness 2018 Point-in-Time Homelessness Count report, five of the seven cities counted 
more people experiencing homelessness in 2018 than in 2016. Lethbridge has seen more 
than a 150 per cent increase in homelessness since 2016. Of those who identified as 
homeless, more than 40 per cent indicated they were homeless due to drug and substance 
abuse.  
 
We are making headway in saving lives and preventing overdose deaths with resources like 
safe consumption sites, but we need help to implement an exit strategy for those who are 
battling drug addiction. We know the issues our cities face and what needs to be done. What 
we need is the support to implement a solution that works. This includes a model of care that 
includes intox, detox, treatment where drug replacement therapies are utilized, and lastly a 
sustainable housing strategy that includes ongoing social supports. There are municipalities 
who are showing this integrated model works and they are experiencing success in battling 
this drug crisis. 
 
We recognize that as individual municipalities, we cannot defeat this drug crisis alone. We 
urge the provincial government to develop an overall drug strategy in consultation with 
stakeholders so that we can serve the residents of our cities and province to the best of our 
abilities, in a focused and proactive direction. 
 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. However, advocating for 
improvements to Alberta’s mental health and addictions system, including access to 
supports through a provincial 211 service and action to address the opioid crisis, is a 
strategic priority for AUMA’s Safe and Healthy Communities Committee in 2019. AUMA 
members also passed a resolution in 2017 requesting that the Government of Alberta 
establish a Provincial/Municipal Working Group on Opioids to directly engage municipalities 
in addressing the opioid crisis. The government responded by appointing an AUMA Board 
member to the Opioid Emergency Response Commission to represent municipalities. AUMA 
is also represented on the Valuing Mental Health Advisory Committee, which is overseeing 
the implementation of the provincial mental health strategy. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A17 
City of Red Deer 

Needle Debris 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta, through various agencies, annually distributes millions 
of harm reduction needles, province-wide, in response to the opioid/drug addiction crisis in 
Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS needles are used by people with specific health conditions and addictions, and the 
majority of needles are disposed of safely by the people who have used them; however, work 
is needed to respond to the increased needle debris; 
 
WHEREAS while needle distribution is reducing the number of shared needles used, a 
growing number of discarded needles are being discovered in public spaces such as parks 
and recreation areas, causing significant public health and safety concerns; and 
 
WHEREAS municipalities are being increasingly burdened by the rising costs of needle debris 
clean-up, and many citizens are deeply concerned for their health and safety. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate to the Government of Alberta for a 
province-wide strategy for the clean-up and disposal of used needle debris, and for the 
Government of Alberta to provide additional resources to municipalities to collect and 
dispose of used needles;  
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT that until such time as a strategy is established, the 
Province provides adequate funding to municipalities to respond to these ongoing costs. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
This issue is being felt by municipalities across the province. A snapshot of Red Deer's 
experience is shared below.  
 
The Government of Alberta through its agencies distributes harm reduction supplies in 
Central Alberta. The Safer Injection tools they distribute include syringes, filters, alcohol 
swabs, ties (also known as tourniquets), sharps containers, individual waters, cookers, vitamin 
C, and citric acid. The Safer Inhalation tools they distribute include stems and crystal meth 
pipes (also known as straight shooters or pipes), mouthpieces, screens, and pushes. There was 
a distribution of 422,675 new needles in 2014-I 5 throughout central Alberta, and these 
numbers increased to 529,863 in 2015-16. Based on harm reduction best practices, this is not 
a needle exchange program, and thus there is no expectation of needles being returned. 
Based on a historical context, approximately a third of needles are not returned to agencies, 
although they may also be disposed of through non-tracked means such as private 
pharmacies or distributed to other communities. 
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The needles that are unaccounted for represent a significant community safety issue and lend 
themselves to a negative perception of the places they are found. 
  
Although Alberta's Health Ministry has implemented an effective Harm Reduction program, 
they have failed to address the resulting community safety impact their program has on the 
community. This has left the burden of the resulting cleanup process on the municipal 
taxpayers. 
 
http://www.reddeer.ca/whats-happening/our-response -to-social-disorder--commun ity­ 
safety/social -disorder/needle-debris/ 
 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue.  
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A18 
Town of Strathmore 

Diagnostic Medical Imaging Guidelines 
 
WHEREAS communities outside the 100-kilometre radius of major Alberta cities are not 
allowed certain medical imaging or interventional radiology, which negatively impacts some 
communities;  
 
WHEREAS the current standards for diagnostic medical imaging are outdated, and 
technology has now advanced to the point that medical imaging can be done with ease from 
any place where reliable technology can be accessed; 
 
WHEREAS the lack of such resources causes significant stress to rural and suburban 
populations whose members must expend great amounts of time and effort to travel to cities 
to access diagnostic imaging and interventional radiology; and 
 
WHEREAS communities such as Strathmore must utilize significant amounts of funding for 
ambulance and other medical transport such as Handi-Bus. 
 
IT IS THERFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to urge the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons to change their current practice to allow communities 
within a 100-kilometre radius of Alberta major cities to install diagnostic imaging and/or 
interventional radiology as they determine it to be useful, requisite, or fundamental to serving 
the needs of their respective communities. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The current standards of diagnostic medical imaging guidelines prohibit the deployment of 
diagnostic medical imaging equipment within a one-hundred-kilometer radius of a major city 
(50,000 population). Sending patients to larger centers for basic services is disruptive, and 
very costly. Using geography to evaluate safety is very detrimental and creates a gap in 
service to citizens of rural populations.   
 
Allowing medical imaging within the one-hundred-kilometer radius would provide for 
ultrasound services to communities such as Strathmore and other rural populations. 
Advancements in technology have made these services practical and readily available. A 
change in policy would ensure these services are available to residents without the extra 
burden of travel which is unsafe and costly. 
 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. However, analysis and 
advocacy relating to healthcare outside of metropolitan areas is a strategic priority for AUMA 
in 2019. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. A19 
City of Grande Prairie 

Town of Vegreville 
Making Children’s Health Care a Priority in Alberta 

 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta is spending $22.1 billion this year on health care, 
representing almost 40 percent of total budget expenditures and an increase of 2.2 percent 
compared to the health budget last fiscal year;  
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population is experiencing a high natural growth rate and twenty-five 
percent of the province’s population is below the age of 18, and by 2041 the annual number 
of births in Alberta is expected to grow by 26 percent; 
 
WHEREAS it is forecast that communities outside Edmonton and Calgary will see significant 
growth in the number of young people by 2046; 
 
WHEREAS children’s health care is unique and requires a different approach than adult care 
given that children are particularly vulnerable to illness and infection, many of which can 
have lifelong ramifications if not properly treated; 
 
WHEREAS only two out of 106 acute care hospitals in Alberta are dedicated to children’s 
health; 
 
WHEREAS treating children close to home has proven health benefits and can help bend the 
cost-curve on the overall health expenditures for the Government of Alberta; and 
 
WHEREAS the Stollery Children’s Hospital and Alberta Children’s Hospital treat children from 
across the province (and beyond) and are able to leverage world-class physicians and 
technology to support treatment of children in health facilities across Alberta. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
support enhancements to existing infrastructure and programming in regional hospitals 
outside of Edmonton and Calgary in order to provide an increased level of care to children, 
while recognizing that the Stollery Children’s Hospital and the Alberta Children’s Hospital 
serve as critical hubs to this growing network of care for children’s health across the province.  
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
recognize children’s mental and physical health as a priority by making advanced, specialized 
pediatric care accessible to all Alberta children, regardless of where they live.  
 
Alberta continues to have the youngest population in Canada with nearly 20 per cent of its 
population between the ages of 0 and 14. 1 Between 2017 and 2025, the population aged 5 to 
17 years is expected to increase at an average annual rate of 2.1%.2  
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Alberta’s 2018-2046 population projection shows that many regions outside of the Edmonton 
and Calgary Metro areas will see significant growth in the 0-14-year-old cohort of their 
population. Specifically; Red Deer, Grande Prairie, Medicine Hat and Lethbridge will all see 
greater than 30 per cent growth in this demographic; Camrose, Drumheller, and Slave Lake 
will see 20 per cent and; Wood Buffalo, Rocky Mountain House, Grande Cache, Pincher Creek 
and Cold Lake will all see greater than 10 per cent growth in this youngest portion of their 
population.3   
 
Last year, 44 per cent of Stollery patients came from outside the Edmonton area, while 24 per 
cent of The Alberta Children’s Hospital came from outside the Calgary area.4 
 
Sources: 

1. Statistics Canada. (2018, May 30). Census Profile, 2016 Census Alberta and Canada. 
Retrieved June 4, 2019, from https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm 
 

2. Government of Alberta, Office of Statistics and Information. (n.d.). Population statistics. 
Retrieved June 4, 2019, from https://www.alberta.ca/population-statistics.aspx 
 

3. Government of Alberta, Treasury Board and Finance, Office of Statistics and 
Information. (2018, July 3). Population Projection Alberta and Census Divisions, 2018–
2046. Retrieved from https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/90a09f08-c52c-43bd-b48a-
fda5187273b9/resource/1748a22b-c37e-4c53-8bb5-eb77222c68d8/download/2018-
2046-alberta-population-projections.pdf 
 

4. Provided by Katherine Sweet, Director of Strategic Partnerships with the Stollery 
Children’s Hospital Foundation.  

 
AUMA Comments:  
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue. However, advocating for 
improvements to Alberta’s mental health, is a strategic priority for AUMA’s Safe and Healthy 
Communities Committee in 2019. AUMA is also represented on the Valuing Mental Health 
Advisory Committee, which is overseeing the implementation of the provincial mental 
health strategy. 

85

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm
https://www.alberta.ca/population-statistics.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/90a09f08-c52c-43bd-b48a-fda5187273b9/resource/1748a22b-c37e-4c53-8bb5-eb77222c68d8/download/2018-2046-alberta-population-projections.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/90a09f08-c52c-43bd-b48a-fda5187273b9/resource/1748a22b-c37e-4c53-8bb5-eb77222c68d8/download/2018-2046-alberta-population-projections.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/90a09f08-c52c-43bd-b48a-fda5187273b9/resource/1748a22b-c37e-4c53-8bb5-eb77222c68d8/download/2018-2046-alberta-population-projections.pdf


2019 Resolutions Book- Version 2 – September 11, 2019 
 

 
55 

AUMA Resolution 2019. A20 
Town of Okotoks 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Day 
 
WHEREAS in 1873 the Parliament of Canada established a police force named the North-West 
Mounted Police to enforce law in Canada’s newly acquired territory in Western Canada; 
 
WHEREAS in 1919 the Parliament of Canada voted to form a national police force by merging 
the North-West Mounted Police and the Dominion Police of Eastern Canada, and on 
February 1, 1920, the newly formed force was named the Royal Canadian Mounted Police; 
 
WHEREAS the Royal Canadian Mounted Police has continued to grow as a police force having 
jurisdiction in eight provinces and three territories and, through its national police services, 
offering resources to other Canadian law enforcement agencies; 
 
WHEREAS today the scope of services and operations of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
in Canada has expanded and includes enforcement against organized crime, terrorism, illicit 
drugs, economic crimes, and offences that threaten the integrity of Canada’s national 
borders; 
 
WHEREAS the men and women of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police have given much to 
our communities in terms of service and sacrifice; and 
 
WHEREAS there is a need to recognize and promote awareness of the important history and 
role of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in Alberta. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the AUMA advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
declare, in each year, February 1, as “Royal Canadian Mounted Police Day”. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The RCMP was founded in 1873 and was originally known as the Royal Northwest Mounted 
Police. It later merged in 1920 with the Dominion Police in eastern Canada to be the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. The service originally was started to bring law to western Canada 
in the 1870s.   
 
The members of the RCMP should have a day that recognizes the work they do to provide 
security in our communities and acknowledge the dangerous situations the men and women 
of the RCMP deal with every day on our behalves. 
 
Manitoba was the first province in 2017 to declare February 1 as Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police Day.   

 
AUMA Comments: 
AUMA does not have a current policy position on this specific issue.  
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2019 Resolutions 
EXTRAORDINARY CATEGORY 

 
 

AUMA Resolutions Policy: 
 

 
An Extraordinary Resolution deals with an emergent issue of 
concern to the general membership that has arisen after the May 31, 
2019 resolution deadline, where a critical aspect o the issue needs to 
be or will be addressed before the next Convention. 
 
Prior to the merits of any proposed extraordinary resolution being 
debated, a 2/3 majority vote is required to determine whether it 
meets the criteria in Section 13 and therefore will be considered at the 
Resolutions Session. 
 
Extraordinary resolutions accepted for consideration by the 
Resolutions Session shall be presented following debate of the 
Provincial Scope resolutions. 

 
1 resolution is recommended under this Category to date. 
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AUMA Resolution 2019. E1 
Town of Peace River 

Taxation of Intermunicipal Cost Sharing Agreements      
 

WHEREAS Section 55(1) of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) permits a municipality to 
enter into an agreement with another municipality to share grants paid under section 366 or 
taxes; and  
 
WHEREAS the Canada Revenue Agency’s (CRA) GST/HST Technical Bulletin B-067 provides 
that a transfer payment made for a public purpose does not constitute a taxable supply; and 
 
WHEREAS the CRA has recently determined that a cost share agreement may constitute a 
taxable supply; and 
 
WHEREAS Part 17.2 of the MGA requires the establishment of intermunicipal collaboration 
frameworks that include cost sharing agreements for infrastructure and services that provide 
mutual benefit; and 
 
WHEREAS there now exists a situation whereby municipalities are required to enter into 
agreements with no clear provision for ascertaining the taxation status of matters within the 
agreements. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the AUMA engage with the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities, other municipalities and municipal organizations to advocate for the CRA to 
officially confirm intermunicipal cost sharing arrangements and resulting fund transfers as 
being made for a public purpose and therefore not constituting a taxable supply; and 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the AUMA provide material assistance in the preparation of 
the Appeal to the Minister. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The CRA Technical Bulletin B-067 exempts payment of GST for grants, subsidies and transfer 
payments on several grounds, including when: 

a. The transfer is made for a public purpose; 
b. No direct benefit is provided to the grantor or a specified third party; 
c. The payment is not for a purchase purpose; 
d. The transfer payments are part of a regular, on-going program of financial support 
e. The grantor is not a commercial organization; and 
f. No supply was made solely for the purposes of accountability by any party. 

 
In July 2019, the CRA upheld an auditor’s report which found that items on intermunicipal 
cost share agreements constituted “supply”. Specifically cited was language within the 
agreement which, while establishing the agreement as being for regional benefit, specified 
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that the signatories would “provide access to regional assets, programs and services to each 
other’s residents in a manner that does not discriminate between them.” 
 
The CRA holds that the clause constituted a “supply of access” under the Excise Tax Act, S. 
146(e) even though no direct benefit was provided such as preferential rates, right of access, 
purchase of service, nor other form of supply. This ruling contradicted a previous CRA 
assessment in 2011 when the same clauses were in effect and the auditor at that time did not 
assess the agreements as ‘supply’. 
 
CRA further applies this interpretation to transfers outside the specified agreements. For 
example, where the cost share agreement covered Recreation Programs and arena operating 
costs, CRA assessed GST on $8,000,000 in capital contributions to a new multiplex. Additional 
examples of areas assessed, but outside the specified agreements, include: 

a. Contributions to the Healthcare Attraction and Retention Committee; 
b. Costs for an RCMP Liaison Officer; 
c. Fire Hall Lease cost share; 
d. Canada Day Fireworks contribution; and 

 
This finding potentially affects all Alberta municipalities given that: 

1. There is no longer surety with respect to how CRA is determining ‘public purpose’. 
With the requirement to develop Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks, it is now 
unclear as to which items should or will be assessed as taxable supply. 
 

2. Related clauses in any existing agreements expose municipalities and other public 
bodies to risk of reassessment. 
 

3. Adjustment, collection and remittance of GST assessed under this interpretation 
imposes a substantial burden on municipalities in terms of manpower and short-term 
expenditure. 
 

4. The inconsistency within the interpretation of agreements and the Technical Bulletin 
results in accounting firms being unable to appropriately advise their clients as to their 
financial obligations. As a result, municipalities are severely hampered in their ability 
to provide accurate annual financial statements to the Province 

 
While this finding currently rests on a single case, it establishes a precedent which affects any 
municipality or public body which has entered into a cost sharing agreement. Given that any 
GST collected in the course of a cost sharing agreement is reflected by an input tax credit, this 
finding does not affect the balance of GST revenue received by CRA. It does, however, impair 
the ability of municipalities to enter effective agreements, appropriately collect/remit GST, 
and maintain accurate financial statements. 
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AUMA Comments:  
AUMA understands that that the CRA is currently assessing the original audit and is preparing 
further information for the Town of Peace River.  Pending the CRA’s assessment, the Town of 
Peace River can file an appeal. AUMA is actively communicating with excise tax experts and 
FCM to seek more information and an early resolution of this issue.  AUMA will stay in close 
contact with the Town of Peace River as they move through the assessment and potential 
appeal process and will provide updates to members through the weekly Digest as 
appropriate. 
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Overall 

• AUMA appreciates the intent of the MacKinnon Panel on Alberta's Finances to provide 

recommendations on how the Government of Alberta can improve its financing and smooth 

out “rollercoaster” spending patterns. 

• We remain committed to working with the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) and the 

province to create a new fiscal framework for municipalities that supports the province’s 

financial goals while maintaining the critical infrastructure that supports Albertans’ quality of 

life. 

Areas of Alignment 

Capital Spending - Municipal Grants (pages 55-56) 

We agree that capital spending on infrastructure contributes to both the quality of life and the 

productive capacity of Albertans. 

• We concur that Alberta must continue to grow its economy to retain and attract young 

people. We also know that a modern economy and current local infrastructure are key to 

achieving this goal. 

The MacKinnon Report largely reaffirms our positions on infrastructure funding.  

• We continue to support the creation of a capital spending plan that will provide 

sustainable and predictable funding for municipalities.  

• We encourage collaboration between the province & municipalities on a 20-year 

infrastructure investment plan. 

We appreciate the support to make better use of the federal infrastructure funding through the 

Canadian Infrastructure Program (ICIP). 

 

We agree that the allocation of municipal funding needs to be adjusted to: 

• ensure funding is received according to each municipality’s needs; and 

• address municipalities’ lack of capacity to increase mill rates. 

 

Improvements to Capital Planning (page 80)  

We agree that the capital process and system must consider future operating impacts as a mandatory 

requirement for approval. The selection criteria for projects should include considerations about 
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operating costs to ensure that a project balances a municipality’s needs with revenue considerations 

(such as with water and wastewater projects). 

Fixed Budget Dates (page 72) 

We agree with the panel’s recommendation to establish a fixed budget date (Recommendation 25). 

This would provide municipalities more predictability when determining their own budgets.  

Nurse Practitioners (page 72) 

In keeping with the spirit of our February 2019 decision to support a Primary Care Position Statement 

from the Nurse Practitioner Association of Alberta, as well as previous resolutions from our members, 

we support the MacKinnon Panel’s assertion that “many health care problems can be more 

appropriately treated at less cost by other health professionals, like Nurse Practitioners.”  

Our Questions 

Capital Spending - Municipal Grants (pages 55-56) 

We agree there is only one taxpayer, which gives us pause on the panel’s conclusion that increasing 

the pressure on municipal property taxpayers is the answer to funding capital projects. It is the same 

taxpayer. 

• Tax-shifting from the province to municipalities is only downloading the burden of 

revenue-raising and impedes intermunicipal collaboration that sees more effective and 

efficient infrastructure investment in regions. 

The report states that capital grants to municipalities make up 25% of the provincial government’s 

capital spending, and that the government can’t maintain these levels. The report also suggests 

municipalities should contribute more to infrastructure projects. However, municipalities own and 

maintain 60% of Alberta’s infrastructure, while they receive only 10% of every tax dollar.  

• Provincial legislation limits municipalities’ revenue generating options, resulting in 

reliance on property taxes. Urban municipalities do not have room to increase property 

taxes, especially considering that the provincial government takes roughly 30% of the 

property tax base for education from the same taxpayer the report references. 
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Municipal Accountability (page 56) 

We question the report recommendation to establish more accountability mechanisms to monitor the 

delivery of municipal programs and services. Municipalities are already the most transparent level of 

government.  

• Our budgets are debated in open council meetings. 

• We provide detailed financial reporting to Municipal Affairs, and those results are 

accessible to the public. 

• Municipalities are the only order of government that cannot run deficits. 

 

The focus of municipal accountability should be to our local electorate, not additional reporting to the 

Government of Alberta, which would only serve to increase the government’s footprint with another 

layer of red tape.  

 

Municipal Grants – Financial Stewardship (page 55) 

The $440 per capita in municipal grants, as stated in the report, is very misleading, as it includes 

federal grant funds (such as the Gas Tax Fund) that flow through the provincial coffers before being 

reallocated to Alberta municipalities. 

 

While we question the validity and context of much of the statistical revenue growth of the province 

and municipalities from 2008 to 2018, one factor is evident — municipalities are superior financial 

steward of taxpayer dollars when compared to the other two orders of government. 

 

Municipalities are the most efficient stewards of financial resources. They are continually required to 

make tough economic decisions, since, unlike the other two orders of government, municipalities 

cannot run financial deficits. 
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2019 Budget

Actual -               

August 31, 2019 Variance % Notes

Administration $315,332 $217,388.09 $97,943.91 68.94%
Clearview swimming pool - $13,315)

White Sands Contract  - $32,000)

Inter Dept Utilty Transfer - $250,000)

Police $563,249 $294,243.25 $269,005.75 52.24% MSI Operating - $53,680

Traffic Fines (Budget - $70,000 / Actual $28,293 - 40%)

Provincial Grant - $347,208

Community Resource Program - $86,069 Clearview 50% / County 25% 

Fire $389,354 $128,540.95 $260,813.05 33.01% regional payment from county

Disaster Services $0 $0.00 0.00%
Bylaw Enforcement $110,150 $110,819.40 -$669.40 100.61% Animal / Business License

Business Licenses (Budget - $86,250 - Actual $89,864 / Animal License - Budget $21,700 - Actual $20,205

Roads, Streets, Walks, Lights $270,515 $63,944.72 $206,570.28 23.64%
Roads Frontage - Pavement (Budget - $62,075)

Airport $10,880 $10,636.86 $243.14 97.77%
Drainage $0 $0.00 $0.00 0.00%
Water Supply & Distribution $3,135,812 $1,831,049.19 $1,304,762.81 58.39%

Metered sale of water (Budget - $1,948,772 / Actual - $1,035,989 - 53%)

Metered out of Town (Budget - $1,064,900 / Actual - $707,287 - 66% )

Bulk water (Budget - $40,000 / Actual $22,296 - 56%)

Sewer $941,490 $542,859.80 $398,630.20 57.66%
Sewer Service Charges (Budget - $880,000 / Actual $511,977 (58%)

Garbage Collection & Disposal $817,205 $465,791.81 $351,413.19 57.00% SWMA haul rebate - $23,000

Residential Garbage Revenue (Budget - $617,580 / Actual $366,381 - 59%)

Recycling Revenue (Budget - $168,480 / Actual - $84,123 - 50%)

FCSS $157,148 $120,011.00 $37,137.00 76.37%
Cemetery $23,600 $9,745.05 $13,854.95 41.29%
Planning & Development $69,500 $29,951.91 $39,548.09 43.10%

Building Permits (Budget - $30,000 / Actual - $20,904 - 70% )

Economic Development - BOT $197,050 $213,091.18 -$16,041.18 108.14%
Subdivison Land $2,000 $14,553.00 -$12,553.00 727.65% Utilty Development Agreement

Land, Housing & Rentals $283,095 $192,688.42 $90,406.58 68.06%
Health Unit - $194,265

Ambulance Station - $20,100

SRC - Library - Budget - $40,000 + $2,000 GST)

Recreation - General $3,520 $1,481.54 $2,038.46 42.09%
Recreation Programs $22,200 $32,309.54 -$10,109.54 145.54% Ball / Soccer (ball diamond fee) 

Facilities $1,192,700 $370,893.05 $821,806.95 31.10% County Partnership - $471,600

Community Hall $53,000 $24,564.29 $28,435.71 46.35%
Senior's Center $17,400 $20,713.73 -$3,313.73 119.04%
Parks $115,650 $101,920.34 $13,729.66 88.13%

Lions Campground - Budget - $90,000 / Actual - $98,980.34 - 110%)

Operating Contingency $0 $0.00 $0.00 0.00%
Taxes / Penalties $8,746,825 $8,753,844.55 -$7,019.55 100.08% Incl Business Taxes / Penalties

Other Revenue $1,717,000 $988,092.66 $728,907.34 57.55%
Franchise Fee - GAS (Budget - $918,000 / Actual - $490,802.35 - 53%)

Franchise Fee - ELECTRIC (Budget - $679,000 / Actual - $411,867.72 -61%

Return on Investments (Budget - $120,000 / Actual - $85,422.59 - 71%)

Total Revenue $19,154,675 $14,539,134.33 $4,615,540.67 75.90%

Revenue
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2019 Budget

Actual -               

August 31, 2019 Variance % Notes

Council & Legislative $209,100 $144,456.05 $64,643.95 69.08%

Council Honorarium (Budget - $148,400 / Actual - $101,115 - 68%)

Council per diem - Budget - $27,000

Council travel & subsistance - Budget - $16,000 / Actual - $13,087 - 82%)

Council membership Conferences (Budget - $15,000 / Actual - $15,034 - 100%)

Administration $1,160,197 $776,339.47 $383,857.53 66.91% Admin, Office, Computer, Assess

Police $1,266,458 $253,126.59 $1,013,331.41 19.99%

RCMP - Contract Billings (Budget - $1,071,838)

Fire $854,865 $404,574.12 $450,290.88 47.33%

Disaster Services $20,218 $658.59 $19,559.41 3.26%

Bylaw Enforcement $181,377 $120,313.18 $61,063.82 66.33%

Common Services $146,230 $80,013.58 $66,216.42 54.72% Shop

Roads, Streets, Walks, Lights $2,099,381 $962,304.18 $1,137,076.82 45.84%

Airport $50,703 $12,852.76 $37,850.24 25.35%

Water Supply & Distribution $3,040,843 $1,590,976.67 $1,449,866.33 52.32%

Sewer $714,907 $393,559.13 $321,347.87 55.05%

Garbage Collection & Disposal $741,935 $391,343.20 $350,591.80 52.75%

FCSS $196,435 $147,326.25 $49,108.75 75.00%

Cemetery $81,428 $28,845.15 $52,582.85 35.42%

Planning & Development $386,605 $152,342.73 $234,262.27 39.41%

Comm Services -Handi Bus $25,000 $25,000.00 $0.00 100.00%

Economic Development $585,067 $388,872.35 $196,194.65 66.47% Ec Dev, BOT. HBC

Subdivison Land $53,920 $36,220.53 $17,699.47 67.17% Unsightly Property

Land, Housing & Rentals (47343) $57,460 $34,167.20 $23,292.80 59.46%

Recreation - General $136,160 $79,079.76 $57,080.24 58.08%

Recreation Programs $80,480 $69,323.87 $11,156.13 86.14%

Facilities $2,268,823 $1,293,821.72 $975,001.28 57.03%

Culture $338,846 $262,229.24 $76,616.76 77.39% Parkland, Library, Museum

Community Hall $122,459 $56,002.06 $66,456.94 45.73%

Senior's Center $13,990 $3,924.54 $10,065.46 28.05%

Parks $653,443 $372,313.82 $281,129.18 56.98%

Contingency $921,350 $0.00 $921,350.00 0.00% WTP Gross Recovery, Tran to Res

WTP gross recovery - ($235,000) (JE made at end of year prior to Audit)

Requisitions $2,746,995 $1,410,606.18 $1,336,388.82 51.35%

ASFF (Budget - $2,231,163 - Actual - $1,072,674 - 48%)

ASFF Separate School (Budget - $184,109 / Actual - $88,514.02 - 48% )

County of Stettler Senior Lodges (Budget - $331,308 - Actual $248,481 - 75% Actual)

Total Expense $19,154,675 $9,490,592.92 $9,664,082.08 49.55%

Surplus / Deficit $0 $5,048,541.41 -$5,048,541.41

Expense

Available for Capital from 2019 Operating Budget for 2019 Capital Budget - $1,076,350 (Water $94,969 + Utility $301,853 (sewer, waste, recycling) + Total 

Available for Capital - $679,528) +  Contingency - Utility - $30,000 / Salaries - $50,000 = $1,156,350
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GL Code Project

Actual Project 

Complete Cost  / 

Council Tender 

Cost / Budget 

cost

2019 Budget 

Expense - 

Approved by 

Council

Difference 

(Actual / 

Budget)

Actual -         

Project 

Expenses - 

August 31, 

2019

Utility (Water) 

Avail for 

Capital  2019 

Interim 

Operating 

Budget (Rates) - 

$94,969

Utility (other) 

Avail for Capital 

2019 Interim 

Operating 

Budget (Rates) - 

$301,853

Available for 

Capital 2019 

Interim 

Operating 

Budget (taxes)- 

$679,528

General Reserve 

4-15-00-00-74-

700

2019 

Operating 

Budget / MSI 

Operating 

($54,199)

Debenture / 

Local 

Improvement

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 - Grants - 

MSI - $526,666 

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 Grants - 

FGT $346,344 

+ FGT Top Up - 

$326,235 = 

$672,579

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 - Grants - 

BMTG 

(population) - 

$315,998 Other Total

ADM 6-12-03-00-30-630 Computer Replacement Program $38,543.00 $14,000 -$24,543 $12,113.00 38,543.00 Office equip 38,543.00

ADM 6-12-03-00-30-630 Computer Server Replacement $24,000.00 $24,000 $0 24,000.00 Office equip 24,000.00

FIRE 6-23-99-91-00-764 2001 Fire Engine Replace-2026-$1M $100,000.00 $100,000 $0 100,000.00 100,000.00

FIRE 6-23-00-00-30-630

2 way radio system Replacement AFRRCS (Alberta 1st Responder 

Communication System) in 2021 $60,150.00 $60,150 $0 60,150.00 60,150.00

FIRE 6-23-00-30-00-630

Decontamination Containment System Air Shelter (total regional 

expense $18,000 $18,000.00 $18,000 $0 2,992.00 6,008.00 Disaster $9,000.00 County 18,000.00

OP 2-32-09-00-01-244 Sidewalk replacement program (yearly) $130,000.00 $130,000 $0 $28,073.43 $55,000 $75,000.00 130,000.00

OP 2-32-09-00-03-244 Pathway Rehab (2017 Council Direction) $30,500.00 $50,000 $19,500 $30,500.00 30,500.00

OP 6-32-09-60-00-660 Pathway Expansion $46,000.00 $100,000 $54,000 $7,202.22 $46,000 46,000.00

OP 2-32-21-00-03-536 Pavement Patching $150,000.00 $150,000 $0 $150,000 150,000.00

Roads 6-32-21-10-22-610  51st Avenue - 59-61st Street Cement and Paving $439,000.00 $450,000 $11,000 $276,931.12 $54,199.00 $68,803.00 $315,998.00 439,000.00

Roads 6-32-21-10-05-610 49th Ave Overlay $186,000.00 $300,000 $114,000 $5,968.95 $186,000.00 186,000.00

Roads 6-32-21-10-01-610 Downtown StreetScape Concept Planning $20,000.00 $20,000 $0 $20,000 20,000.00

Water 6-41-11-10-22-610 Watermain replace on 52nd Street between 48-49 Ave $221,369.75 $280,000 $58,630 $190,113.48 $221,369.75 221,369.75

Water 6-41-11-10-23-610 Watermain replace west of 57ASTbetween 46-47 Ave $229,465.78 $220,000 -$9,466 $7,149.58 $229,465.78 229,465.78

Water 6-41-14-20-01-620 Water Reservoir Pump Upgrades $150,000.00 $150,000 $0 $150,000.00 150,000.00

Water 6-41-11-30-02-630 Water Meter Reader $14,500.00 $14,500 $0 $3,100.00 $14,500.00 14,500.00

Water 2-41-15-00-00-554 Heart Haven / Health Unit Fire Hydrant $7,000.00 $7,000 $0 $7,000.00 7,000.00

Sanitary 6-42-00-10-22-610 Watermain replace west of 57ASTbetween 46-47 Ave $229,465.79 $220,000 -$9,466 $7,149.58 $229,465.79 229,465.79

Sanitary 6-42-00-20-00-620 Lift Stations A & B Furnaces $30,000.00 $30,000 $0 $30,000.00 30,000.00

Sanitary 6-42-01-10-11-610 Lagoon Cell C - Desludging $153,442.67 $300,000 $146,557 $3,911.85 $153,442.67 153,442.67

Storm 6-37-00-10-07-610 Storm Replacement northeast of lift station A (57 Street) $100,000.00 $100,000 $0 $100,000.00 100,000.00

Equip 6-31-11-50-00-650 3/4 Tonne Truck $39,526.25 $40,000 $474 $39,526.25 39,526.25

Equip 6-31-11-50-02-650 Tandem $170,000.00 $170,000 $0 $170,000.00 170,000.00

Equip 6-31-11-30-06-630 Snow Blower $180,000.00 $180,000 $0 $180,000.00 180,000.00

Equip 6-31-11-30-18-630 Vehicle Scanner $10,976.39 $12,000 $1,024 $10,976.39 $10,976.39 10,976.39

Equip 6-32-10-10-01-610 Christmas Decorations $12,000.00 $12,000 $0 $12,000 12,000.00

Cem 6-56-00-60-01-660 Cemetery Columbarium $20,000.00 $20,000 $0 $1,800.00 $20,000 20,000.00

WTP 6-41-01-20-22-620 WTP - MCC Room Air Conditioning $10,000.00 $10,000 $0 $10,000.00 10,000.00

WTP 6-41-01-20-23-620 WTP - Aeration for Low Llift $50,000.00 $50,000 $0 $20,748.28 $50,000.00 50,000.00

WTP 6-41-01-20-10-620 WTP - Cathodic Protection Distribution Line $100,000.00 $100,000 $0 $100,000.00 100,000.00

WTP 6-41-01-20-24-620 WTP - Primary Coagulant $80,000.00 $80,000 $0 $58,635.00 $80,000.00 80,000.00

WTP 6-41-01-20-25-620 WTP - Modify Heating System $15,000.00 $15,000 $0 $3,337.00 $15,000.00 15,000.00

SRC 6-73-11-20-02-620 SRC - New Flooring - Dressing rooms $180,400.00 $165,000 -$15,400 $170,390.08 $180,400 180,400.00

SRC 2-73-11-02-03-239
SRC - Red Arena - Re-vamp player boxes (glass, boards and gates)

$16,500.00 $16,500 $0 $16,500 16,500.00

POOL 2-73-13-03-03-252 Pool - Roof $20,000.00 $20,000 $0 $20,000 20,000.00

POOL 2-73-13-03-04-252

Pool - Change rooms doors and frames (Allan - April 26 - Project 

deleted - can be done at a later date - replace handicapped lift a 

priority right now - budget $6000) $5,032.31 $15,000 $9,968 $5,032.31 $5,032.31 5,032.31

PARKS 6-77-02-60-00-660 Parks - Off leash dog park transition area $8,000.00 $8,000 $0 $860.00 $8,000 8,000.00

PARKS 6-77-02-60-00-660 Parks - Off leash dog park - lighting $12,000.00 $12,000 $0 $12,000 12,000.00

PARKS 2-77-05-00-02-239 Parks - West Stettler Park - Imp (2019 Strategic Plan) $25,000.00 $25,000 $0 $25,000 25,000.00

PARKS 6-77-81-10-00-610 Outdoor Rink - board package $60,000.00 $60,000 $0 $60,000.00 60,000.00

Hall 6-74-14-30-02-630 Community Hall - HVAC $271,000.00 $271,000 $0 $105,741.76 $271,000 Community Hall & Culture Reserve 271,000.00

Planning 2-61-02-00-05-239 North ASP $25,000.00 $25,000 $0 $25,000 Planning Reserve 25,000.00

Planning 2-69-03-00-00-252 Bus Garage Update (roofing) $15,000.00 $15,000 $0 $15,902.88 $15,000.00 15,000.00

Culture 2-74-99-91-00-764 Arts and Culture $15,000.00 $15,000 $0 $15,000 15,000.00

Council Motion - 19:03:04 - March 5, 2019 (Capital Budget) $4,074,150

Addition 6-73-12-30-00-630 Add: - Motion 19:03:04 - March 5 - SRC - Stepper $6,895.00 $8,000 $1,105 $6,895.00 $6,895 6,895.00

Addition 6-77-87-60-00-660 Add: Council Motion -19:03:19 - March 19 (Legacy Track) $154,367.79 $150,000 -$4,368 $154,367.79 $154,368 154,367.79

Addition 2-26-02-00-00-263 Add : Council Motion - 19:08:16 - Hazard Materials Abatement $168,052.50 $168,053 $0 $168,053 168,052.50

Addition 6-12-99-93-00-640 Add : Council Motion - 19:08:17 - Vision Credit Union Parking $64,343.00 $64,343 $0 $64,343 Land Devel Res 64,343.00

$4,111,530.23 $4,464,546 $353,015 $1,096,399.70 $496,026.25 $188,968 $751,977 $322,420 $428,894 $159,699.00 $0.00 $962,374.24 $476,172.75 $315,998.00 4,111,530.23

27% $1,076,350.00 $1,436,972 -$435,708.24 -$147,895.75 $0.00 $4,111,530.23

-$360,622

$9,000

Town of Stettler

Total Other Reserves                                                       

(for capital purposes)
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2018 Carry Forward

2018 Carry Forward - Projects not Completed

Brought forward 

from 2018 

Budget Carry 

Forward

2018 Approved 

Amount (with 

tender amount 

updates)

Difference from 

Budget to 

Actual

Actual -         

Project 

Expenses - 

August 31, 

2019

Utility (Water) 

Available for 

Capital Budget 

Utility (other) 

Available for 

Capital Budget 

Available for 

Capital (taxes)

Transfer From 

General 

Reserves

Operating 

Budget

Debenture / 

Local Improve

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 - Grants - 

MSI - $526,666 

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 Grants - 

FGT $346,344 

+ FGT Top Up - 

$326,235 = 

$672,579

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 - Grants - 

BMTG 

(population) - 

$315,998 Total

ENG C/T 6-32-21-10-22-610

 51st Avenue - 57-59th Street Cement and Paving - April 3 - Motion 

18:04:04 - 2018 Carry Forward - $25,000 (Melissa - December 20) 25,000.00 $25,000.00 $0 $25,000.00 25,000.00

ENG W/S 6-41-11-10-20-610

Water & Sewer replacement - 51Ave 59-61 Street - April 3 - Motion 

18:04:03 - 2018 Carry Forward - $25,000 (Melissa - December 20) 25,000.00 $25,000.00 $0 $1,899.45 $25,000.00 25,000.00

ENG W 6-41-14-10-01-610

Water Reservoir Exterior and Insulation - 2018 Carry Forward - 

(Melissa - December 20) 50,000.00 50,000.00 $0 10,000.00 40,000.00

Coat Reservoir 

Exterior 50,000.00

OP 2-41-15-00-00-554

Fire Hydrant Nozzle Replacement -  2018 Carry Forward - (Melissa - 

December 20) 15,000.00 15,000.00 $0 15,000.00 15,000.00

ENG Lag 6-42-01-10-11-610

Lagoon - Desludging Cells C - 2018 Carry Forward - (Melissa - 

December 20) - carry total balance $334,720) 230,162.71 334,720.44 $104,558 $230,162.71 230,162.71

ENG Lag 6-42-01-10-15-610

Lagoon - Armor Banks of Cells 7, 8, 9 - 2018 Carry Forward - 

(Melissa - December 20) 125,000.00 125,000.00 $0 125,000.00 125,000.00

ENG S 6-42-00-10-20-610 New Sewer Dump - 2018 Carry Forward - (Melissa - December 20) 115,000.00 115,000.00 $0 115,000.00 115,000.00

ENG S 6-32-03-60-00-660 Snow Dump Expansion 7,000.00 7,000.00 $0 $1,149.74 7,000.00 7,000.00

EQT 6-33-00-30-02-630 Airport Beacon - 2018 Carry Forward - (Melissa - December 20) 17,500.00 17,500.00 $0 17,500.00 17,500.00

BLDG 6-41-01-20-19-620

WTP - Membrane Autopsy -  2018 Carry Forward - (Melissa - 

December 20) 18,000.00 18,000.00 $0 $520.17 18,000.00 18,000.00

ENG W 6-41-01-10-01-610

WTP - Waste Pond Dredging  -  2018 Carry Forward - (Melissa - 

December 20) 350,000.00 350,000.00 $0 $350,000.00 350,000.00

BLDG 6-41-01-20-21-620

WTP - 400mm Distribution Line Valve  -  2018 Carry Forward - 

(Melissa - December 20) 250,000.00 250,000.00 $0 $3,211.20 250,000.00 250,000.00

BLDG 6-41-01-20-20-620

WTP - Dual Chemical Feed Line -  2018 Carry Forward - (Melissa - 

December 20) 25,000.00 25,000.00 $0 $8,152.97 25,000.00

WTP Reserve (Bal 

20171231 - 

$30,698 25,000.00

EQT 6-31-11-30-15-630

Backhoe - 2018 Carry Forward - $6000 for new grave bucket 

(Melissa - December 20) 4,200.00 6,000.00 $1,800 $4,200.00 4,200.00 4,200.00

EQT 6-12-02-30-03-630 Council - Board Room Chairs - 2018 Carry Forward 11,000.00 11,000.00 $0 5,500.00 $5,500.00 Clearview 11,000.00

Water / 

Sewer 6-41-11-10-08-610

4203-50A Ave - Motion 18:05:20 - 2018 Carry Forward - $140,000 

to 2019 to complete (Melissa - january 7, 2019) 140,000.00 140,000.00 $0 $140,000.00 140,000.00

EQT 6-56-00-30-00-630

Cemetery Vacuum Mower - 2017 Carry Forward - Lee - 20/12/17 - 

$24,000  -  2018 Carry Forward - carry forward balance - Allan 

January 2, 2019 $24,000.00 24,000.00 $0 $18,460.49 24,000.00 24,000.00

Total 2018 Carry Forward $1,431,862.71 $1,538,220.44 $37,594.02 $393,000.00 $251,200.00 $47,000.00 $250,000.00 $65,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $420,162.71 $0.00 $0.00 $5,500.00 $0.00 $1,431,862.71

Transfer From Other Reserves Other
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1,431,862.71

Prior Years Carry Forward

Prior Years Carry Forward

Brought forward 

from Budget 

Carry Forward

Previous 

Approved 

Amount (with 

tender amount 

updates)

Actual -         

Project 

Expenses - 

August 31, 

2019

Utility (Water) 

Available for 

Capital Budget 

Utility (other) 

Available for 

Capital Budget 

Available for 

Capital (taxes)

Transfer From 

General 

Reserves

 Operating 

Budget

Debenture / 

Local Improve

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 - Grants - 

MSI - $526,666 

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 Grants - 

FGT $346,344 

+ FGT Top Up - 

$326,235 = 

$672,579

Updated 

August 15, 

2019 - Grants - 

BMTG 

(population) - 

$315,998 Total

ENG W/S 6-41-11-10-19-610

Motion 17:03:04 - Sewer / Water Main 51 Ave - 57 to 59 Street 

(Total Budget $970,000 (450,000+520,000) Contract Price - 

$737,042 - $232,958 under budget - 2017 Carry Forward - Melissa 

20/12/17 - $25,000 Enginnering and final work. - 2018 Carry 

Forward - Warranty Expires in 2019 - carry forward balance 

(25,000-8587.35=16,412.65) - Melissa January 7, 2019 $16,413.00 16,413.00 CAP-8973 $16,413.00 16,413.00

ENG W/S

641111012610 / 

642001014610

Motion 17:02:27 -  Sewer / Water - 50 Ave back alley between 55-

56 Street - (Total Budget $500,000 (250,000+250,000)        $78,217 

Under Budget - 2017 Carry Forward - Melissa 20/12/17 - $10,000 

Enginnering and final work. - 2018 Carry Forward - Warranty 

Expires in 2019 - carry forward balance - Melissa January 7, 2019 $10,000.00 10,000.00 CAP-8974 $10,000.00 10,000.00

ENG T 6-32-09-60-00-660

Pathway System Improvements (AG Society - $200,000) - Reserve 

balance December 31, 2016 - $167,982.00          Motion - 17:06:13 - 

June 20, 2017 - 2017 Carry Forward - Melissa 20/12/17 - 

$41,014,.73 -  2018 Carry Forward - need to relandscape 

boulevard in 2019 - carry forward $10,000 - Melissa January 7, 

2019 $10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00

Walking Pathway 

Reserve (bal 

$67,982) 10,000.00

EQT 6-33-00-10-01-630

Airport - GPS Approach - 2017 Carry Forward - Melissa 20/12/17 - 

$40,000  -  2018 Carry Forward - carry forward balance (40,000-

7,450 = 32,550) - Melissa January 7, 2019 $32,550.00 32,550.00 16,275.00 $16,275.00 County 32,550.00

ENG S 6-42-01-10-13-610

Lagoon - Cell Rehabilitation - 2017 Carry Forward - Melissa 

20/12/17 - $75,000 - Enginnering and final work.- 2018 Carry 

Forward - carry forward balance - warranty expires in 2019 

(75,000-15,062 = 59,938) - Melissa January 7, 2019 $59,950.00 59,950.00 59,950.00 $0.00 AMWWP 59,950.00

EQT 6-41-11-30-03-630

SCADA Water Communication System -  2017 Carry Forward 

Balance - Melissa - 20/12/17 - $120,500 - $31,604.70 = $88,895.30 - 

2018 Carry Forward - carry forward balance to  2019 (88,895.30-

54,188.57 = 34,706.73) - Melissa January 7, 2019 $34,706.73 34,706.73 $2,201.72 34,706.73 34,706.73

Parks Sports Park West Flag Poles $165.00 165.00 $165.00 $165.00 165.00

Creek Red Willow Creek Red Willow Creek Study (from 2018) $181.00 181.00 $181.00 $181.00 181.00

Lagoon 6-42-01-10-12-610 Lagoon - Legal $3,750.60 3,750.60 $3,750.60 $3,750.60 3,750.60

Total Previouis Years Carry Forward $167,716.33 $167,716.33 $6,298.32 $0.00 $110,931.73 $0.00 $0.00 $10,000.00 $4,096.60 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $26,413.00 $16,275.00 $0.00 $167,716.33

Total 2019 Capital Budget (Inc Carry Forward) $5,711,109.27 $6,170,482.27 $1,140,292.04 889,026.25 551,100.12 798,977.31 572,420.29 503,894.00 $163,795.60 $0.00 $1,382,536.95 $476,172.75 $342,411.00 $30,775.00 5,711,109.27

20% 2,239,103.68 1,076,314.29 $1,836,782.67 $749,388.20 $367,946.92 0.00

3,315,417.97 $454,245.72 $273,215.45 $25,535.92

Other

Total Grants Available 2019

Total Reserves Balance

Transfer From Other Reserves
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 TO: Town of Stettler Council DATE:  2019 09 17 

 

 FROM: Greg Switenky 

  CAO 

 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S REPORT – AUGUST 2019 

 

ADMINISTRATION – CAO – GREG SWITENKY 

 

1. Meetings: Town Council, Joint Health and Safety Committee, Shared Use Recreation 

Facilities Committee, Department Head and Staff Information sharing sessions.  

 

2.  West Stettler Park Improvements - Strategic Planning Sub-Committee.    

 

3. Annual CAO Facility Safety Inspections (2).   

 

4. Meeting with Senior Representative from AltaGas Utilities, Re: Franchise Agreement.   

 

5. Annual summer vacation time off.  

 

6.  August Staff Luncheon BBQ prior to summer students returning to school. Thanks to 

Mayor Nolls for stopping by to help grill (lots of) burgers.          

 

7. Ongoing liaison and information sharing with County Administration; working on  

 community matters and strengthening collaborative working relationships.  

 

8. Ongoing internal orientation, guidance and communication of Council Roles &  

 Responsibilities within our organization.       

 

9. Continuous engagement with Senior Department Heads regarding situational  

 solutions to arising issues/requests, emergent problems and troubleshooting Council  

 Member/ratepayer concerns. 

 

 

A DMINISTRATION – ASSISTANT CAO – STEVEN GERLITZ 

 

1. Meetings attended included:   Council, Department Head, Staff, Johnson Controls P3  

 Information Follow up, and Clearview – School Resource Officer Budget Review 

 

2. Projects worked on included:   

 -  2020 Interim Budget 

 -  2019 Curbside Waste / Recycling Collection & Composting Collection RFP 

 -  2019 Revenue/Expense Budget Summary – August 31, 2019 

- 2019 Capital Budget Summary – August 31, 2019  

-  2019 MSI, BMTG, FGT summary – August 31, 2019 

-  2019 Reserves Summary – August 31, 2019 

-  Clearview – School Resource Officer Budget Review 

-  Johnson Controls P3 information  

- Automated Waste Bins Rollout (ongoing) 

- Compost Bins / Recycling  
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-  Council prep 

-  Council Minutes 

-  AP Invoices and sign checks 

-  Ratepayer issues and concerns 

- CAO Vacation Coverage 

- Vacation 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION – IVAN WILFORD 

 
•   Grading alleys 

•   Street Sweeping 

•   Clean-up after the hail storm 

•   Sign repairs 

•   Graves and cremations 

•   Lowered a water valve in an alley in Parkdale that was in the way for alley  

       grading 

•   Cleaned catch basins 

•   Built a new pad for the mailbox north of the shop and moved the mailbox to help  

       out with pathway snow removal 

•   Hauled the sweepings away from the yard and from behind the curling rink 

•   Finished the pathway along the creek along 62nd from the existing pathway at  

       the new bridge to the spray park pathway. 

•   Dig out soft spots where the buses park on 54th in front of the school. 

•   Hauled crushed concrete to the shop yard. 

•   Asphalt patching 

•   Put in drain lines for all the condo’s sump pumps along the new pathway along  

       the creek. 

•   Moved the traffic counter pole. 

•   Painted curbs for fire hydrants around Town. 

•   Pushed up compost at the Transfer Site 

•   Skid steer training in Red Deer for new employees 

•   Took the sweeper to Calgary and picked it up from being repaired 

•   Dug out the bad spots of the pathway in Emmerson that were being pushed up   

  and broken apart by tree roots 

•   Dug out soft spot on 46 Ave by the Bowling Alley 

•   Dug out back entrance to the Hospital 

 

 

WATER – GRANT MCQUAY 

 

1. Regular rounds, readings, locates and Bacterial sampling/Chlorine residual & turbidity 

testing. 

2. Meter replacement program 

3. Dig site maintenance     
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4. Curbstop repair/replacement digs. 

5. Sewer main blockage, flushing and camera.  

6. Weekly cleaning of sanitary tank and CL17 bottle replacement at Water Transfer 

Station and reservoir. 

7. Lagoon Sampling  

8. Sewer Main flushing program 

9. Monitoring wells and weir measurements. 

10. Sewer service repair. 

11. Hydrant repair/replace. 

12. Water service repair/replacement.  

13. WTP cleaning of sanitary tank 

14. Began Hydrant Flushing program. 

15. Nitrite testing on dead end lines 

 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT SUPERVISOR – CHRIS SAUNDERS 

 

1. The new McCrometer Flow Meter is fully in service now and is controlling the chemical 

feeds to the back end of the plant nicely. 

 

2. Chlorine feed system yearly maintenance completed. The #2 automatic switchover 

system did not work when the in-service tonner went empty. Contractor has been 

called about the problem and waiting for his response. 

 

3. The reservoir has been dosed with Polydex algaecide. Waiting for a full kill before  

switching back to feeding from the reservoir. Have contacted Canadian Pond, who  

we bought our new aeration system from, and are investigating a better solution for  

algae than the use of algaecides. Completing the shade cloth project next spring  

should also help immensely with the algae problem as well. In reading more  

information on algae it seems that our climate change with the increase in CO2 levels  

causing an increase in the blue-green algae bacteria production. 

 

4. We have purchased a new vibration meter for use in town facilities and the water 

treatment plant to monitor pump bearings and shaft vibrations to help avert 

catastrophic failures and higher repair costs. 

 

5. Shayne from Quality Controls was out to do calibrations on gas detectors. 

 

6. Greg, Steve and Sonia out to do plant safety audit. 

 

7. Alberta Environment was out to do the yearly inspection. Due to previous high scores 

and this year’s high score it is likely that our plant will not need to be inspected for up 

3-5 years as per Curtis Horvath from Alberta Environment. 

 

8. Cathodic Protection Survey was completed and the report indicates that the system is 

in good shape with no immediate concerns. 
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9. Individual Safety Evaluations almost completed. Will be completed when personnel 

come back from vacation. 

 

10.  Usual monthly maintenance program. 

 

 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS – MELISSA ROBBINS 

 

Meetings: 

 

1. Airport Board Meeting 

2. Department Head 

3. Council 

4. Staff Meeting 

5. Joint Health and Safety 

6. AltaGAS – preplanning for 2020 improvements 

 

Projects: 

 

1. Pathway Extension – Residents’ concerns addressed 

2. Assessing Hail damage to public works facilities and fleet 

3. 51 Avenue road prep for paving 

4. Telus installed internet over a new phone line service to Communication Tower 

5. Rail track sidewalk sealed by local contractor 

6. Pricing of reservoir exterior improvements 

7. Highway 12 Intersection Evaluations 

8. Downtown Streetscape Cost Estimates 

9. 2019 Sidewalk Replacements 

10. Lagoon/WTP Waste pond Desludging Tender Award 

 

 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – LEANN GRAHAM 

 

1. Building Permit Activity to Date 

 

 2018 Permits to August 31, 2018 2019 Permits to August 31, 2019 

Institutional $310,659.00 $947,004.00 

Industrial $80,000.00 $1,123,040.00 

Commercial $2,155,101.00 $3,007,924.00 

Residential $1,301,791.00 $965,390.00 

Total $3,847,551.00 $46,043,358.00 

 

 

2. Projects: 

- Stettler Motel Compliance Enforcement 

- Housing Assessment Award 
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- Hail Assessments 

-  Economic Development Initiative  

- Don Peters Development 

- Canadian Tire Development Application 

- Vision Credit Union Development and Land Sale 

- AE Kennedy Maintenance  

- Planning & Development Clerk Position 

- Bylaw Property Inspections and Enforcement 

- Planning & Development Inquiries 

 

3. Meetings: 

- Housing Assessment RFP  

- MPC Meeting 

- Economic Development Meeting 

- Stettler Motel Site Meetings 

- Economic Development Mapping Meeting 

- Compliance Property Meetings 

- Bylaw Inspection Meetings 

- Development Inquiry Meetings 

- Staff and Department Head  

 

 

DIRECTOR OF PARKS & LEISURE SERVICES / PARKS & LEISURE SERVICES FOREMAN – ALLAN KING 

 

Report to be presented at a later date. 

 

 

REGIONAL FIRE CHIEF – MARK DENNIS 

 

1. Training    

                                          
• Pre-connected hose deployment specific to apparatus and pre-plan   

• Drafting from static water source 

• Rope rescue rigging for raising and lowering a patient in a stokes basket  

• Rope rescue tripod setup for various types of rescues                     

                                                      

2. Fire Department Operations        

               

• Meeting -   Scenic Sands community group regarding removal of deadfall, Heart  

Haven Sprinkler project, COS insurance meeting.            

• Fire Inspection/Plans review - Fire & Building code interpretation and requirement  

inquiries, Shear Bear Play school              

• Communications Group started  preventative maintenance on Radio tower 

repeater sites in Stettler and Rochon Sands. On going got delayed will continue 

into September        
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• Repaired Engine 11 Engine warning issue   

• Diagnose suspension noise on Rescue 14 - parts required to repair DS rear 

suspension  

• Rescue 14 light tower not working properly requires new activation switch control  

• Scheduled annual pump maintenance for September  

• COS Operation and Capital budget                       

• Working on Fire Investigation reports regarding structure fires in the Town of 

Stettler                                             

3. Regional Fire Department Incident Summary  

 

• Total calls 15 -  2 motor vehicle incidents, 5 alarm calls, 4 medical first response, 3 

wildland fires, 1 CO alarm                                                       

                                              
                                                                     
 

                                                  

 

 

 

Greg Switenky 

CAO 

Fire crews extinguishing the fire 
view from helmet camera   

Fire crews extinguishing the fire 
view from helmet camera   

Fire crews extinguishing the fire 
view from helmet camera   
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            System:    2019-09-06 9:45:32 AM                         Town Of Stettler                       Page:    1      
            User Date: 2019-09-06                               CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                  User ID: Veronica       
                                                                   Payables Management
  
             Ranges:    From:                          To:                                 From:                To:
           Vendor ID    First                          Last                  Chequebook ID GENERAL              GENERAL
           Vendor Name  First                          Last                  Cheque Number 73968                73971
           Cheque Date  First                          Last
  
          Sorted By: Cheque Number
  
                     Distribution Types Included:All
                                                 
           Vendor Name                    Cheque Number      Cheque Date     Cheque Amount
             ======================================================================================================================
             Receiver General for Canada    73968              2019-09-06           $52,803.47
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Town Tax Remittance              PP18-19                  $40,169.74
                          Town Tax Remittance              PP18-19.                 $10,058.69
                          BOT Tax Remittance               PP18-19.BOT               $1,947.01
                          SVWS Tax Remittance              PP18-19.SVWS                $628.03
             ======================================================================================================================
             Trenchless Guy's               73969              2019-09-06            $2,310.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Sewer Replace Townside           0693                      $2,310.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Turnbull, Scott                73970              2019-09-06            $7,350.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Sidewalks - Seal Rail Track      19-342                    $7,350.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Yellow Pages                   73971              2019-09-06               $55.44
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Office Aug Directory Advertisi   19-7420784                   $55.44
  
                                                                          ---------------------
                                                    Total Cheques                   $62,518.91
                                                                          =====================
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            System:    2019-09-11 11:08:20 AM                        Town Of Stettler                       Page:    1      
            User Date: 2019-09-11                               CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                  User ID: Veronica       
                                                                   Payables Management
  
             Ranges:    From:                          To:                                 From:                To:
           Vendor ID    First                          Last                  Chequebook ID GENERAL              GENERAL
           Vendor Name  First                          Last                  Cheque Number 73972                73990
           Cheque Date  First                          Last
  
          Sorted By: Cheque Number
  
                     Distribution Types Included:All
                                                 
           Vendor Name                    Cheque Number      Cheque Date     Cheque Amount
             ======================================================================================================================
             Aviation Visual Aids           73972              2019-09-13              $297.36
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Airport 24 Runway Light Bulbs    81905                       $297.36
             ======================================================================================================================
             Bobcat of Red Deer             73973              2019-09-13               $87.63
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans Fuel Filter Unit #117      P01526                       $87.63
             ======================================================================================================================
             Canada Post Corporation        73974              2019-09-13            $1,630.41
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Water Billing Postage            9696875425                $1,630.41
             ======================================================================================================================
             Cervus Contractors Equipment   73975              2019-09-13              $798.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans & Sewer Skid Steer Train   UT00948                     $798.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             CorMac Projects Inc.           73976              2019-09-13           $42,013.13
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Bylaw PP#! Stettler Motel        1696                     $42,013.13
             ======================================================================================================================
             Diverse Signs N Designs Inc.   73977              2019-09-13              $328.47
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans Custom Signs Used OIl      5296                         $22.92
                          Trans 11 - Yard Signs            5671                        $179.15
                          P&L Admission Board Sign         5383                        $126.40
             ======================================================================================================================
             ESC Automation                 73978              2019-09-13            $2,050.13
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Pool Software Maintenance        SCPAY0094375              $2,050.13
             ======================================================================================================================
             Fastimes Towing                73979              2019-09-13               $84.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Parks Tow unit #132 to shop      2371                         $84.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Gateway Mechanical Services In 73980              2019-09-13            $2,592.73
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          SRC Ice Plant Oil Failure repa   582027                    $1,781.99
                          SRC Compressor repair            582028                      $810.74
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                 System:  2019-09-11 11:08:20 AM                    Town Of Stettler                        Page:    2      
              User Date:            2019-09-11                 CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                   User ID: Veronica       
                                                                  Payables Management
  
            Vendor Name                     Cheque Number    Cheque Date      Cheque Amount
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
             ======================================================================================================================
             Heartland Express              73981              2019-09-13              $208.32
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans Freight                    10105                        $75.26
                          Water Trans Freight              10136                       $133.06
             ======================================================================================================================
             New West Freightliner          73982              2019-09-13              $727.17
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Water Trans Control Rods #3      462049R                     $727.17
             ======================================================================================================================
             O'Farrell, Victoria & Robert   73983              2019-09-13              $142.50
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Water Refund Credit Balance      2019.09.09                  $142.50
             ======================================================================================================================
             Ornamental Bronze Limited      73984              2019-09-13              $439.95
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Cemetery Niche Wreath            91963                       $439.95
             ======================================================================================================================
             Pipe Tech Integration Ltd.     73985              2019-09-13              $540.75
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Fire Jnt Fabricate Floor Cov     753                         $540.75
             ======================================================================================================================
             Praxair Distribution           73986              2019-09-13              $995.40
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Pool Facility Chemicals          91080246                    $647.17
                          Pool Facility Cylinder Rental    91273935                    $348.23
             ======================================================================================================================
             Schwartz Home Building Centre  73987              2019-09-13               $55.76
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          WTP Materials for Shipping       733310                       $46.86
                          Trans Pathway Drains             733795                        $8.90
             ======================================================================================================================
             Stetter and District Community 73988              2019-09-13              $405.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          P&L Fall & Winter Advertising    851                         $405.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Trenchless Guy's               73989              2019-09-13            $2,310.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Sewer Replace town portion       0570                      $2,310.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Wally's Backhoe Services Ltd.  73990              2019-09-13            $1,403.85
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Bylaw Stettler Motel Temp Wtr    249                       $1,403.85
  
                                                                          ---------------------
                                                    Total Cheques                   $57,110.56
                                                                          =====================108



            System:    2019-09-06 3:18:33 PM                         Town Of Stettler                       Page:    1      
            User Date: 2019-09-06                               CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                  User ID: Veronica       
                                                                   Payables Management
  
             Ranges:    From:                          To:                                 From:                To:
           Vendor ID    First                          Last                  Chequebook ID GENERAL              GENERAL
           Vendor Name  First                          Last                  Cheque Number First                Last
           Cheque Date  2019-09-10                     2019-09-10
  
          Sorted By: Cheque Number
  
                     Distribution Types Included:All
                                                 
           Vendor Name                    Cheque Number      Cheque Date     Cheque Amount
             ======================================================================================================================
             APEX Supplementary Pension Pla EFT0001629         2019-09-10              $374.85
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Supplementary Pension Plan Tru   PP18-19                     $374.85
             ======================================================================================================================
             Barnes, Roger                  EFT0001630         2019-09-10               $25.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          SRC Sep Telephone Allowance      2019.09.01                   $25.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Canadian Union of Public Emplo EFT0001631         2019-09-10              $880.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Union Dues                       PP18-19                     $880.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Chapman Riebeek                EFT0001632         2019-09-10            $3,860.99
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Bylaw June Legal Services        244                       $1,639.48
                          Bylaw Unsightly Property         273                         $735.00
                          Bylaw July Legal Services        274                       $1,486.51
             ======================================================================================================================
             Dodd, Sonia                    EFT0001633         2019-09-10               $25.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Pool Sep Phone Allowance         2019.09.01                   $25.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Gerlitz, Steven                EFT0001634         2019-09-10              $100.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Admin/Office Sep Phone&Travel    2019.09.01                  $100.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Graham, Leann                  EFT0001635         2019-09-10              $175.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          P&D Sep Phone & Travel Allow     2019.09.01                  $175.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Howe, Graham                   EFT0001636         2019-09-10               $25.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Cemetery & SRC Phone Allow       2019.09.01                   $25.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             QM Contracting                 EFT0001637         2019-09-10            $1,575.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Wtr  Aug Water Meter Reader      931370                    $1,575.00
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                 System:  2019-09-06 3:18:33 PM                     Town Of Stettler                        Page:    2      
              User Date:            2019-09-06                 CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                   User ID: Veronica       
                                                                  Payables Management
  
            Vendor Name                     Cheque Number    Cheque Date      Cheque Amount
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
             ======================================================================================================================
             Robbins, Brad                  EFT0001638         2019-09-10              $100.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          P&L Sep Travel Allowance         2019.09.01                  $100.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Switenky, Greg                 EFT0001639         2019-09-10              $370.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Admin/Office Sep Phone&Travel    2019.09.01                  $370.00
  
                                                                          ---------------------
                                                    Total Cheques                    $7,510.84
                                                                          =====================

110



            System:    2019-09-13 2:58:33 PM                         Town Of Stettler                       Page:    1      
            User Date: 2019-09-13                               CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                  User ID: Veronica       
                                                                   Payables Management
  
             Ranges:    From:                          To:                                 From:                To:
           Vendor ID    First                          Last                  Chequebook ID GENERAL              GENERAL
           Vendor Name  First                          Last                  Cheque Number First                Last
           Cheque Date  2019-09-17                     2019-09-17
  
          Sorted By: Cheque Number
  
                     Distribution Types Included:All
                                                 
           Vendor Name                    Cheque Number      Cheque Date     Cheque Amount
             ======================================================================================================================
             Alberta One-Call Corporation   EFT0001640         2019-09-17              $176.40
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Water Trans August 1st Calls     IN153398                    $176.40
             ======================================================================================================================
             Benoit, Curtis                 EFT0001641         2019-09-17              $220.46
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Roads CUPE Clothing Allowance    2019.09.05                  $220.46
             ======================================================================================================================
             Burmac Mechanical 2000         EFT0001642         2019-09-17              $667.21
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans Drainline                  94785                        $49.77
                          Trans Drainages under pathway    94742                       $428.22
                          Trans Pathway Drainage           94745                        $17.14
                          Water install valve 52 St cons   B45243                      $172.08
             ======================================================================================================================
             Cas Tech Inc.                  EFT0001643         2019-09-17              $252.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Computer 2 -Wireless Mouse       30749                       $117.60
                          Computer Toner&Compressed Air    30795                       $134.40
             ======================================================================================================================
             Chemtrade West Limited Partner EFT0001644         2019-09-17            $8,836.91
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          WTP Chemicals                    92710677                  $8,836.91
             ======================================================================================================================
             ClearTech Industries Inc.      EFT0001645         2019-09-17            $4,709.88
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          WTP Chemicals & Container Dep    802401                    $2,449.02
                          WTP Chemicals & Container Dep    804059                    $4,266.36
             ======================================================================================================================
             Commercial Aquatic Supplies    EFT0001646         2019-09-17              $307.91
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Pool 30' Tarzan Rope             156230                      $307.91
             ======================================================================================================================
             Digital Connection Office Syst EFT0001647         2019-09-17              $253.83
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Office Photocopies 07.30-08.29   219182                      $253.83
             ======================================================================================================================
             Fischer, Malcolm               EFT0001648         2019-09-17              $451.31
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Council Atco Customer Relation   2019.09.05                  $451.31111



                 System:  2019-09-13 2:58:33 PM                     Town Of Stettler                        Page:    2      
              User Date:            2019-09-13                 CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                   User ID: Veronica       
                                                                  Payables Management
  
            Vendor Name                     Cheque Number    Cheque Date      Cheque Amount
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
             ======================================================================================================================
             GT Hydraulic & Bearing         EFT0001649         2019-09-17            $1,308.74
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Shop Equip repair parts/Hydrau   000-319563                  $934.18
                          Trans Inspect pump #86           999-023124                   $76.55
                          Parks/Trans/Water Assorted Fil   000-318779                  $254.27
                          Trans Hydraulic Cyl seals #39    000-320201                   $63.42
                          SRC 3 #70 Durometer O'Ring       000-319686                    $2.06
             ======================================================================================================================
             Joe Johnson Equipment          EFT0001650         2019-09-17            $2,430.04
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans Repair wire unit #6        S17448                    $2,430.04
             ======================================================================================================================
             Kal Tire                       EFT0001651         2019-09-17              $715.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans Tire repair unit #182      647231718                   $311.67
                          Parks Tire repair unit #178      647231991                    $46.33
                          Parks Leaf spring  U bolts#135   647231839                   $357.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Loomis Express                 EFT0001652         2019-09-17               $60.81
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Trans Freight                    8544877                      $60.81
             ======================================================================================================================
             McCallum, Neil                 EFT0001653         2019-09-17               $64.96
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Wtr Trns CUPE Clothing Allow     2019.09.03                   $64.96
             ======================================================================================================================
             Olson, Pat                     EFT0001654         2019-09-17              $250.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          WTP CUPE Clothing Allowance      2019.09.08                  $250.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             R & E Elevator Ltd.            EFT0001655         2019-09-17              $670.52
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Jnt Office Elevator Maintenanc   20344                       $303.02
                          SRC Elevator Maintenance         20312                       $367.50
             ======================================================================================================================
             Receiver General for Canada    EFT0001656         2019-09-17          $236,828.72
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Municipal Policing Agreement     7001229                 $236,828.72
             ======================================================================================================================
             RMA Fuel Ltd.                  EFT0001657         2019-09-17           $14,949.36
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Misc Equip Gas Oil misc          PF-7698-78610             $9,017.40
                          Park/Trans/Water Diesel Marked   PF-7699-78516             $1,557.40
                          Park/Trans/Water Diesel Marked   PF-7706-78725             $2,069.68
                          Parks/Trans/Water Diesel/Gas     PF-7733-78998             $2,108.60
                          Parks/Equip/Trans Grease Tubes   PF-7737-79035               $196.28
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                 System:  2019-09-13 2:58:33 PM                     Town Of Stettler                        Page:    3      
              User Date:            2019-09-13                 CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                   User ID: Veronica       
                                                                  Payables Management
  
            Vendor Name                     Cheque Number    Cheque Date      Cheque Amount
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
             ======================================================================================================================
             Stenlund, Wayne                EFT0001658         2019-09-17               $52.46
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Roads CUPE                       2019.08.27                   $52.46
             ======================================================================================================================
             Stettler Building Supplies Ltd EFT0001659         2019-09-17              $479.16
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          SRC Tack Tape                    AB6996                        $8.39
                          SRC Wood Screws                  AB6829                      $385.30
                          SRC Wood Screws                  AB6854                       $29.61
                          SRC Shelving Brackets Stuido R   AB7479                       $35.13
                          Parks Washroom Anchors           AB7967                       $20.73
             ======================================================================================================================
             Stettler Telephone Answering S EFT0001660         2019-09-17              $120.75
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          WTP Working Alone Monitoring     118                         $120.75
             ======================================================================================================================
             Stingray Radio Inc.            EFT0001661         2019-09-17              $651.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Misc Dept Advertising            301847-8                    $546.00
                          HBC Walk N Roll Advertising      324545-4                    $105.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Switenky, Greg                 EFT0001662         2019-09-17              $265.00
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Admin Trvl & Sub Atco Customer   2019.09.06                  $265.00
             ======================================================================================================================
             Trinus Technologies Inc        EFT0001663         2019-09-17              $605.85
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Computer  Anti-virus/Email Hos   R46069-25334                $605.85
  
                                                                          ---------------------
                                                    Total Cheques                  $275,328.28                                                                          =====================
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            System:    2019-08-30 2:21:05 PM                         Town Of Stettler                       Page:    1      
            User Date: 2019-08-30                               CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                  User ID: Veronica       
                                                                   Payables Management
  
             Ranges:    From:                          To:                                 From:                To:
           Vendor ID    First                          Last                  Chequebook ID GENERAL              GENERAL
           Vendor Name  First                          Last                  Cheque Number ONL000208            ONL000208
           Cheque Date  First                          Last
  
          Sorted By: Cheque Number
  
                     Distribution Types Included:All
                                                 
           Vendor Name                    Cheque Number      Cheque Date     Cheque Amount
             ======================================================================================================================
             Workers' Compensation Board -  ONL000208          2019-08-30           $17,608.74
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          2019 3rd Installment             23824434                 $17,608.74
  
                                                                          ---------------------
                                                    Total Cheques                   $17,608.74
                                                                          =====================
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            System:    2019-09-06 10:23:52 AM                        Town Of Stettler                       Page:    1      
            User Date: 2019-09-06                               CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION REPORT                  User ID: Veronica       
                                                                   Payables Management
  
             Ranges:    From:                          To:                                 From:                To:
           Vendor ID    First                          Last                  Chequebook ID GENERAL              GENERAL
           Vendor Name  First                          Last                  Cheque Number ONL000209            ONL000210
           Cheque Date  2019-09-06                     2019-09-06
  
          Sorted By: Cheque Number
  
                     Distribution Types Included:All
                                                 
           Vendor Name                    Cheque Number      Cheque Date     Cheque Amount
             ======================================================================================================================
             Telus Communications           ONL000209          2019-09-06            $2,753.69
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Telus Aug 22 to Sep 21           2019.08.23                $2,753.69
             ======================================================================================================================
             Telus Mobility Inc.            ONL000210          2019-09-06            $1,055.59
  
                         Invoice Description              Invoice Number       Invoice Amount
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                          Telus Mobiity Aug 22 to Sep 21   2019.08.21                $1,055.59
  
                                                                          ---------------------
                                                    Total Cheques                    $3,809.28
                                                                          =====================
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 TO: TOWN OF STETTLER COUNCIL DATE:  2019 09 17 

   

 FROM: LARA ANGUS 

  CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

    

        RE: Bylaw 2120-19 - Intermunicipal Library Board Agreement  

 

In order to establish an intermunicipal library board, the agreement needs to be  

executed by means of a bylaw. 

 

Both the Town of Stettler and County of Stettler have approved the tentative  

Intermunicipal Library Agreement in principle. This agreement does not change  

the operations of the Stettler Public Library, but does appropriately codify how the  

joint committees have been working for several decades. There are no changes  

to the library funding model proposed, and current practices ensuring funds for  

rural libraries that have not previously been reflected in any agreement will be  

entrenched in the new agreement.  

 

 

 Libraries Act, RSA 2000, c L-11 
 Section 12.2 

(1) The council of a municipality may, by bylaw, authorize the municipality to   

enter into an agreement that meets the requirements of the regulations  

with one or two other municipalities respecting the establishment of an   

intermunicipal library board to provide library services to the residents of   

the municipalities. 

 

 

Recommendation 

  

1. The Town of Stettler Council gives 1st, 2nd, and 3rd reading to Bylaw 2120 –  

19, authorizing administration to enter into an agreement with the Town of  

Stettler to establish an official intermunicipal library board. 

 

2. Do not give Bylaw 2120-19 1st reading. 
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BYLAW 2120-19 
 
A BYLAW TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF STETTLER AND THE  
COUNTY OF STETTLER TO ESTABLISH AN INTERMUNICIPAL LIBRRAY BOARD TO PROVIDE LIBRARY  
SERVICES TO THE RESIDENTS OF BOTH MUNICIPALITIES.  
 

WHEREAS, Section 12.2 of the Libraries Act, RSA 2000, Chapter L-11, as amended (the “Act”) allows a municipality to 
enter into an agreement with one or two municipalities to establish an intermunicipal library board to provide library services 
to the residents of the municipalities; 
 

AND WHEREAS, Town of Stettler Council considers it beneficial to enter into an agreement with the County of Stettler to  
establish an intermunicipal library board; 
 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the Town of Stettler Council duly assembled enacts as follows: 
 

1. The agreement to establish an intermunicipal library board, a copy of which is attached hereto as Schedule “A”, is 
hereby ratified and approved, and the Mayor and the Chief Administrative Officer are hereby authorized to execute the 
Master Agreement for and on behalf of the Town of Stettler. 

 
2. This Bylaw shall come into force and effect when it has received third reading and has been duly signed. 
 
3. The Town of Stettler shall transfer all assets, liabilities, and assignable rights currently vested in the Town of Stettler  
 Library Board to the intermunicipal library board upon its establishment by Ministerial Order, or as soon thereafter as  
 reasonably practicable. 
 
 

3. That this bylaw shall take effect on the date of the third and final reading. 
 
 
READ a first time this 17th day of September, A.D. 2019. 
 
READ a second time this 17th day of September, A.D. 2019. 
 
READ a third time and finally passed this 17th day of September, A.D. 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Assistant Chief Administrative Officer 
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STETTLER

COMMUNITY

RECREATION  TRACK

F R I D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 1 9

2  P . M .

S T E T T L E R  C O M M U N I T Y

R E C R E A T I O N  T R A C K

Grand Reopening

Ceremony

The Stettler Shared-Use Recreation
Facilities Committee invites you to join
them for the Grand Reopening of the
Stettler Community Recreation Track.
Reminisce on the historical significance
of the Track and celebrate its
revitalized future.
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From: Leah James <ljames@chandos.com>  
Sent: September 9, 2019 10:19 AM 
To: townoffice <townoffice@stettler.net> 
Subject: Purple Light Nights 
 
Good Morning, 
 
         My name is Leah James and I am president of Soroptimist International of Central Alberta, we 
started a campaign a few years back called Purple light Nights, in recognition of Domestic Violence 
month, which is November. So far we have the City of Red Deer, Town of Blackfalds, Lacombe, Penhold 
and Sylvan all on board along with other communities across western Canada that are starting as well.  
         Now to explain what it is, we are asking communities to light something up Purple, some 
communities have lit trees up along with their regular Christmas decorating, Sylvan changes the 
lighthouse LED lighting to be purple, Penhold decorates their light posts in purple lighting, etc. Many 
survivors of domestic violence will simply change their porch light to purple or put a purple lamp in their 
window.  I would like to speak with someone possibly about Stettler participating this year. We as an 
organization sell purple lights as well, with the money just covering the cost of the lights. We are trying 
to work with our local Canadian Tire currently to donate lights and then the money raised would go back 
into the local Shelters.  
 
If someone could please contact me at their earliest convenience that would be greatly appreciated.  
Thank you 
Leah James 
403-896-8163 
  
Leah James | CHANDOS 
Project Coordinator |  Red Deer AB T4N 7C7 
D: 5879511037 C: 403-896-8163 | See Things Differently at chandos.com 
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